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Gillespie, Molly

From: Wegner, David <David.Wegner@mail.house.gov>
Sent: Thursday, April 19, 2012 9:00 AM
To: 'grandeprairie@wapa.gov'
Subject: Interconnection of the Grand Prairie Wind Farm, NE

The ACOE is under our jurisdiction.  I am assuming that as you move forward on the 
interconnection of the Grande Prairie wind farm that there may be some permitting issues 
associated with wetlands, etc.  Please put me on your mailing list for this project.  Thank 
you.  dave 
 
David L. Wegner 
Senior Democratic Staff 
Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment 
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
B-375 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington, DC 20515 
http://democrats.transportation.house.gov 
(202)-226-0206 (office)/(202) 596-4180(Blackberry) 
(202) 225-0060 (main office) 
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Gillespie, Molly

From: Amber Tucker <Tucker.Amber@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, May 16, 2012 10:37 AM
To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov
Cc: Larry Shepard; Eliodora Chamberlain; Joe Cothern; Nick_Kaczor@fws.gov
Subject: Grand Prairie Wind Farm NOI Comments
Attachments: Holt County NE Wind Project.pdf

Dear Mr. Marsh:  

This correspondence is in response to your request for comments related to the Notice of Intent to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the proposed interconnection of the Grand Prairie Wind Farm 
Project in Holt County, near the city of O'Neill, Nebraska.   The EIS will address Western’s Federal action of 
interconnecting the proposed Project to Western’s transmission system and will also include a review of the 
potential environmental impacts of Grande Prairie constructing, operating, and maintaining a 400-megawatt 
(MW) wind power generating facility, consisting of wind turbine generators, access roads, an electrical 
collection system, a collector substation, permanent meteorological tower(s), a sonic detection and ranging 
(SODAR) unit, an operations and maintenance building and yard, a transmission line, temporary staging areas, 
and other ancillary facilities. Thank you for informing the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) of this 
project and for the opportunity to comment.  

In preliminarily evaluating this action, I referred to EPA Region 7’s NEPAssist database for spatial 
relationships of environmentally regulated facilities and remediation sites. Our search indicated that one or 
more Federally listed threatened or endangered species may be present in or near the study area.  EPA 
recommends consulting with the US Fish & Wildlife Service’s Nebraska Ecological Services Field 
Office.  Their contact number is 308-382-6468, their website is http://www.fws.gov/nebraskaes/.  

In the event that there are jurisdictional Waters of the United States affected by the proposed action, it will be 
necessary to mitigate for all streams and wetlands that may be affected in the commencement of the proposed 
project.  We recommend that any mitigation should occur in the same HUC 8 or smaller watershed as the 
location of the project effects.  We recommend that you contact the appropriate authorities at the US Army 
Corp of Engineers to determine whether a CWA Section 404 permit may be required for this action.  If changes 
occur in the project purpose, need, alternatives, or impacts between now and the time of issuance on Public 
Notice by the Corps of Engineers, EPA’s 404 program reserves the ability to comment further on this project.  

In addition, EPA has agreed to serve as a cooperating agency under NEPA with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (FWS) and the U.S. National Park Service (NPS) in the preparation of an EIS supporting their planning 
for a joint comprehensive conservation strategy and land protection plan (LPP) for the Niobrara Confluence and 
Ponca Bluffs areas of the Missouri River in southeast South Dakota and northeast Nebraska. The LPP aims to 
improve floodplain management in this area. The FWS and NPS are co-lead agencies in this effort and issued a 
Notice of Intent to prepare an EIS in the Federal Register on February 12, 2012. The FWS and NPS are 
currently in the scoping phase of EIS development. WAPA's Grande Prairie Wind Project area appears to be 
very close to, if not actually overlapping, the project area for the Niobrara Confluence Watershed Study Area of 
the FWS/NPS project in Knox and Holt counties in Nebraska. EPA recommends that the WAPA project team 
coordinate with the FWS/NPS project team throughout the planning process for both projects. The website for 
the FWS/NPS project is http://parkplanning.nps.gov/niob-ponca and the project team leader is Mr. Nick Kaczor, 
with the FWS, whom I have copied on this email. Mr. Kaczor's phone number is (303) 236-4387.  
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Thank you for involving the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) during the consideration of 
environmental impacts either to or from this project.  As further planning and studies progress, EPA would 
appreciate being notified of future meetings and/or project documents that may be issued.  If you have any other 
questions, you can contact me at 913-551-7565, or via email at tucker.amber@epa.gov, or Larry Shepard at 
913-551-7441 or shepard.larry@epa.gov.  

Sincerely,  

Amber Tucker 
       US EPA R7 
       ENSV-NEPA Team 
       901 N 5th St  
       Kansas City, KS 66101 
       913-551-7565 
 
"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it's not." -Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax  
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http://r7arcims.r7comp.epa.gov/NEPAVE/analysis.aspx

NEPAssist

     Project Location Map

Geographic coordinates:

POLYGON

(-98.556290,42.672247,-98.289185,42.676790,-98.288498,42.476056,-98.553543,42.477575,-98.556290,42.672247)

Project Area 185.24 sq mi

    R7 Layers

Within 1000 meters of an airport? no

Within an EJ COOCCURRENCE (Minority/Poverty/Both) blockgroup? no

Within 500 meters of a National Historic Place? no

Within 500 meters of a National Heritage T/E Hexagon? yes

Within 500 meters of an AIRS/AFS site? no

Within 500 meters of a CERCLIS site? no

Within 500 meters of a RCRA facility? no

Within 500 meters of a LQG RCRA facility? no

Within 500 meters of a PCS (NPDES) Major facility? no

Within 500 meters of a PCS facility? no

Within 500 meters of a SWDIS facility? no

     NatureServe data

Within an area with known rare, endangered, or at-risk species? click here

© 2012 Microsoft Corporation © 2010 NAVTEQ © AND © Harris Corp, Earthstar Geographics LLC

10 miles

NEPAssist | US Environmental Protection Agency http://r7arcims.r7comp.epa.gov/NEPAVE/analysis.aspx

1 of 2 5/15/2012 4:36 PM



NEPAssist | US Environmental Protection Agency http://r7arcims.r7comp.epa.gov/NEPAVE/analysis.aspx

2 of 2 5/15/2012 4:36 PM



1

Gillespie, Molly

From: Amber Tucker <Tucker.Amber@epamail.epa.gov>
Sent: Monday, April 16, 2012 10:07 AM
To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov
Subject: Scoping Meeting April 24th

Good morning Mr. Marsh,  
I hope your day is going well.  I have a few questions regarding the scoping meeting scheduled for next Tuesday, April 
24th.  First, what time will the meeting be held?  And second, will there be an opportunity to call in to this meeting, &/or is 
a webinar taking place?  I'm not sure that we will be able to physically travel to this meeting but if the opportunity is 
available, would certainly be interested in "virtually" attending.  Could you please keep us informed of any updates to this 
project?  Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  Thanks and have a great day.  
 
Amber Tucker 
US EPA R7 
ENSV-NEPA Team 
901 N 5th St  
Kansas City, KS 66101 
913-551-7565 
 
"Unless someone like you cares a whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better, it's not." -Dr. Seuss, from The Lorax 
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Gillespie, Molly

From: Maurice Koenig <maurice.koenig@asihiyield.com>
Sent: Monday, April 30, 2012 9:31 AM
To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov
Subject: Scoping Meeting Comments

Mr. Matt Marsh 
Document Manger  
 
After attending the Scoping Meeting in O’Neill concerning the proposed Grande Prairie Wind Farm I am sending this 
message in support of this project.  I feel this project could benefit the economic climate in Holt County and help 
support the renewable fuels needs for the next generation.  The impact to our current industries of Livestock production 
and crop production should not be adversely affected.  Individual land owners could benefit from the annual rental 
income generated by the property leases to the wind farm and then turn those dollars again in the local economy.  Since 
the proposed wind farm is located in a sparsely populated area, any physical properties of the project that could be 
considered to be offensive to any individuals should be minimal.  Further Utilization of  the existing  transmission line 
already in place to transport the generated electricity simply makes sense for all taxpayers and consumers. 
 
Please e-mail me the link to the draft EIS when it becomes available. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Maurice Koenig 
402-340-2182 
49184 873rd Road 
O’Neill, NE  68763 
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Gillespie, Molly

From: roger Fahrenholz <rfahrenholz@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, April 11, 2012 1:20 PM
To: grandeprairie@wapa.gov
Subject: information

To:  Mr. Matt Marsh, Document Manager 
  
Please provide me with any information available on the Grande Prairie project to be 
constructed in Holt county, northeast of O'Neill NE.   
  
Also please add me to the project mailing list. 
  
Thank you 
  
Roger L. Fahrenholz 
86431 496th Ave 
O'Neill, Ne 68763 
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