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Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) generated a total of 10,961,512 megawatt-hours (MWh) 

from October through May of fiscal year 2026, or 79.8 percent of average. Actual purchase power data is 

currently available from October through March for all WAPA’s regions, and during this period total 

purchase power was 2,399 GWh and total purchase power expenses were $101,571,310 which equates 

to $42.33 per MWh on average. 

 

Note:  April and May purchase power data from the Southwest Power Pool (SPP) Regional Transmission 

Organization (RTO) are not yet final for CRSP, RMR, and UGPR. These values will be updated in the July 

2026 report. 

 

The following pages indicate WAPA’s regional snowpack, lake/reservoir inflow and storage, generation, 

and purchase power expenses. Snowpack is reported as snow water equivalent, which is the depth of 

water that theoretically would result if the entire snowpack melted instantaneously. 

 
Disclaimer:  The monthly purchase power numbers in this report are used by WAPA’s regions as a 

forecasting tool; therefore, they do not reflect energy imbalance transactions and other such 

information that cannot be forecasted. Furthermore, the purchase power numbers have not been 

verified for financial auditing purposes. Consequently, these numbers will vary from those reported in 

WAPA’s year-end financial statements, and the latter should be considered the definitive source for 

WAPA’s purchase power data. 
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Colorado River Storage Project 

 

 
 
 
Lake/Reservoir Levels 
At the end of May, storage volume for Lake Powell was 5.5 million acre-feet (MAF), about 23.4%1 of live capacity. Lake Powell reservoir inflow for the most 
recent historical month (May 2026) was 383.0 thousand acre-feet (19.2% of average). End of May Lake Powell elevation was about 3,528 feet, 172 feet from 
maximum reservoir level2, and 38 feet from the minimum generation level. If current inflow forecasts are realized, the April to July inflow to Lake Powell will 
be the second lowest on record. Consequently, Lake Powell release volume has decreased from 7.48 MAF to 6.0 MAF for WY 2026. Also, Reclamation is 
planning on releasing up to 1.0 MAF of additional water from Flaming Gorge through next April, an attempt to prevent Lake Powell from dropping below 
minimum power pool elevations. 

 
1 Based on active capacity of 23.4 million acre feet, https://www.usbr.gov/projects/index.php?id=144  
2 https://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/cs/gcd.html 

 

https://www.usbr.gov/projects/index.php?id=144
https://www.usbr.gov/uc/water/crsp/cs/gcd.html
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Other Conditions 

For water year 2026, firming purchase power costs through March 2026 were $2,009,561. Due to new settlements process from joining the RTO, values for 
April and May are not yet available. The Department of Interior (DOI) implemented a bypass experiment for summer 2025, that started on August 2 and 
ended October 20, which incurred significant purchased power expenses (est. $5.7 - $7 million dollars). For situational awareness, The Department of 
Interior is considering implementing bypass experiments during this summer. The decision to implement those experiments should be final early to mid-July. 
The purpose of the bypass experiment is to cool the waters downstream from Glen Canyon Dam thereby disadvantaging spawning of the smallmouth bass, 
an invasive species.  
 
Purchase power in the region was available and prices over the last month averaged in the low $20s for both on-peak and off-peak. 
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Desert Southwest Region 

 

 
 
 
Lake/Reservoir Levels 
May End of Month Aggregate Storage (Mead, Mohave and Havasu): 9.987 MAF – 35% of Lower Basin capacity of 28.549 MAF (10.453 MAF Apr 2026), 19.783 
MAF (90-Year Historical Avg). 
 
The Lake Mead end of May 2026 elevation was 1050 feet (6.32 feet lower than end of April 2026 elevation), or about 169.6 feet below full storage elevation 
of 1,219.64 feet and 15 feet above the minimum operational elevation of 1035 feet and 100 feet above the minimum generation elevation 950 feet. The 
USBR Lower Colorado Region has identified a critical Lake Mead elevation of 1035 feet. Below this elevation, only wide-head turbines 388 MW (A1-91MW, 
A8-35MW, N5-88MW, N6-86MW, N8-88MW) would be regularly available. That represents a loss of 961MW of capacity at current rated capacities 
(1349MW) at 1046 feet Lake Mead elevation. The USBR has stated that it would operate non-wide-head turbines below the elevation of 1035 for 800 hours 
each (roughly 33 days) then the turbines would be taken out of service and inspected for damage. Whether or not they could be returned to service would 
be confirmed at that time. 
 
Lake Mead elevation peaked at 1066.14 feet in February 2026 (2.04 feet below the WY 2025 peak elevation of 1068.18 feet). The WY 2026 minimum 
elevation of 1037.02 feet is projected to occur in September 2026, a projected maximum fluctuation in lake elevation of 29.1 feet. 
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The Lake Powell operational tier for WY 2026 is the Mid-Elevation Release Tier with an initial projected WY release to Lake Mead of 7.48 MAF. The projected 
April through July unregulated inflow into Lake Powell is currently projected at 0.95 MAF or 15% of average (actual of 2.63 MAF or 41% of average for 2025). 
Due to the poor snowpack accumulation in the Upper Colorado River Basin this past winter, the BOR invoked Section 6.E. of the Supplemental 
Environmental Impact Study (SEIS) Record of Decision where Lake Powell will reduce releases from 7.48 MAF to 6.0 MAF for the remaining months of 
WY2026 commencing in May 2026. 
 
Other Conditions 
Basin Snowpack and Precipitation: DSW hydrology, or the Lower Colorado River Basin, is mostly dependent on the Colorado River Basin snowpack and 
precipitation above Lake Powell. The precipitation is currently 79% of average and the snowpack is gone. 
 
Lower Basin Runoff: The observed lower basin tributary inflow into Lake Mead, mostly from the Paria River, Virgin River, and Muddy Creek, for May 2026 
was -3.0 KAF, -5% of the 5-year average for May. A negative inflow represents that the evaporation was greater than the inflow. The total projected side 
inflow into Lake Mead for WY 2026 is 657 KAF which represents a 20% increase over last year’s actual of 547 KAF and represents 51% of the normal annual 
side inflow of 1.3 MAF. 
 
Projected WY 2026 Generation (Hoover, Davis and Parker): 3830 GWh compared to 5487 GWh (Historical Average). The projected Hoover and Parker-Davis 
generation for WY 2026 is 70% of the average historical generation. 
 
Wholesale Power Market Conditions: The May 2026 market prices in the Desert Southwest averaged about $17/MWh firm on-peak, $24/MWh firm off-peak 
compared to $11/MWh firm on-peak, $19/MWh firm off-peak for April 2026. 
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Rocky Mountain Region 

 

 
 
 
Lake/Reservoir Content 
At the end of May, reservoir inflows were approximately 50% of average and storage was approximately 80% of average. This is compared to the end of 
April when reservoir inflows were 78% of average and storage was 86% of average. 
 
Other Conditions 
The Loveland Area Project hydrologic conditions can vary from one river basin and watershed to another. The latest National Weather Service forecast 
indicates July through September temperatures are predicted to be above average in both Colorado and Wyoming areas. The same forecast indicates 
precipitation will be below average. Summer generation in the North Platte Basin, the Colorado River Basin and Big Horn Basin is forecasted to be below 
average.  
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Sierra Nevada Region 

 

 
 
 
 
Lake/Reservoir Content 
Reservoir storage as of May 31 was 123 percent of  the 15 year average for Trinity, 111 percent for Shasta, 118 percent for Folsom and, 119 percent for New 
Melones. Accumulated inflow as of May 31 was 108 percent of the 15 year average for Trinity, 123 percent for Shasta, 100 percent for Folsom and 87 
percent for New Melones. 
 
Other Conditions 
On the Northern Sierra 8-Station Index of Precipitation May had 1.4 inches or 50 percent of its average. Through June 29, 2026, June has 0.1 inches for  9 
percent of average. The statewide snowpack is well below average and reached its peak in February (prior to the April 1 average); but the April runoff has 
pushed the Sacramento Valley 40-30-30 index forecast for both the 50 and 90 percent exceedance level to near normal. 
 
Note: The Sierra Nevada Region’s average generation is based upon long-term modeling done for its "Green Book." The region does not project purchase 
power expenses for dry conditions, and its most probable expenses are based upon term purchases of 35 to 65 percent of projected power needs, with the 
difference being left to day-ahead markets after project pumping and generation have been scheduled. 
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Upper Great Plains Region 

 

 
 

 

Lake/Reservoir Content 
The yearly runoff forecast for the Missouri River basin as of June 1 was 15.5 MAF or 60% of average. May runoff above Sioux City was 1.567 MAF (46% of 
average). As of June 9, the system storage is 49.0 MAF.  
 
Other Conditions 
On June 14, 2026 the mountain Snow Water Equivalent (SWE) in the "Total above Fort Peck" reach is 0.1" and 1% of the annual peak remains. The mountain 
SWE in the "Fort Peck to Garrison" reach is 0.5" and 4% of the annual peak remains. The normal peak for both reaches occurs near April 17. The "Total above 
Fort Peck" reach peaked on March 16 at 12.3" SWE and 77% of the normal peak. The "Fort Peck to Garrison" reach peaked on March 16 at 11.6" SWE and 
79% of the normal peak. 
 
Note:  The Upper Great Plains Region reports 50 percent share of Yellowtail Dam generation while Rocky Mountain Region reports the snowpack, inflow, 
content, and remaining share of generation. Asterisks indicate that actual purchase power data is not available for the month. 


