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Natural Resources Conservation Service
1301 Business Loop East Suite 1
Jamestown, ND 58401

September 30, 2013

Lou Hanebury, EPS
DOE/Western Area Power Administration
Upper Great Plains Customer Service Region
P.O. Box 35800
Billings, MT 59107-5800

RE: Sunflower Wind Project Morton and Stark Counties, North Dakota

Dear Mr. Hanebury,

Jim Hopfauf, the Soil Conservation District Supervisor of Morton County in Mandan, ND
contacted me about your office requesting comments about issues related to the Sunflower Wind
Project Area in Morton and Stark Counties, North Dakota and how the development may affect
land use and applicable permits that maybe required from his office. I received your letter today
and although the comment period has closed I feel it is beneficial that I comment regarding the
above named project. Information regarding Conservation Reserve Program properties in the
project areas can be obtained by contacting Linda Urlacher, County Executive Director, Morton
County Farm Service Agency, 2540 Overlook Ln., Mandan, ND 58554 for Morton County and
Pete Solemsaas, County Executive Director, Stark County Farm Service Agency, 2493 4th Ave
W Room B., Dickinson, ND 58601-2623 for Stark County. The Natural Resources Conservation
Service (NRCS) concerns are in regards to prime farmlands, wetlands, and soil erosion in
Morton and Stark Counties. NRCS policy regarding prime farmlands and wetlands is as follows.

Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) – NRCS has a major responsibility with FPPA in
documenting conversion of farmland (i.e., prime, statewide, and local importance) to non-
agricultural use. If your proposed project does not include any federal funds FPPA does not
apply; therefore, no further action is needed. If your project is supported by federal funds, FPPA
may apply under certain circumstances. New transmission towers may remove farmland from
production; therefore, these sites may be subject to FPPA, and an AD-106 must be completed.
You may utilize a fillable web based form at
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Programs/fppa/pdf files/AD106.PDF to record the following. Please
complete Part I and Part III for those areas affected by FPPA and return to me. Activities such as
installing overhead power lines, substations, a switching yard and wind turbines etc., will enact
FPPA, and the form AD-1006 must be completed. If your project has progressed to the point
where permanent sites have been selected, please follow the instructions in the next paragraph. A
fill-able, web based form Farmland Conversion Impact Rating Form AD-1006 is available at
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/Programs/fppa/pdf_files/AD1006.PDF to record the following
information. Please complete Part I and Part III and return to me. I will also need a map of the
sites at an appropriate scale so I can accurately assess the area (e.g., 1:20,000 or 1:24,000).
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If the farmland (i.e., prime, statewide, and local importance) is determined to be subject to the
FPPA, I will then complete Parts II and IV.

NRCS will measure the relative value of the site as farmland on a scale of 0 to 100, according to
the information sources listed in CFR 658.5(a). If FPPA applies to this site, Form AD- 1006 will
be returned to your agency for completion of Part VI, Site Assessment Criteria.

For the past year, NRCS has been monitoring Farmland Conversion Impact Ratings (Form AD-
1006 and Form AD-106). Over this period of time, we have become concerned with how the
forms are being completed, particularly Part IV – Site Assessment Criteria, which is consistently
being scored below 60 points.

As a general rule, if FPPA applies and the site is in agricultural production, rarely would it be
appropriate for it to have a score of less than 60 points. According to CFR 658.4(g), your agency
is requested to return a copy of the Form AD-1006, which Page 2 indicates, the final decision, to
NRCS so we can meet our reporting requirements and for data collection process.

Wetlands - The Wetland Conservation Provisions of the 1985 Food Security Act, as amended,
provide that if a USDA participant converts a wetland for the purpose of, or to have the effect of,
making agricultural production possible, loss of USDA benefits could occur.

NRCS has developed the following guidelines for the installation of permanent structures where
wetlands occur. If these guidelines are followed, the impacts to the wetland(s) will be considered
minimal allowing USDA participants to continue to receive USDA benefits. Following are the
requirements:

 Disturbance to the wetland(s) must be temporary,
 no drainage of the wetland(s) is allowed (temporary or permanent),
 mechanized landscaping necessary for installation is kept to a minimum and

preconstruction contours are maintained,
 temporary side cast material must be placed in such a manner not to be dispersed in the

wetland, and
 all trenches must be backfilled to the original wetland bottom elevation.

NRCS would recommend that impacts to wetland(s) be avoided. If the alignment of the
permanent structure requires construction in a wetland, NRCS can complete a certified wetland
determination, if requested by the landowner/operator. In addition, care should be taken during
the construction of the proposed project to minimize soil blowing and water erosion as these may
cause negative impacts to adjacent farmlands.

If you have additional questions pertaining to FPPA, please contact me, at (701) 252-1460 EXT
115
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Sincerely

FREDERICK P. AZIZ
Area Resource Soil Scientist

Cc:
Michele Doyle, DC, NRCS, Mandan, ND
Steven J. Sieler, SSL, NRCS, Bismarck, ND
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Kruger, Thomas

From: Wanner, Kyle C. <kcwanner@nd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 12:27 PM
To: Casey Willis
Cc: Taborsky, Lawrence E.
Subject: RE: Private Airstrips Database
Attachments: Antelope Hills Map Airports in Vicinity.pdf; Sunflower Map Airports in Vicinity.pdf; Antelope

Hills Map All Airports.pdf; Sunflower Map All Airports.pdf

Casey,

These maps are a great help in showing where the private/public airports are in relation to the project boundaries. I
would recommend sending the project map/comment information to the airport contacts listed to be in the area
shown. This will assure that you get the proper timely feedback that you would like to receive and would give the
airports the opportunity to comment if they feel it is necessary. Looking at the locations, I would think that there would
be no conflicts, but if you are able to do the due diligence of asking the airports and requesting comments ahead of
time, then you have done the best you can and can inform the ND PSC that the airports have been contacted and that
there are no issues.

Thanks,

Kyle Wanner, Airport Planner
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission
w (701) 328-9651
c (701) 425-5926
http://www.nd.gov/ndaero/

From: Casey Willis [mailto:cwillis@infinitywind.com]
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 11:28 AM
To: Wanner, Kyle C.
Subject: RE: Private Airstrips Database

Kyle, take a look at the attached maps. I plotted the location of all of the airports that were within about 10 miles of
each of our two projects. I previously stated incorrectly that all of the airstrips were farther than six miles from our
site. There are a couple small private airstrips that are about 3-4 miles from the project boundary. This doesn’t
necessarily represent, where the turbines would be placed, so it’s more conservative in that regard.

Would you recommend that we reach out to the contacts listed?

Casey

From: Wanner, Kyle C. [mailto:kcwanner@nd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 10:34 AM
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To: Casey Willis
Subject: RE: Private Airstrips Database

Casey,

The ND reviews wind project boundary areas and ensures that the project will not conflict with any of our public
airports. We provide comments when we feel that the project could have a negative impact on one of our public
airports. I would encourage you to identify the registered private use airports by utilizing the FAA database that may be
affected by the project and work with problems and solutions with the private airstrip owners on a local level.

As you have stated – if there is no affect to public airports and the project area is approximately 6 miles from any private
airstrips than it is reasonable to say you should not have a conflict.

Kyle Wanner, Airport Planner
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission
w (701) 328-9651
c (701) 425-5926
http://www.nd.gov/ndaero/

From: Casey Willis [mailto:cwillis@infinitywind.com]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 12:15 PM
To: Wanner, Kyle C.
Subject: RE: Private Airstrips Database

Thanks Kyle. As I indicated in the email to Larry, we submitted 7460s through the FAA and were issued Determinations
of No Hazard. I’ve looked through the database and I’m aware of the private airports that are listed. All are located at
least six miles from our project area, so I don’t think we are going to have a conflict.

Question for you. Does the ND Aeronautics Commission review wind projects and determine whether there will or will
not be conflicts with airports in the vicinity? The ND PSC is apparently sensitive to this issue, so I’m just trying to figure
out if I need to send you a project boundary and request a response letter? Or if there’s another method that I should
use to put this issue to rest?

Let me know your thoughts on this.

Casey

From: Wanner, Kyle C. [mailto:kcwanner@nd.gov]
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2013 6:03 AM
To: Casey Willis
Cc: Taborsky, Lawrence E.
Subject: RE: Private Airstrips Database

Casey,

The database that we currently utilize to track existing registered private airstrips is maintained by the FAA as the FAA is
the entity that certifies private airstrips. The database can be found at:
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http://www.faa.gov/airports/airport safety/airportdata 5010/

Hope this helps-

Kyle Wanner, Airport Planner
North Dakota Aeronautics Commission
w (701) 328-9651
c (701) 425-5926
http://www.nd.gov/ndaero/

From: Casey Willis [mailto:cwillis@infinitywind.com]
Sent: Monday, October 21, 2013 5:51 PM
To: Taborsky, Lawrence E.
Subject: Private Airstrips Database

Larry,

Question for you. We have a couple wind energy projects that we are working on developing in North Dakota. They will
be required to go through the ND PSC site certificate process. It was recently conveyed to me that the Commissioners
have taken an interest in the potential for a project’s conflict with existing airports. We have Notices of Determination
that were issued by the FAA, but it was suggested that I contact the North Dakota Aeronautics Commission for a list of
private airstrips that would not necessarily be screened by the FAA.

Does the ND Aeronautics Commission maintain a database on existing private airstrips? If so, how would I go about
requesting a list in proximity to our project sites?

Thanks,
Casey

Infinity Wind Power
3760 State St., Suite 102 | Santa Barbara, CA 93105
O 805.569 6185 | M 805.701.1979 | F 805.569.6190
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Hanebury, Lou

From:
Sent: Saturday, August 31, 2013 11:56 AM
To: Hanebury, Lou

Why to wind turbines.   Drive through Casper, WYO and see how ugly they are and they supply not the state 
they are in but other states and ruin the land and kill more birds than any oilfield does. 
Sent from my Verizon Wireless 4G LTE DROID 
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Hanebury, Lou

From:
Sent: Friday, August 09, 2013 8:54 AM
To: Hanebury, Lou
Subject: Sunflower Wind Project locations

Dear Mr. Hanebury, 
  
I am in receipt of a letter from you dated August 5, 2013 regarding the above mentioned project.  As I 
live in Colorado most of the year and will not be able to attend the scoping meeting I am hoping you 
can answer some questions for me.   
1.  Have locations for turbines been finalized? 
2.   What is the impact to the landowner where turbines are located? 
3.  Has the location for the substation been located and finalized? 
4.  What accessability for road/trail construction to get to all sites will occur? 
  
I ask these questions as according to the map accompanying your letter it looks like the substation 
could be located on the west 1/2 of 139:91:22 which is our property (I do not have issue with this) and 
our other property located in the SW corner of the map area may also be contributing to a possible 
turbine location?  (for this location existing access roads are already in place with Stark County Rd 
79.   
  
Any information you can provide is appreciated. 

Tim Schlenvogt 
 


































