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INTRODUCTION 

The attached report, Cultural Resources Background Research/Field Strategy Report for the 
San Joaquin Valley Right-of-Way Maintenance Environmental Assessment, presents 
information on cultural resources background research and the procedures used in conducting 
the cultural resources field survey. 
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Note: This appendix is being submitted separately to reviewing agencies under a 
request for confidentiality because it contains information regarding the locations and 
contents of cultural resource sites. 

  



San Joaquin Valley ROW Maintenance EA 

December 2011 J-51 Final EA 

 



San Joaquin Valley ROW Maintenance EA 

Final EA J-52 December 2011 

 

Note: This appendix is being submitted separately to reviewing agencies under a 
request for confidentiality because it contains information regarding the locations and 
contents of cultural resource sites. 
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Note: This appendix is being submitted separately to reviewing agencies under a 
request for confidentiality because it contains information regarding the locations and 
contents of cultural resource sites. 
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[Note: because of potential sensitivity in releasing full personal contact information, the 
following list of Native American contacts is summarized from the original Native 
American Heritage Commission correspondence.] 
 
San Joaquin Native American Contacts 
 
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Muwekrna Ohlone Indian Tribe of the SF Bay Area 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Wilton Rancheria 
Wilton Rancheria 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band 
Calaveras County Mountain Miwok Indian Council 
Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Tuolumne Band of Me-Wuk 
The Ohlone Indian Tribe 
Trina Marine Ruano Family 
Calaveras Band of Miwuk Indians 
Calaveras Band of Miwuk Indians 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Southern Sierra Miwuk Nation 
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band 
Amah Mutsun Tribal Band 
Chicken Ranch Rancheria of Me-Wuk 
Choinumni Tribe 
Buena Vista Rancheria 
Ione Band of Miwok Indians 
Indian Canyon Mutsun Band of Costanoan 
Calaveras Band of Miwuk Indians 
Calaveras Band of Miwuk Indians 
Amah/Mutsun Tribal Band 
Ione Band of Miwok Indians  
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Response to Comment 1-1 
 
Mr. Ricardo Velarde of Western responded to Ms. Clinton at the 
Bureau of Reclamation, Fresno, via e-mail on June 28, 2010, as 
follows: 
 

Ms. Clinton, 
 
Western values the input of the Bureau of Reclamation in the NEPA 
process for the San Joaquin Valley Right-of-Way Maintenance Project. 
To this end, we have coordinated with the Bureau's South-Central 
California Office throughout development of the Draft EA: 
 On November 12, 2009, Western mailed an invitation Michael 

Jackson to learn about the project, ask questions, and discuss the 
resource data that was being collected. 

 On February 28, 2010, a CD of the Preliminary Draft EA was 
mailed to Michael Jackson, along with a letter inviting BOR to 
participate in the EA process. 

 On June 1, 2010, Notices of Availability and CDs of the draft EA 
were mailed to Michael Jackson and Sheryl Carter in the Fresno 
office. 

 On June 4, 2010, hardcopy draft EAs were mailed to Michael 
Jackson and Sheryl Carter. 

At this time Western does not plan to extend the 30-day comment 
period. At its discretion, Western can consider late comments in 
preparation of the Final EA. 

 
Western did not receive any comments from the Bureau of 
Reclamation, Fresno, during or after the comment period. 
  

1-1 
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[via e‐mail] 
 
Cherie Johnston‐Waldear 
Regional Historic Preservation Official 
Western Area Power Administration 
Sierra Nevada Region 
(916) 353‐4035 
 
From: "Roselynn Lwenya" <roselynn@buenavistatribe.com> 6/24/2010 
10:58 AM 
 
Dear Ms. Cherie Johnson: 
 
I want to take this earliest opportunity to thank you for the letter dated 
June 11, 2010 and also a copy of Cultural Resources Inventory Report I 
received from Stephen Tuggle, Natural Resources Manager. I have 
reviewed the report and conclude that you have given consideration to/ 
and proposed all the necessary actions to be taken by Western to continue 
O & M activities to avoid the Areas of Potential Effect. At this point we do 
not have cultural resource information to add to this. 
However, if inadvertent discoveries are found, we would like to be 
notified. 
 
Once more thank you for the reports and for your time. 
 
Roselynn Lwenya Ph.D 
Environmental Resources Director 
Buena Vista Rancheria 
P.O. Box 162283 
Sacramento, CA 95816 
Phone: (916) 491‐0011 
Fax: (916) 491‐0012 
roselynn@buenavistatribe.com <mailto:paul@buenavistatribe.com> 

Response to Comment 2-1 
 
Comment noted. 
 
Response to Comment 2-2 
 
PCM-C001 requires Western to consult with tribes upon inadvertent 
discoveries. As requested, Western will notify the Buena Vista 
Rancheria in the event of inadvertent discoveries of cultural 
resources along its San Joaquin Valley right-of-way.  

2-1 

2-2 
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[via e‐mail] 
 
Cherie Johnston‐Waldear 
Regional Historic Preservation Official 
Western Area Power Administration 
Sierra Nevada Region 
(916) 353‐4035 
 
From: <s.burley@californiavalleymiwoktribe‐nsn.gov> 6/5/2010 12:25 AM 
 
Dear Ms. Johnston‐Waldear, 
 
Our Tribe is in receipt of a letter written by Mr. Stephen Tuggle (signed by 
David Young, Acting for Stephen Tuggle) dated May 28, 2010. Attached to 
the letter is a copy of the Nov 24, 2009 letter signed by you with cc's. I am 
writing to clarify our official contacts/representatives for the California 
Valley Miwok Tribe, and our address/email info. 
Ms. Debra Grimes is the Cultural Resource Specialist for the Calaveras Band 
of Mi‐Wuk Indians. She is also a Tribal member of the Calaveras Band of 
Mi‐Wuk Indians (state recognized). 
Our Tribe, the California Valley Miwok Tribe (federally recognized), hired 
Ms. Debra Grimes in April 2009 as our Cultural Preservation Director. The 
contact information for Ms. Debra Grimes regarding our Tribe is as follows: 
Ms. Debra Grimes 
CVMT Cultural Preservation Director 
P.O. Box 1015 
West Point, California 95255 
Email: d.grimes@californiavalleymiwoktribe‐nsn.gov 
‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ 
My contact information is as follows: 
 
Silvia Burley, Chairperson 
s.burley@californiavalleymiwoktribe‐nsn.gov 
Cell Ph: (209) 470‐5963 
 

Response to Comment 3-1 
 
Western has updated its contact information and appreciates the 
clarification. 

3-1 
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Physical address: 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
10601 Escondido Pl 
Stockton, California 95212 
Tribal Office: (209) 931‐4567 
Fax: (209) 931‐4333 
 
Mailing address: 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
1163 E. March Lane 
Suite D‐PMB #812 
Stockton, California 95210‐4512 
 
Note: Mail can be sent to either address ‐ 
 
Please, do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 
**I also contacted Chairperson Dolores 'Midge' Turner of the Calaveras 
County Mountain Miwuk and Vice Chairman Mark Fountain of the 
Calaveras County Mountain Miwuk to either call or email you to make 
certain that you have their updated information.** 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Silvia Burley, Chairperson 
California Valley Miwok Tribe 
http://www.californiavalleymiwoktribe‐nsn.gov 

  

3-1 
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[via e‐mail] 
 
Cherie Johnston‐Waldear 
Regional Historic Preservation Official 
Western Area Power Administration 
Sierra Nevada Region 
(916) 353‐4035 
 
From: <cesarcaballero@shinglespringsreservation.com> 6/5/2010 11:46 
PM 
 
Dear Ms. Cherie Johnston‐Waldear, SNR Native American Liaison. 
 
Chairperson Ms. Sylvia Burley from the California Valley Miwok tribe 
forwarded your letter to us. We noticed we are not on the contact list. If 
you would please add our contact information to your list, it would be 
greatly appreciated. We are listed in the federal register and listed in the 
list of voting tribes in the 1934 IRA from the Shingle Springs Indian 
Reservation in El Dorado County. est. 1914. If you need any further 
information please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chief Cesar Caballero 
Shingle Springs Miwok Tribe 
6368 Pleasant valley Rd 
El Dorado Ca. 95623 
www.shinglespringsmiwoktribe.com 
www.mewuktribe.com 

Response to Comment 4-1 
 
Western has added the Shingle Springs Miwok Tribe to its contact 
list for this Environmental Assessment. 
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Response to Comment 5-1 
 
Project Conservation Measure (PCM)-B080 addresses Swainson’s 
hawk. The measure includes establishment of buffer zones around 
potential Swainson’s hawk nest trees, within which there will be no 
intensive disturbances until assessed by a qualified biologist. 
 
Western is Federal agency and the project does not involve a state 
cooperating agency. Western protects state-listed species to the 
extent practical. 
 
Response to Comment 5-2 
 
Western has developed Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs) that 
address environmental issues. The Environmental Assessment lists 
15 SOPs for biological resources in Table 2.4-1. In addition, the 
Proposed Action includes PCMs that protect fish and wildlife habitat. 
PCMs for biological resources are listed in Table 2.4-2 of the 
Environmental Assessment. As a Federal entity, Western is 
obligated to protect species under Federal laws, such as the 
Endangered Species Act and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. In 
addition, Western is committed to the implementation of PCMs 
defined for the project that protect state-listed species to the extent 
feasible. 
 
Because maintenance activities incorporate SOPs and PCMs, 
Western has determined that the project will have no significant 
impact to fish and/or wildlife habitat. 
 
Response to Comment 5-3 
 
Western is a Federal Agency under the U.S. Department of Energy 
and therefore is not subject to fees under Public Resources Code 
Section 21089 or Fish and Game Code Section 711.4. 

5-1 
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Response to Comment 5-4 
 
As Western is a Federal Agency under the U.S. Department of 
Energy, the project is exempt from the requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); therefore, Public Resources 
Code sections 21092 and 21092.2, specifically for environmental 
impact reports or a negative declarations under CEQA, do not apply. 

5-3, 
cont. 
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Response to Comment 6-1 
 

Encroachment Permit 746 (EP 746) was issued to Western from the 
California Department of Water Resources (DWR) for construction of 
the 230-kV transmission line only. In August 1988, DWR issued a 
Director's Deed for the easement to erect, construct, reconstruct, 
replace, remove, maintain, and use one line of poles as necessary 
for the transmission and distribution of 230-kV of electric energy, 
including a right of way for maintenance purposes. 

Neither EP 746 nor the Director's Deed contains any guidelines 
relevant to maintenance of access roads and warning signs. These 
maintenance activities within DWR’s right of way under the proposed 
project shall adhere to the guidelines presented on DWR’s website, 
to the extent practical. 
 
Response to Comment 6-2 
 
Western is providing Mr. Leroy Ellinghouse of the California 
Department of Water Resources with a copy of this Final 
Environmental Assessment. 
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Contra Costa Water District Comments on the WAPA EA for the Right-of-
way Maintenance in the San Joaquin Valley 

July 2, 2010 
 
The Western Area Power Administration (WAPA) owns, operates, and/or 
maintains 17.2-kilovolt (kV), 69-kV, and 230-kV transmission lines, a 17.2-
kV distribution line, associated substations, and a maintenance facility in 
San Joaquin, Contra Costa, Alameda, Calaveras, and Tuolumne counties, 
and owns and operates additional substations in Santa Clara and Merced 
counties, California. Western also has legal use of various, improved and 
unimproved access roads to their transmission lines. Collectively, these 
transmission line and associated access road rights-of-way (ROWs), 
substations (including a 50-foot buffer surrounding each substation), and 
maintenance facility comprise the project area. 
 
CCWD notes that according to an existing agreement with the U.S. Bureau 
of Reclamation, poles and lines up to the substations would be maintained 
by WAPA.  Substations and lines from the substation to the pumping plants 
would be maintained by CCWD.  
 
CCWD also notes that 3 types of O&M activities are documented in the 
EA: 
 

1. Vegetation maintenance (transmission line ROW, access road 
ROW, substation, and maintenance facility). Vegetation 
maintenance would ensure that vegetation did not interfere with 
human safety, transmission line conductors, towers, other 
hardware, or impede access to the transmission lines or other 
equipment for maintenance crews. In general, vegetation 
maintenance could be performed using a variety of methods 
including manual (hand-controlled, powered, or non-powered tools 
such as chainsaws and clippers), mechanical (such as heavy-duty 
mowers), and herbicidal applications (used to control non-native 
vegetation). 
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2. Access road maintenance. Access road maintenance would 
include activities to ensure that legal access roads were in appropriate 
condition for all-weather access to transmission lines by maintenance and 
inspection crews. These activities would include grading, surfacing, erosion 
control measures, and constructing water diversions such as culverts, 
ditches, and water bars. 
 

3. Maintenance of transmission line, substation, maintenance 
facility, and associated structure, hardware, and equipment. 
This category of activities would include equipment and system 
maintenance and upgrades, routine aerial and ground patrols of 
transmission lines and ROWs, and transmission system repairs. 

 
WAPA facilities within U.S. Bureau of Reclamation right-of-way 
potentially affected by WAPA O&M activities include the following: 
 
-69 kV transmission line between Contra Costa canal milepost 0.0 and 
Contra Costa Canal milepost 7.0 
 
-4 substations (1 at each of 4 CCWD pumping plants along the Contra 
Costa Canal)  
 
-1 substation at the CCWD Old River Pump Station 
 
-1 substation at the new Middle River Pump Station at Victoria Island 
 
CCWD/USBR have the following comments at this time on the EA: 
 
-With respect to WAPA system maintenance and upgrades, routine aerial 
and ground patrols of transmission lines and ROWs, and transmission 
system repairs, CCWD would like the opportunity to review plans to ensure 
that storm water runoff from any area of the proposed maintenance project 
does not enter the Contra Costa Canal.   
 
-Access to Reclamation property along the Contra Costa Canal has been 
agreed to in advance via an existing agreement between WAPA and the 
U.S. Bureau of Reclamation.  Existing access roads are to be used at all 
times. 
 

Response to Comment 7-1 
 
Western does not coordinate with the Contra Costa Water District 
prior to routine maintenance, repairs, and aerial and ground patrols 
of Western's transmission lines and ROWs. Western will provide any 
non-routine project-specific plans to the the Contra Costa Water 
District for review. 
 
Response to Comment 7-2 
 
Western agrees to use existing access roads along the Contra Costa 
Canal, per its agreement with the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation. 

4-1 7-1 
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-National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review will be required if 
there are any impacts to Reclamation property. 
 
-Special-status species potentially affected proximate to CCWD facilities 
include the Giant garter snake and the Western burrowing owl.  WAPA 
proposed Standard Operating Procedures in Table 2.4-1 (by issue area) and 
Fish and Wildlife Project Conservation Measures in Table 2.4-3 appear 
adequate to protect these species.  CCWD does however note that it seeks to 
avoid impacts to the Giant garter snake between October 1 and April 1 
when the Giant garter snake may be hibernating underground.  If any 
ground disturbing activities are required between October 1 and April 1 by 
WAPA it is recommended that a qualified biologist conduct a pre-
maintenance survey to avoid impacts to the Giant garter snake.    

Response to Comment 7-3 
 
In the event of significant adverse environmental impacts to U.S. 
Bureau of Reclamation property, Western would perform a review of 
this Environmental Assessment under the National Environmental 
Policy Act to identify the need for modification of maintenance 
practices or PCMs. 
 
Response to Comment 7-4 
 
PCM B066 on page 2-59 of the Final Environmental Assessment 
states that “[a U.S. Fish and Wildlife] Service-approved biologist will 
conduct a preactivity survey no more than 24 hours before O&M 
activities began and will be on site during all activities in potential 
giant garter snake aquatic and upland habitats.” This addresses 
ground-disturbing activities that occur between October 1 and 
April 30. 

7-4 
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