CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION DETERMINATION
Proposed Action Title: Decision to join the Western Energy Imbalance Service (WEIS) market.
Customer Service Regions: Colorado River Storage Project Management Center, Rocky Mountain Region, Upper Great
Plains Region
Location: WACM Balancing Authority Area and WAUW Balancing Authority Area
Proposed Action Description:
Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) proposes to join the WEIS to be operated by the Southwest Power Pool. This
wholesale electricity market will balance generation and load regionally and in real time. WAPA is considering the WEIS to
ensure reliable delivery of our hydropower while adjusting to a changing energy mix. This plan 1) responds to customer
feedback requesting WAPA to lead organized market discussions; 2) addresses WAPA balancing authority limitations; 3)
facilitates integration of variable resources; 4) enables participants who want to optimize their resources.
More information is available at: https://www.wapa.gov/About/keytopics/Pages/energy-imbalance.aspx
Number and Title of the Categorical Exclusion Being Applied: (See text in 10 CFR 1021, Subpart D, Appendix B.)
B4.4 Power marketing services and activities Power marketing services and power management activities (including, but not
limited to, storage, load shaping and balancing, seasonal exchanges, and other similar activities), provided that the operations
of generating projects would remain within normal operating limits.
B4.8 Electricity transmission agreements New electricity transmission agreements, and modifications to existing transmission
arrangements, to use a transmission facility of one system to transfer power of and for another system, provided that no new
generation projects would be involved and no physical changes in the transmission system would be made beyond the
previously disturbed or developed facility area.
Regulatory Requirements 10 CFR 1021.410 (b): (See full text in regulation)
The proposed action fits within a class of actions that is listed in Appendix B to subpart D to 10 CFR 1021.
To fit within the classes of actions listed in Appendix B, a proposal must be one that would not: (1) Threaten a violation of
applicable statutory, regulatory, or permit requirements for environment, safety, and health, or similar requirements of DOE or
Executive Orders; (2) Require siting and construction or major expansion of waste storage, disposal, recovery, or treatment
facilities (including incinerators), but the proposal may include categorically excluded waste storage, disposal, recovery, or
treatment actions or facilities; (3) Disturb hazardous substances, pollutants, contaminants, or CERCLA-excluded petroleum
and natural gas products that preexist in the environment such that there would be uncontrolled or unpermitted releases; (4)
Have the potential to cause significant impacts on environmentally sensitive resources, including, but not limited to, those
listed in paragraph B(4) of 10 CFR 1021 Appendix B; (5) Involve genetically engineered organisms, synthetic biology,
governmentally designated noxious weeds, or invasive species, unless the proposed activity would be contained or confined in
a manner designed and operated to prevent unauthorized release into the environment and conducted in accordance with
applicable requirements, such as those of the Department of Agriculture, the Environmental Protection Agency, and the
National Institutes of Health.
There are no extraordinary circumstances related to the proposal that may affect the significance of the environmental effects
of the proposal; and the proposal has not been improperly segmented and the proposal is not “connected” to other actions with
potentially significant impacts, is not related to other proposed actions with cumulatively significant impacts, and is not
precluded by 40 CFR 1506.1 or 10 CFR 1021.211.
Based on my review of information conveyed to me and in my possession concerning the proposed action, as NEPA
Compliance Officer, I have determined that the proposed action fits within the specified class of actions, the other regulatory
requirements set forth above are met, and the proposed action is hereby categorically excluded from further NEPA review.
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