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Western Area Power Administration  Office of National Environmental Policy Act  
P. O. Box 35800     (NEPA) Policy and Compliance 
Billings, MT 59107-5800   Environment, Safety and Health (GC-54) 
Telephone:  (406) 247-7385   U.S. Department of Energy 
DeerCreekStationEIS@wapa.gov  Washington, DC 20585 
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Abstract:  In response to a request from Basin Electric Power Cooperative (Basin Electric), Western Area 
Power Administration (Western) proposes to provide interconnection services, and Rural Utilities Service 
(RUS) proposes to provide financial assistance, for the Deer Creek Station Project, a proposed 300-
megawatt (MW) natural gas-fired generation facility.  The facility is being proposed to meet projected 
intermediate demands for electricity in the eastern portion of Basin Electric Power Cooperative’s service 
territory, as determined from a power supply analysis.  Basin Electric’s alternatives analysis included 
alternative power generation technologies and alternative sites.  Basin Electric proposes to construct a 
proposed natural gas-fired combined-cycle facility at one of two sites near White, South Dakota (SD).  
The alternative sites are convenient to a natural gas supply pipeline and to a transmission line owned by 
Western.  If the proposed Project was not constructed, there would be no effects in the immediate 
vicinity; however, the underlying power demand would still need to be met and power supply 
infrastructure would likely be constructed somewhere.  If the generation facility were to be constructed at 
White Site 1, a 13.2-mile natural gas pipeline, a 0.75-mile transmission line, two water wells, and a 
1.25-mile water supply line would be constructed, and one mile of local roads would be improved.  Most 
of the impacts associated with the facility site would be on cultivated cropland and pastureland; however, 
the natural gas pipeline would temporarily impact two small areas of native prairie and several areas of 
wetlands, and the water supply wells would require pumping from a Well Head Protection Area along 
Deer Creek.  If the generation facility were to be constructed at White Site 2, a 10-mile natural gas 
pipeline, a one-mile rural water pipeline extension, a one-half mile transmission line, and an on-site 
substation would also be constructed.  Most of the impacts would be on cultivated cropland and 
pastureland; however, some permanent wetland impacts could be expected.  Adverse effects would be 
minimized by use of best management practices for erosion control and dust suppression, by pipeline 
construction in the fall, and by avoiding the breeding season for Dakota skipper in native prairie.  
Monitoring wells would be used to ensure that groundwater pumping does not adversely affect 
hydrological conditions in Deer Creek.   
 

Comments on this Draft EIS should be sent only to Matt Marsh at Western Area Power Administration at 
the address above.  Comments must be postmarked no later than March 22, 2010. 
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