ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW for CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DIETERMINATION
Rocky Meuntain Reglon, Western Aren Powor Admibistration

Bhue Ridge Communications Sife Access Road Maintenanco
Grand and Summit Conntles, Colovado

A. Briof Deseription of Proposal: Western Atea Power Adiinistration (Western) proposes to conduct
6.1 miles of toutine road maintenance from Colorado State Highway 9 to the Blue Ridge
Communications Site. The project is located approxlmately 7 miles south of Kremmling, Colotado,
Just northeast of Green Mountain Reservoir, The access road passes through private lands and State
of Colorado lands those managed by the USDI Burean of Land Management and USDA Forest
Service. Sections of the existing access road would be leveled with fill diit, graded, and repaired to
allow safe passage of tubberived frucks, Maintenance would include repair of borrow ditches,
installation ot repair of water bats and oulvetts, placing fill inaterial, rentoval of intruding vegetation,
and access road grading and rock removal, An atea on the road approximately 1/3 mile south of the
microwave site will require geotextile installation with stormwater drainage cateh basins
approximately 15 x {5 feot in size, There may be incidental vegetation clearing for the catchment
basins, and along the roadway to remove vegefation that may interfere with roadway use or proper
drainage. The equipment utitized for road maintenance would be rabber-tired motor grader, track
dozer, backhos, dump fruck, belly dump, and a skid-steer loader,

B, Numbeyr and Title of the Categorieal Iixclusion Being Applied: (Sece toxt in 10 CFR Pact 1021,
Subpart D.)

B1.3 Routine Maintenanee:

Routine maintenance activities and custodial sexrvices for buildings, structures, vights-of-way,
infrastructures (including, but not limited to, pathways, roads, and railroads), vehicles and
equipment, and localized vegetation and pest control, dvwing which operations may be
suspended and resumed, provided that the actlvities would be conducted in a manner in accordance
with applicable requirements, Custodial services ate activitles to preserve facility appeavance,
working conditions, and santtation (such as cleaning, window washing, lawn mowing, frash
colleotion, painting, and snow removat). Routine maintenance activities, corvective (that is,
repait), preventive, and predictive, ave vequived to mamtain and preserve buildings,
struetures, infrastructures, and equipment in o condition suitable for a facilify to be vsed foy
its designated purposo, Such maintenance may ocour as a vesulf of severe weather (such as
harricanes, floods, and torhados), wildfives, and other such events, Routine malntenance may result
In replacement to the extent that replacemont is in-kind and is not a substantial upgrade or
fmprovement, In-kind replacement includes instatlation of new components to replace outinoded
compononts, provided that the replacement does not result in a significant change in the expested
usefut life, design capaeity, or function of the facility. Routine maintenance does not jnclude
replacement of a major component that significantly extends the otlginally intended useful life of a
facility (for example, it does not include the replacement of a reactor vossel near the end of its usefil
life). Routine maintenance activities include, but are not limited to:

(a) Repair or teplacement of facility equipment, such as lathes, mills, pumps, and preésses;
(b) Door and window repair or replacement;

(o) Wall, ceiling, or floor repalr or replacement;

(d) Rercofing;

(6) Plumbing, electeical utility, lighting, and telephone service repair or replacement;

(® Rouline replacement of high-efficiency pattioutate ait filters;

(g) Inspeotion andfor treatment of currently instatled utility poles;
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() Repair of road embankments;

() Repalr or replacement of fire protection sprinkler systotus;

( Road and patking area resurfacing, including constiuction of femporary accoss to facititate
resurfacing, and seraping and grading of unpaved surfaces;

(k) Broslon conteol and soil stabilization measuees (such as reseeding, gabions, grading, and
revegetation);

() Survelllance and malntenance of surplus facilitles in accordance with DOE Oxder 435.1,
“Radioactive Waste Management,” or its successot;

(m) Repait and maintenance of transmission facilitles, such as teplacement of conductors of the
same nominal vollage, poles, cireuit breakers, teansformers, capacitots, crossarms, insulators,
and downed powerlines, in accordauce, where appropilate, with 40 CIR part 761
("Polychlorinated Biphenyls Manufacturing, Processing, Distribution in Commerce, and Use
Prohibitions®) o its successor;

() Routine testing aud calibration of facility components, subsystems, or porfable equipment (such
as control valves, in-core monitoring devices, tcansformets, capaoitors, monitoting wells,
lystieters, weather stations, and flumes);

(0) Routine decontamination of the surfaces of equipment, tooms, hot cells, or other interior
sutfaces of butldings (by such activities as wiping with rags, using strippable latex, and minor
vacuuiming), and removal of contaminated Infact equipment and other material (not including
spont nuclear fisel or speotal ituolear matetial in nuclear reactors); and

() Removal of debris,

C. Regulatory Requirements in 1§ CFR 1021.410 (): (See full text in regulation and attached
cheoklist,)

1) The proposed action fits within a class of actions listed in Appendix A or B to Subpart DD,

For classes of actions listed in Appendix B, the fotlowing conditions ate integral slements, To fit
within a class, the proposal piyst not:

o Threaton a violation of applicable statutory, repulatory, or permit requirements for
environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOR ot Exeoutive Orders;

¢ Require siting and construction ot major expansion of waste stotage, disposal, recovery, or
treatment facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically
exeluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment actions or facilities; -

¢ Distwrh hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-~excluded petroleum
and natural gas produets that preexist in the envitonment such that there would be
uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; :

¢+ Have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally sensitive resources. An
environmertally senshtive tesource Is typioally a resource that has been identified as needing
protection through Executive Order, statute, or regulation by ¥ederal, State, or local
government, or a federally recognized Indian tribe, An action may be categorically
exeluded if, although sensitive resources ate present, the action would not have the potential
to cause significant impaots on those resoutces (such as constiuetion of & building with its
foundation well above a sole-source aquifer or upfand surface soil removal on a site that bas
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wetlands), Environmentally sensltive resources inctude, but are not limited to, those [isted
in paragraph B, (4) (see Aftachment A),

2) ‘There ate no extraotditiary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance
of the environinental offects of the proposal.

3) The proposal is not “connected” to other actions with potentially signiffoant limpacts, is not
related to other proposed actions with cumulatlvely significant impaots, and is not precluded by
40 CFR 1506, or 10 CER 1021.211,

Special Stipwtations Portaining to the Proposaly

If the scope of work of this project changes, Western’s Environmental Division must be contacted
for additional environmental roview.

This Categorical Exclusion is valid for the 2015 field season after the slgnature date. If construction
has not commenced within that time, Western’s Bnvironmental Division must be contacted for an
updated environmental review prior to constinetiorn,

If any cultural matetlals ave discovered during construction, woik in the area shall halt immediaiely,
Western Reglonal Preservation Officer shall be contacted, and the material evaluated by an
archacologist or historian meeting the Sectetary of the Interior’s Professional Qualification
Standards (48 FR 22716, Sept, 1983).

Cultural Resowrce Monitors ave required on this project, Contaet Wesfern’s Envirenmental
Division prior to initiatlon of the project, so that they may aviange for an on-site archeologieal
moniior fo be present in advance of the maintenance crews to ensure fhat the environmentally
sensitive areas would be avoided,

Inifinte construction activities afier July 15 to prevent disturbances within the nesting and
brooeding season for Greater Sage~grouse, The BLM Kventmling Field Office Proposed
Resource Management Plan / FEIS prohibifs surface-disturbing activities in nesting and
brooding habitat for this species hetweon March 1 and July 15.

Western has a clean vehicle policy and atl equiptment used must be oleaned prior to use in order to
provent transporting of invastve plant or noxious weed seeds, Operators will be requited to wash all
machinery (ieailers, trucks, UTVs, ete.) bofore entering the action area and working on the project to
prevent transport of non-native invasive specles,

To comply with the Migeatory Blid Treaty Act, maintenance work should be scheduled outside the
Mateh 1 through July 31 general niesting perlods. If the maintenance work is to be done during this
period contact Western’s Environmental Divislon so that they may attange for a pedesisian sutvey to
be conducted in advance of the maintenance crews to identify active nests that are to bo avoided.
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Western shall exercise care to proserve the natural landscape and shall conduot this construction
operation fo prevent any unnecessary destruetion, scarring, or defacing of the natural suttoundings in

.the project vicinity, Except whero cleating is required for pexmanent works, approved construction

ronds, or excavation operations, vegetailon shall be preserved and shall be protected from damage by
Western’s construstion operations and equipment,

Deteymingtion: Based on my review of inforination provided to me and in my possession
concering the proposed action, 1 have detormined that the proposed action fits within the specified
class of actlons, the other regulatory requitements set forth above are met, and the proposed action is
categorleally exoluded from reguivenients for an BA or an HIS.
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Sighatore

C. Shane Kimbrough

NEPA Complance Officer

Rocky Mountain Customer Service Region
Western Avea Power Administeation

Prepaved by: Tim Snowden
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ATTACHMENT A
Condittons That Arve Integral Flements of the Classes
of Aetions in Appondix B That Apply to This Proposal
Checklist for Categorical Exclusion Determination, revised Nov, 2011

Applieation of Categorieal Exclnsions (1021,410) Digagres | Agreo | Unknown
(b)(1) The proposal fits within a class of actions that is listed In X

appendix B to subpait D,

(b)(?) Those are no extraordinaty ciroutnstances related to the X

proposal that may affect the significance of the envitonmental
effects of the proposal, including, but not Hmited to, sclentifio
controversy about the environmental effects of the praposal;
uncertalu offects or effects involving unique or unknown risks;
and unresolved conflicts concerning alfernate uses of available
resourees,

(b)(3) The proposal has not been segraented fo meet the X
definition of a categorical exclusion. Segmentation can ocour
when a proposal is broken down into small parts in order to
avoid the appearance of significance of the total action, The
scope of a proposal must include the consideration of connected
and ournulative actions, that is, the proposal is not connected to
other actions with potentially significant impaots (40 CFR
1508.25(a)(1)), is not related to other actions with individually
insignificant but cumulatively significant impacts (40 CFR
1508.27(b)(7)), and is not prealuded by 40 CER 1506,1 o1 §
1021.211 of this patt concerning limitations on actions during

BIS preparation,

B, Conditions that ave Integral Blements of the Classes of NO YES | Unknown
Actlons in Appendix B,

(1) Threaten a violation of applicable statutoty, regulatory, or X

permit requitements for envivomnent, safety and health, or
simifar requirements of DO or Executive Orders,

(2) Require siting and construotion or major expansion of waste X
storage, disposal, recovery, or {reatment facltities (including
incinerators), but the proposal may include categovically
exoluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment
actions or facilities,

(3) Disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or X
CERCLA-excluded petrolewm and natural gas products that
preexist in the envivonment such that there would be

| uncontrolled or unpermitted releases,

(4) Have the potentlal to cause significant itpacts on X
envirommentatly sensitive resources, An envirommentally
sensitive resource is typlcally a resource that has been
identified as needing protection through Exeoutive Order,

S




ENVIRONMEINTAL REVIEW for CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION
Roeky Mountain Reglon, Western Area Power Administration

Blue Ridge Communieations Site Access Road Maintenance
Grand and Summit Countles, Colorado

statue, ot regulation by Federal, state, or Iocal government,
or a federally recognized Indian tribe, An action may be
categotically excluded if, although sensitive resources ave
present, the action would not have the potential to cause
significant impacts on those resources (such as constriction
of a building with its foundation well above a sole-source
aquifer or upland surface soil removal on a site that has
wetlands). Environmentally sensitive resources Ihelude, but
are not linlted to:

{) Property (such as sites, bulldings, structures, and X
objects) of historic, archaeologleal, or architectural ‘
stenificance designated by a Federal, state, or local
government, or property determined to be eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historle Places;

(i) Federally-listed threatened or endangered species or X
their habitat (including critical habitat) or Federatly-
proposed or candidate species or their habitat
(Endangered Species Act); state-listed or state-proposed
endangered ot threatened species or their habitat;
Federally-protected matine mammals and Essential Fish
Habitat (Marine Mammal Profection Act; Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act);
and otherwise Fedetally-protected species (such as
under the Bald and Goldon Eagle Proteotion Act or the
Migratory Bird Treaty Acl);

(iit) Floodplains and wetlands (as defined in 10 CFR 1022.4, P4
—Compliance with Floodplain and Wetland
Environmental Review Requitements: “Definitions,” or
its successot);

(iv) Areas having a special designation such as Federally- X
and state-designated wilderness areas, national patks,
national monuments, natlonal natwal landmarks, wild
and seenio rivers, state and Fedoral wildlife refuges,
scenic aroas (such as National Scenic and Historle Tralls
or National Scenic Areas), and marine sanctuaries;

(v) Prime or unique farmland, or other farmland of X
statewlde ot local itportance, as defined at 7 CFR
658.2(a), —Farmiand Protection Policy Act:
Definitions, or lts successor;

(vl) Speciat sources of water (such as sole-souice aquifers, X
wellhead protection areas, and ofher watet sources that
are vital in a region); and

(vii) Tundra, coral reefs, or rain forests; or X
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(5) Involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology, X
governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive
species, unless the proposed activity would be contalned or
confined 1n a manner desighed and operated to prevent
unauthorized release into the environment and conducted in
accordance with applicable requiretnents, such as those of
the Depattinent of Agticulture, the Environmental Protection
Agenocy, and the Natlonal Institutes of Health,




