Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr. Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana
59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.qov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr. Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish)

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us to remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

> Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information
No, please remove my name from your mailing list
Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.

> _Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)
X _Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review
X __Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you

Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated ghout

this Project. | (Rogrd of Edutotion Lands + FaM?SB

Name:  QRicvocd R.endocott  Tifle: C & 0O/ Byvecuhwe Seccaiar N
Mailing address:___ 5585 NoYdY Colrer Rivd,

City, State, Zip:__\ voc o\, NS 6X<05

Phone: L&b?,//ﬂr';é{\ -Zovd. Email:_prchavad. ¢ nAa oM@ nebvaska. Gov

Contact Us

For more information contact Mr. Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at
(406) 255-2811 or GrandePrairie@wapa.gov.




DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
CORPS OF ENGINEERS, OMAHA DISTRICT
NEBRASKA REGULATORY OFFICE - WEHRSPANN
8901 SOUTH 154™ STREET, SUITE 1
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68138-3621

http://www.nwo.usace army.mil/html/od-rne/NEhome html
April 25, 2012

Mr. Patrick Dalseth

Midwest Wind Energy, LLC

205 North Michigan Avenue, Suite 3910
Chicago, Illinois 60601

RE: NWO-2012-00977-WEH, Request for Review
Wind Energy Facility
Holt County, Nebraska

Dear Mr. Dalseth:

This letter pertains to your correspondence, received in our office on 13 April, 2012,
requesting our review of the above-referenced project for possible environmental impact. The
project is located in Holt County, Nebraska.

The Corps of Engineers is responsible for administering Federal laws that regulate certain
activities within waters of the United States. The authority applicable to this responsibility is
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. 1344), which prohibits the discharge of dredge or
fill materials into lakes, streams or wetlands without authorization in the form of a Department of
the Army permit and Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 which regulate all work
or structures in or affecting the course, condition, or capacity of navigable waters of the United
States.

A Department of the Army Section 404 permit is required to place fill material into any
water of the United States (rivers, streams, ponds, lakes, etc) in the project area, which includes
any staging areas, temporary roads, etc. It appears that you project may impact waters of the
United States. Please complete and return the following:

1. Enclosed application;
. Color photographs of the impact areas (temporary and permanent);
3. A detailed description of the activity you wish to conduct and the methods you plan to use
(including type of machinery, type of rock, etc.);
4. Delineation of waters of the United States and special aquatic sites, including wetlands
(USFWS NWI will not be accepted as sole source for wetland identification);
5. A detailed description of special aquatic site and stream impacts, including acreages and

lengths;
6. Source of any Federal funding that will be used at any time during the project.

When we receive the material, we will determine what type of permit, if any, is required.



If you have any questions, or would like to schedule a pre-application meeting, you can
write to the above address, email at Laura. Banker@usace.army.mil, or call (402) 896-0896 and
refer to file number NW0-2012-00977-WEH.

Sincerely,

Rawna Bonter

Ms. Laura Banker, Project Manager

Enclosures
Copy Furnished:

Matt Marsh, United States Department of Energy
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Gillespie, Molly

From: Wegner, David <David.Wegner@mail.house.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 9:00 AM

To: ‘grandeprairie@wapa.gov'

Subject: Interconnection of the Grand Prairie Wind Farm, NE

The ACOE is under our jurisdiction. | am assuming that as you move forward on the
interconnection of the Grande Prairie wind farm that there may be some permitting issues
associated with wetlands, etc. Please put me on your mailing list for this project. Thank
you. dave

David L. Wegner

Senior Democratic Staff

Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure
B-375 Rayburn House Office Building

Washington, DC 20515
http://democrats.transportation.house.gov
(202)-226-0206 (office)/(202) 596-4180(Blackberry)
(202) 225-0060 (main office)




Gillespie, Molly

From: Amber Tucker <Tucker. Amber@epamail.epa.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 10:37 AM

To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov

Cc: Larry Shepard; Eliodora Chamberlain; Joe Cothern; Nick_Kaczor@fws.gov
Subject: Grand Prairie Wind Farm NOI Comments

Attachments: Holt County NE Wind Project.pdf

Dear Mr. Marsh:

This correspondence is in response to your request for comments related to the Notice of Intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed interconnection of the Grand Prairie Wind Farm
Project in Holt County, near the city of O'Neill, Nebraska. The EIS will address Western’s Federal action of
interconnecting the proposed Project to Western’s transmission system and will also include a review of the
potential environmental impacts of Grande Prairie constructing, operating, and maintaining a 400-megawatt
(MW) wind power generating facility, consisting of wind turbine generators, access roads, an electrical
collection system, a collector substation, permanent meteorological tower(s), a sonic detection and ranging
(SODAR) unit, an operations and maintenance building and yard, a transmission line, temporary staging areas,
and other ancillary facilities. Thank you for informing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of this
project and for the opportunity to comment.

In preliminarily evaluating this action, I referred to EPA Region 7°s NEPAssist database for spatial
relationships of environmentally regulated facilities and remediation sites. Our search indicated that one or
more Federally listed threatened or endangered species may be present in or near the study area. EPA
recommends consulting with the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s Nebraska Ecological Services Field

Office. Their contact number is 308-382-6468, their website is http://www.fws.gov/nebraskaes/.

In the event that there are jurisdictional Waters of the United States affected by the proposed action, it will be
necessary to mitigate for all streams and wetlands that may be affected in the commencement of the proposed
project. We recommend that any mitigation should occur in the same HUC 8 or smaller watershed as the
location of the project effects. We recommend that you contact the appropriate authorities at the US Army
Corp of Engineers to determine whether a CWA Section 404 permit may be required for this action. If changes
occur in the project purpose, need, alternatives, or impacts between now and the time of issuance on Public
Notice by the Corps of Engineers, EPA’s 404 program reserves the ability to comment further on this project.

In addition, EPA has agreed to serve as a cooperating agency under NEPA with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) and the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) in the preparation of an EIS supporting their planning
for a joint comprehensive conservation strategy and land protection plan (LPP) for the Niobrara Confluence and
Ponca Bluffs areas of the Missouri River in southeast South Dakota and northeast Nebraska. The LPP aims to
improve floodplain management in this area. The FWS and NPS are co-lead agencies in this effort and issued a
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register on February 12, 2012. The FWS and NPS are
currently in the scoping phase of EIS development. WAPA's Grande Prairie Wind Project area appears to be
very close to, if not actually overlapping, the project area for the Niobrara Confluence Watershed Study Area of
the FWS/NPS project in Knox and Holt counties in Nebraska. EPA recommends that the WAPA project team
coordinate with the FWS/NPS project team throughout the planning process for both projects. The website for
the FWS/NPS project is http://parkplanning.nps.gov/niob-ponca and the project team leader is Mr. Nick Kaczor,
with the FWS, whom I have copied on this email. Mr. Kaczor's phone number is (303) 236-4387.




Thank you for involving the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during the consideration of
environmental impacts either to or from this project. As further planning and studies progress, EPA would
appreciate being notified of future meetings and/or project documents that may be issued. If you have any other
questions, you can contact me at 913-551-7565, or via email at tucker.amber@epa.gov, or Larry Shepard at
913-551-7441 or shepard.larry@epa.gov.

Sincerely,

Amber Tucker
US EPA R7
ENSV-NEPA Team
901 N 5th St
Kansas City, KS 66101
913-551-7565

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it's not." -Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax



NEPAssist | US Environmental Protection Agency http://r7arcims.r7comp.epa.gov/NEPAVE/analysis.aspx
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Gillespie, Molly

From: Amber Tucker <Tucker. Amber@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 10:07 AM

To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov

Subject: Scoping Meeting April 24th

Good morning Mr. Marsh,

| hope your day is going well. | have a few questions regarding the scoping meeting scheduled for next Tuesday, April
24th. First, what time will the meeting be held? And second, will there be an opportunity to call in to this meeting, &/or is
a webinar taking place? I'm not sure that we will be able to physically travel to this meeting but if the opportunity is
available, would certainly be interested in "virtually" attending. Could you please keep us informed of any updates to this
project? Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Thanks and have a great day.

Amber Tucker

US EPA R7
ENSV-NEPA Team
901 N 5th St

Kansas City, KS 66101
913-551-7565

"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it's not." -Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax



STATE OF NEBRASKA

| Dave Heineman DEPARTMENT OF ROADS
Governor Monty W. Fredrickson, P.E., Director — State Engineer
1500 Highway 2 PO Box 94759 e Lincoln NE 68509-4759

Phone (402)471-4567 ¢ FAX (402)479-4325 e transportation.nebraska.gov

May 9, 2012

Mr. Matt Marsh

Environmental Protection Specialist
Upper Great Plains Region
Western Area Power Administration
PO Box 35800

Billings, MT 59107-5800

Dear Mr. Marsh:

We received your letter concerning the Grande Prairie Wind Energy Project north of
O’Neill, Nebraska. The State of Nebraska Department of Roads (NDOR) is interested in the
development of this project and has the following comments:

1. If wind energy utilities and infrastructures, including new access roads, cross or occupy
state highway right-of-way, a review of the associated plans is required by the NDOR.
When coordinated and approved, a right-of-way occupation permit is issued by the
NDOR.

2. The transportation of the wind turbine generators on state highways may require an
overweight and over-dimensional permit. Typically, when the blades for a wind farm are
moved, they do not require a permit. The blades are long, but generally not overweight,
and are exempt by State Statute. The bases, however, are usually heavy and require an
overweight permit. As a resource concerning NDOR overweight and over-dimensional
permits, see our website at hitp://www.dor.state.ne.us/rptmotr-carriers.htm.

3. The specified location of the wind energy facility does not impact NDOR or its highways.
Thank you for allowing NDOR to comment on the proposed project.

Sincerely,

. PR— P /,’ /
1M/ ’ \ g g 44

onty/W. Fredrickson, P.E.
irector — State Engineer

MWF:MO:z
ce: Randy Peters, NDOR Deputy Director — Engineering

Moe Jamshidi, NDOR Deputy Director — Operations
Mike Owen, NDOR

An Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action Employer



Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr. Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana
59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.gov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr. Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish)

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us to remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

X Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information
No, please remove my name from your mailing list
Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.

X___Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)
Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review
Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you
Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated about .
this Project. Reormeouve Wo »/L/‘(;?’” PNl chaoo—5 ncvrne cen e perae WA

Name: W\ iKe O wen Title: 'Pla/ku:nq'f PWWW
Mailing address:___ PO Bo¥ Q4759 Depeaton
City, State, Zip:___Lincoln NE 6RSO9 Evepraon
Phone:_{ 62 - 479 — 4795 Email:_-m]_@u&@_\e&rasﬁa.gov

Contact Us

For more information contact Mr. Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at
(406) 255-2811 or GrandePrairie@wapa.qov.
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STATE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

May 2, 2012

Mr. Matt Marsh

Department of Energy

Western Area Power Administration
P.O. Box 35800

Billings, MT 59107-5800

RE: Request for Preliminary Consultation
Holt County Wind Project
HP# 1204-082-01

Dear Mr. Marsh,

| have compared our survey maps with your project area, and have found that historic properties have
been surveyed in the areas delineated on the enclosed map. This is not to say that they are eligible for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places or are even still extant; simply that our surveyors found
them to have sufficient historic integrity to be surveyed. The surveys date from 1987, so the
information is dated.

| also enclose a standard document that we are making available to all wind farm projects. | hope you
will find it useful.

If you have questions, you may call me at (402) 471-4773, or email at jill.dolberg@nebraska.gov.

Sincerely,

ol

. Dolberg
Review and Compliance Coordinator
Nebraska State Historical Society

1500 R Street
PO Box 82554
Lincoln, NE 68501-2554

p: (800) 833-6747
(402) 471-3270
f: (402) 471-3100

www.nebraskahistory.org
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GUIDANCE FOR WIND DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Alternative energy production and distribution is an important strategic choice for America today
and it is fitting that Nebraska play a role in this new and expanding technology. The Nebraska
State Historical Society believes that alternative energy can bring many advantages to our state
and its people, and we are convinced that this can be done while protecting the significant
cultural resources found across our state as well as the cultural landscapes that make Nebraska
the very special place that it is. We encourage partnerships with our agency in meeting these
mutual public goals. The following guidance is issued to developers of wind projects.

Addressing Cultural Resources

There are three areas of consideration in the preservation of cultural resources while meeting
these goals. The first are the archeological resources that give evidence of the lives and activities
of communities of people who have lived here over the past centuries. Second, there are
standing structures such as rural homesteads, agricultural buildings and transportation routes that
included the historic overland trails. The third area of concern consists of the spectacular vistas
— sometimes called “viewsheds” - that contribute to the setting of certain cultural resources.

The Nebraska State Historical Society is delegated the responsibility for historic preservation law
and regulation in the state. Developers can consult with this agency’s State Historic
Preservation Officer (SHPO) or the Nebraska State Archeologist in the development of projects.
If federal action (i.e. permits, financial assistance or federal lands) is required for a wind project,
the developer is required to support the lead federal agency in compliance with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act and implementing regulations of 36CFR800. Regardless
of whether a federal undertaking exists, developers may be required to take into account other
requirements. For example, the Nebraska Unmarked Human Burials Act and Dead Human
Bodies statute (NRS 12-1201 to 12-1212 and 28-1301) will apply to burials that may be
identified or discovered in the course of the construction of wind power infrastructure.

Regardless of the extent of federal or state involvement, consultation with the SHPO can assist in
identifying cultural resources in or near the project and methods to consider properties of
significance. Wind farm developers would also consider consulting with Tribes for input
regarding places of traditional cultural importance and Native American burials. Cultural
resource identification and mitigation creates goodwill for project developers and may avoid
public controversy and project delays.

Pre-construction Assessment

Since wind projects may have impact on cultural resources, it is necessary to identify any
cultural resources that may fall within an area identified as having potential to involve cultural
resources. For example, this may include a range of one-half mile in proximity to the
construction. For other types of cultural resources whose viewsheds could be affected, an area
may be more extensive, given the landscape, terrain and setting. The identification of cultural




resources is accomplished through surveys. Survey protocols and guidelines are available from
the SHPO and consultation with this office will assist in determining special considerations that
can assist individual projects. For cultural resources, listing in or eligibility for the National
Register of Historic Places determines which sites are significant and should be considered in the
development of a project. Burials do not need to be evaluated by this standard, as all burials are
subject to protection.

Archeological Surveys

Initial investigation is done through a records check to determine if the proposed project areas
have been previously surveyed for sites. If an extensive records check is required, there will be a
fee. An area may also be conducive to the presence of archeological sites. This may require an
archeological survey.

An archeological survey is used to investigate areas for the presence of archeological sites. Most
surveys are conducted as a “pedestrian” walk-over of project areas by qualified personnel in
historic and/or prehistoric archeology. Surface inspection and limited subsurface testing may
also be called upon. Unmarked Native American burial sites are often located along bluffs, ridge
lines and other elevated areas. These are areas conducive to wind farm infrastructure
development and should be given special attention. Additionally, the presence of traditional
cultural places would be considered by consulting with Tribes.

Historic Resource Survey and Inventory

For historic places the first level of survey to be conducted should be a “reconnaissance” survey,
designed to gather basic information on the presence of sites such as buildings and farmsteads.
Photographs are taken, each property is mapped, and distinctive features are noted. Preliminary
research collected at this time forms the basis for future architectural and historical research.
The second level of survey will inform about the relative significance of each property.
Intensive-level surveys provide a more complete inspection and recording of architectural and
historical information and gather sufficient information to determine whether a property has
significance.

Viewsheds

Many cultural resources are important for their general setting. Collectively these may be called
“viewsheds.” This includes scenic vistas and views that give environmental context to certain
cultural resources. The identification of important viewsheds should take place in conjunction
with cultural resource surveys.

Avoidance and Minimization of Effects to Cultural Resources

Timing is a critical factor in determining alternatives to avoid or mitigate effects on cultural
resources. For viewsheds, the need is to identify the general locations of wind farms
(“macrositing”) at a time when alternate locations could be considered. This includes locations
where terrain and topographic conditions lessens the visual impact to a site or sites.
Development would also be narrowed down to pad sites, access roads and utility lines. Cultural
resources can be avoided through minimal changes (“micrositing”) in the location of the pad site
of individual wind turbines or utility line or rerouting an access road.




Based on the experiences of the Nebraska State Historical Society and those of colleagues in
other Plains states, it is very possible to develop successful and mutually beneficial ways to
achieve alternative energy developments and preserve cultural resources. The Nebraska State
Historical Society is available to work together to make this happen. Please feel free to contact
the SHPO with questions, guidance and further information.

For further information, contact

Nebraska State Historical Society

State Historic Preservation Office

1500 R Street

PO Box 82554

Lincoln, NE 68501

(402) 471-4787

OR

To direct you to the appropriate staff, email
teresa.fatemi@nebraska.gov



Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr. Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana
59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.qgov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr. Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish)

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us to remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

‘)/ Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information
No, please remove my name from your mailing list

Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.

v Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)
Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review

vV __Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you

Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated about
this Project.

Name: Tohn O' (enner (o NPPO Title: Lenewclle Envsy f)f"’é/"/"“"/ﬁ‘j"]'” Mj 7
Mailing address:_/ 327 /M  SHrze #

City, State, Zip:__Lihcoln ,NE  (R50F

Phone: (4oL Y(S -35// Email: J wQ ¢ 0nn @ n,o,,;o/. aom

Contact Us

For more information contact Mr. Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at
(406) 255-2811 or GrandePrairie@wapa.gov.




Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr. Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana

59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.gov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr. Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish)

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us to remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

X Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information
No, please remove my name from your mailing list
Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.

X__Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)
Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review

Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you

Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated about
this Project.

Name: Joe L.Citta.,3v. Title: va‘l’on/ﬂcﬂﬁv//yz"m@er
Mailing address: Nebyaska Pudlie Bower BDistrict Foo. Box 499 (9 /5% st

City, State, Zip:_Columbu o , NE (o8teo2-0494

Phone: Hp2 -5463-5355 Email: ;ICJ‘H"A. @ ggﬁd-cam

Contact Us

For more information contact Mr., Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at
(406) 255-2811 or GrandePrairie@wapa.gov.




www.nppd.com

Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr. Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana
59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.gov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr, Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish)

To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us to remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

_X_Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information
No, please remove my name from your mailing list
Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.
____)f___ Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)

Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review
Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you

Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated about
this Project.

Name: Lavv )4 L/qucV Title: Envivou. fam///hm:e 5/?ed,’4 //wL
Mailing address: Mebvasha Peblic Porer Districd Fo. Box 999 19/ /St st
City, State, Zip:__Coluwmbus , NE £3602-0499

Phone: Y02 - S63-5009 Email:_L2Z,de & Qggi.cwm

Contact Us

Trmmdias maméant M Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at
Office: (402) 563-5009  @wapa.qov.

Fax: (402) 563-5168

Home: (402) 562-5938
. Cellular: (402) 750-7720

_,f Nebraska Public Power District

//

Always there when you need us

Larry D. Linder

Environmental Compliance Specialist, CHMM

E-Mail: Ilinde@nppd.com

1414 15th Street / PO Box 499 / Columbus, NE 68602-0499
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United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
Missouri National Reereational River
508 E. 2™ Street

Yankton, South Dakota 57078

REPLY REFER TO!
L6019 (MNRR)

May 16, 2012

* Mr. Matt Marsh
Western Area Power Administration
P.O. Box 35800
2900 4" Avenue North
Billings, Montana 59107

Dear Mr. Marsh,

The National Park Service (NPS) offers the following comments for consideration during the
development of the Grande Prairie Wind Farm Environmental Impact Statement (EIS). The proposed
project is in the vicinity of Missouri National Recreational River (MNRR), a unit of the National Park
Service. The MNRR was congressionally established through the Wild and Scenic River Act (WSRA) in
1978 and 1991. Congress identified recreation, fish and wildlife, scenic, historical/cultural, ecological,
geological, frec-flowing, and water quality as Outstandingly Remarkable Values (ORVs) for the
designated reaches of the Missouri and Niobrara Rivers and Verdigre Creek (see enclosed map).

The WSRA requires the NPS, as the managing agency, to protect and enhance the valnes for which the
river was designated for the benefit of present and future gencrations. Section 10(a) of the WSRA (16
U.S.C. 1281(a)) contains the following non-degradation and enhancement policy.

“Each component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System shall be administered in such
manner as to protect and enhance the values which caused it to be included in said system
without, insofar as is consistent therewith, lzmmng other uses that do not substantially interfere
with public use and enjoyment of these values.

The proposed location of the project has the potential for adverse effects on the values of the MNRR and
the NPS requests that the EIS analyze potential impacts to the viewshed, including dark night sky, in
ordet to determine the effect of the wind farm on the scenic view from the MNRR. An assessment of
the anticipated noise production and how it may affect the MNRR and other natural areas should also be
included in the EIS. For the NPS, the desired outcome is that no wind turbine should be visible and
there should be no detectable noise associated with the proposed wind farm from within the MNRR
boundary.
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The project alse has the potential to impact nationally, regionally, and locally rare or unique species.
Therefore, the EIS should fully evaluate the potential for impacts to these species and their habitats.
Evaluation of impacts to non-listed but sensitive natural resources such as bat and raptor populations,
high quality grasslands (if present), and ground nesting birds should also be considered.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the planning for this proposed federal action. Please
direct any questions or comments to Resource Chief, Gia Wagner at (605) 665-0209.

 Sincerely,
Steve Mietz

Superintendent
Missouri National Recreational River

Enclosure

g2



Discovering the Park

Missouri National Recreational River comprises two free-flowing
reaches of the Missouri River separated by Lewis and Clark Lake.

59-Mile District: The eastern portion (Gavins Point Dam to Ponca,
Neb.) exhibits the river’s historic, dynamic character in its islands,
shallow bars, chutes, and snags.

39-Mile District: The western portion (Fort Randall Dam to Run-
ning Water, So. Dak.) has one of the best natural landscapes asso-
ciated with the river along its entire course. Included are 20 miles

of the lower Niobrara River and eight miles of Verdigre Creek. A visitor watches wzldlzfe. Avocets use their bills to stir up aquatic insects. Canoes and other craft ply the river.
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Western needs your input to identify issues and concerns for the proposed Grande Prairie
Windfarm EIS.

If you have any issues, concerns, or questions that you would like addressed in the Grande
Prairie Windfarm Project Environmental Impact Statement, please complete this response
sheet and send it to Mr, Matt Marsh, Environmental Protection Specialist, Upper Great
Plains Region, Western Area Power Administration, P.O. Box 35800, Billings, Montana

59107-5800, or email: GrandePrairie@wapa.gov. If you prefer, give us a call at 1-800-
358-3415. You may also call Mr, Marsh directly at (406) 255-2811.

Share your issues, concerns, or questions with us: (please send additional pages if you wish) .
/\1. b &5?" A ¢ ¥4 Fhe wind Bapms Ta ;ﬁ//ao" drerad q,re,éfv\a(e;/% g
/Jr)z,}% Fha ¥ Hey were desifned for, Frm 567e Inflorition il Sed
¢ b 08 bhere bt NoV The oydper or Oyrtome. IF thes ere rot
ﬂ@ Ca’“f{p} Cofo Ty they il beome o6 &%c,‘;[gj 7 A lf;;‘w“; fw
e QCIVL ffr ? ' ie 4 D Tl ,Ldff
ﬁj;ﬁ"j’{,e Mo,fy )fr M”er‘}"ufb }791/12;4/( ¢ 2 e (7 oé’é
Detendent On Forigpn 61/ and poind will help.
To have your name added or removed from our mailing list for this Project, please check
the appropriate box and return this response sheet to us. IF you do not ask us te remove
your name from our mailing list, we will send you future EIS-related announcements.

v Yes, add my name to the mailing list to receive future information

No, please remove my name from your mailing list

Sign up to receive the Draft EIS for review.

Send me the web address for the Draft EIS for review (preferred method)
Send me a CD of the Draft EIS for review
+__Send me a paper copy of the Draft EIS for Review

Tell us how to reach you
Please give us your name, address, phone, fax, and email so we can keep you updated about
this Project. eace OV
Name: fil:(k’ ﬂl{#gt OpvelPrece 0647 Title: & Oiners
Mailing address:___§77YL~ 574 AVE

City, State, Zip: Yerdizre  NE 64747
Phone:_4ol - 45522 7% Email:

Contact Us
For more information contact Mr. Matt Marsh, Western Area Power Administration at

(406) 255-2811 or GrandePrairile@wapa.gov.




United States
Department of
Agriculture

Farm and
Foreign
Agricultural
Services

Farm
Service
Agency

Nebraska State
FSA Office
7131 A Street
Lincoln, NE
68510-4202

Office:

(402) 437-5581
Fax:

(402) 437-5280

USDA

May 25, 2012
Reply to: Reisdorff

Matt Marsh, Project Manager

Department of Energy

Western Area Power Administration

Upper Great Plains Customer Service Region
P. O. Box 35800

Billings, MT 59107-5800

Dear Mr. Marsh:

This is in response to your letter concerning the Grande Prairie Wind, LLC project. The project will
construct, operate, and maintain a wind energy facility north of O’Neill, Nebraska in Holt County. In
this project area there may be some Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) land which could be
impacted with the project site. CRP generally takes highly erodible cropland out of production and
devotes it to resource conservation crops in exchange for annual rental payments to the participants.
The protected resources include erosion control, water quality, and wildlife.

Current CRP policy permits wind turbines to be constructed on CRP without loss of rental benefits ’
where the turbine is physically located on a case by case basis. There are certain requirements that

wind turbines are permitted on up to 5.0 acres per CRP contract provided the environmental impacts
have been considered by the Farm Service Agency. Construction would not be allowed during the
primary nesting season which is May 1 through July 15. While the actual footprint of the wind turbine

is permitted, any access roads, transformers, and other ancillary equipment will have to be terminated
from the CRP contract. Refunds would be required from the CRP participants for the acres terminated.

Our office did provide your letter to the affected Nebraska field offices for their review and comment.
We did get some comments from a FSA County Committeeman from Knox County. He expressed
some concerns about the production capacity and future obsolescence. His comments are attached for
your review.

We look forward to reviewing the EIS when completed.
Sincerely,

@M.

Dan Steinkruger
State Executive Director

Attachment
cc: Knox County FSA Office

Holt-Boyd County FSA Office
Michael Kresin, District Director

—=. USDA is an equal opportunity employer and provider.
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Development
United States Department of Agriculture

Rural Development
State Office-Lincoln

April 17,2012

Matt Marsh, PM

Department of Energy

Western Area Power Administration

Upper Great Plans Customer Service Region
PO Box 35800

Billings, MT 59107-5800

RE:  Wind Energy Facility in Holt county, NE
Grande Prairie Wind, LLC

Dear Mr. Marsh:

You contacted USDA Rural Development for comments under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Rural Development does not have any regulatory
authority but does finance numerous projects across the nation. Federal Agencies are
to evaluate the interagency impacts, so we appreciate your concern.

Rural Development has determined No Adverse Effect based on:

1. RD has not been asked to fund any portion of this project yet. If we are contacted in
the future RD would adopt the WAPA environmental to the maximum extent
possible.

2. This project does not have an adverse effect on any energy project that RD has
funded in the past.

At your convenience, please call (402) 437-5560 with any questions or concerns.

State Director

MM/mijn

Cc:  State Office File
Rural Development Area Director, Roger Meeks, NE

X:\PROGRAM_SUPPORT\Environmental\NEPA reviews for other Agencies\Grande Prairie Wind 2012.docx

Rm. 152 Federal Building * 100 Centennial Mall North  Lincoln, Nebraska 68508 e http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ne
(402) 437-5551 Phone ° 800-670-6553 Toll Free ¢ (402) 437-5093 TDY e (402) 437-5408 Fax ©

Committed to the future of rural communities.

USDA Rural Development is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender.
To file a complaint of discrimination, write: USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue SW,
Washington, DC 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD).
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Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24, 2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.O. Box 35800, 2900 4™ Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.
Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below
Name: Organization:

—

wames + NNorma Frerichs

E-mail Address: Daytime Phone No. (optional). Celr

, NN L ). G - e 2L S -
FvPanb & msn, com SOD-GS -R534 Yoa-3K0-5/7
Street Address: City / State / Zip Code:

SO St Tibhns I v/ ve AR 1500, NVE L8777

EA’lease e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
0 1would like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

[0 1would like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

O 1do not need a copy of the Draft EIS. :

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheer , ...essury)

e e precealeol T4 Gl Ll JJW/‘—; (7 2tetsone.

D oz locll HEopriled c2zecd 2 LpT of M
e M ot pteeced LAhaZ L pe Lpre 22 o

L e /éﬂ/;JW T+ N e/ 4! ;/ ».////6(/ /9 Tivns /7,'/‘/) 30

D2 Aot b A Cnoterd o 720 M?Q—Zdzé

Thank you for your time and interest.
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AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION

Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24,2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.0. Box 35800, 2900 4™ Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.
Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below

Name: Organization:
Dick Grosch or Stede OHo | Crose Brothers
E-mail Address: Daytime Phone No. (optional):
Grosch. dr)//f‘nﬁ@_‘j&"‘oo‘ COm gor-33¢&-743%
Street Address: City / State / Zip Code:
)9 N 4tk st ONeill VE 68763

Bd Please e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
0 I would like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

I I would like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

O Ido not need a copy of the Draft EIS.

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheet if necessary)

This 1s a ch,ooc‘) project for cur qrea, Keef roving forpard !

Thank you for your time and interest.
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AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION

Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24,2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.0. Box 35800, 2900 4™ Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.
Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below

Name: ﬂ Organization:
Lowell <+ \ieky Krieger
E-mail Address: ' Daytime Phone No. (optional):
Kei <9 er 46 rms @ tele Lseey),cm
Street Address: ' City / State / Zip Code:
R80ST  SID4 Ave. D Nell NE 68763

[0 Please e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
B Iwould like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available. '

L Twould like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

0 Ido not need a copy of the Draft EIS.

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheet if necessary)

Thank you for your time and interest.



Gillespie, Molly

From: Maurice Koenig <maurice.koenig@asihiyield.com>
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:31 AM

To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov

Subject: Scoping Meeting Comments

Mr. Matt Marsh
Document Manger

After attending the Scoping Meeting in O’Neill concerning the proposed Grande Prairie Wind Farm | am sending this
message in support of this project. | feel this project could benefit the economic climate in Holt County and help
support the renewable fuels needs for the next generation. The impact to our current industries of Livestock production
and crop production should not be adversely affected. Individual land owners could benefit from the annual rental
income generated by the property leases to the wind farm and then turn those dollars again in the local economy. Since
the proposed wind farm is located in a sparsely populated area, any physical properties of the project that could be
considered to be offensive to any individuals should be minimal. Further Utilization of the existing transmission line
already in place to transport the generated electricity simply makes sense for all taxpayers and consumers.

Please e-mail me the link to the draft EIS when it becomes available.

Thank you,

WNewsice Kaeniy
AO2390.2752
9787 873 Rorad
OWeitt 7/ 66763
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AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION

Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24, 2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.0. Box 35800, 2900 4™ Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.

Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below

Name: Organization:
E-mail Address: Daytime Phone No. (optional):
) 0 - 7. % R — /‘k Y
kSR L@ hotmai( L 1-336-215Y
Street Address: P City / State / Zip Code:
o ). JASH ot il — s =
§o¥ Nt NE (8763

[ Please e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
L0 Iwould like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

[0 Iwould like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

O Ido not need a copy of the Draft EIS.

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheet if necessary)

[Cnsed 10 Tl fa 09720 ool ﬁ”}f’* L o Lo Cmvi@/@ﬁ%

Thank you for your time and interest.
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AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION

Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24, 2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.0. Box 35800, 2900 4™ Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.

Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below
Name: Tonnifer Koerid Organization: /44 # ‘/z“‘”jé“ /()d s ‘B ff’z
o , .
<D il ﬁ‘/\ /ﬁ. ‘uﬂ/k? ]
E-mail Address: Daytime Phone No. (optional):
foltrowtyroad e fen atelebeep.com | 502~ 33¢- 3885
Street Address: J City / State / Zip Code:
ONe W, NE 4LEXS

Ej Please e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
B I would like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

[0 I would like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.

0 Ido notneed a copy of the Draft EIS.

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheet if necessary)

Thank you for your time and interest.
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AREA POWER
ADMINISTRATION

Grande Prairie Wind Farm Open House

April 24, 2012, 5-8 PM, O’Neill Community Center
Public Scoping Meeting
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS)

Thank you for your interest in the Grande Prairie Wind Farm EIS. After reviewing all of the exhibits and
speaking with project representatives, please complete the appropriate sections of this form to be included on
the EIS mailing list and/or to provide comments. Written comments can be submitted at the Scoping Meeting,
faxed to (406) 255-2900, mailed to Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager, Western Area Power Administration,
P.0O. Box 35800, 2900 4th Avenue, North, Billings, MT 59107-5800 or e-mailed to grandeprairie@wapa.gov.
Your comments are important to us and will be accepted through May 16, 2012 for formal consideration in the
scoping process.

Please Print Contact Information Below

Name: Organization:
M9 %“'l‘\'c @c&cl,fm = %\m \)Qﬁz}myé- CC¢
E-mail Address: Daytime Phone No. (optiona))
W\E\ ,\r 7 ggc\qrt\;s\/&m <\&\_\)Q\1Qk(}&l MeS Qo Ma2 = 34 - O 71—#7
Street Address: City / State / Zip Code:
s 0%-£. \Q% hes . STV NS IS

)E Please e-mail me the web link to the Draft EIS when it becomes available. (Quickest and Preferred method)
O I would like a paper copy of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.
[0 Iwould like a Compact Disk (CD) of the Draft EIS when it becomes available.
0 Ido not need a copy of the Draft EIS.

Please Share Comments, Questions, or Concerns Below (continue on separate sheet if necessary)

Verk= WYg, o O\’DQi@@D\C&* e, w“\’\«\f\ e \astest
Qopased X1 ﬁ@\me/ fe | =5 <ha )\ Wove
yvmf‘ksér NS —-“\;:\mcz/, BV \Qv%\v\ﬁ<< \,@QU\L \’\\su
A ccoot WeelBenlo % Yhe ps WS Ve Com
M2 e a—=Yace M mea of fesent Cu,
one Ao e QS&\)\A_ e E\}@Q‘\‘U\ @\QTQQQJVL ‘Q‘ @QO\QQ‘-}' v

Cesdized .

oo <o CQV\JV\:CJO x—a\/ iy \/\Q\l@ L«Q\» Y\OQA \J b\
\\Q\W Ralaild \\3 O j TWnk you for%gm)r time and mterest.




Gillespie, Molly

From: roger Fahrenholz <rfahrenholz@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 1:20 PM

To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov

Subject: information

To: Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager

Please provide me with any information available on the Grande Prairie project to be
constructed in Holt county, northeast of O'Neill NE.

Also please add me to the project mailing list.
Thank you
Roger L. Fahrenholz

86431 496th Ave
O'Neill, Ne 68763
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