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LIST OF ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Acronym Meaning
° degree
°C degrees Celsius
°F degrees Fahrenheit
1041 Regulations Guidelines and Regulations for Areas and Activities of State Interest
AC alternating current
ACHP Advisory Council on Historical Preservation
AF acre-foot
APE area of potential effects
APLIC Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
Argonne Argonne National Laboratories
BMP best management practice
CA Centennial Archeology
CAA Clean Air Act
CFR Code of Federal Regulations
CH4 methane
Cm centimeter
CO2 carbon dioxide
CPW Colorado Division of Parks and Wildlife
CRS Colorado Revised Statutes
DC direct current
Dir. Director
DOE Department of Energy
EA Environmental Assessment
EIS Environmental Impact Statement
EMF Electromagnetic Fields
ESA Endangered Species Act
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency
FERC Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
FONSI Finding of No Significant Impact
Fort Carson Fort Carson US Army Installation
FR Federal Register
Ft foot
ft

2
square foot

ft
3

cubic foot
GCC GCC Colorado Energy Recyclers
gen-tie generation intertie or generation intertie transmission line
Ha Hectare
HAZMAT hazardous materials
HMP Hazard Mitigation Plan
I-25 Interstate 25
I-3 Zoning classification for heavy industrial or manufacturing
ICNIRP International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection
Kph kilometers per hour
kV kilovolt
kV/m kilovolt per meter
M meter
m

2
square meter

m
3

cubic meter
mG milliGauss
Midway Solar Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC
Mph miles per hour



Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project Environmental Assessment

WEST, Inc. ii January 22, 2016

Acronym Meaning
MW megawatt
N2O nitrous oxide
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards
NAGPRA Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act of 1990
NEPA National Environmental Policy Act
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act
NRCS Natural Resource Conservation Service
NRHP National Register of Historic Places
O&M operations and maintenance
OAHP Office of Archeology and Historical Preservation
OEM Office of Emergency Management
OEM Office of Emergency Management
OHV off-highway vehicle
OSHA Occupational Safety and Health
Phase 1 Phase I Environmental Site Assessment
PM10 Particulate matter between 2.5 and 10 microns
PM2.5 Particulate matter less than or equal to 2.5 microns
Project Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project
PSCo Public Services Company of Colorado
PV photovoltaic
REC Recognized Environmental Condition
ROW right-of-way
RR-2.5 Zoning classification for rural, single family, and residential dwellings on

parcels of approximately 2.5 acres
RR-5 Zoning classification for rural, single family, residential dwellings on parcels

of approximately five acres
Sandia Sandia National Laboratories
SB40 Senate Bill 40
Service US Fish and Wildlife Service
SGHAT Solar Glare Hazard Analysis Tool
SHPO State Historic Preservation Office
SPCC Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasures
SWPPP Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan
Tariff Open Access Transmission Service Tariff
Terracon Terracon Consulting Engineers and Scientists
Tetra Tech Tetra Tech Inc.
UCSUSA Union of Concerned Scientists of the United States of America
US United States
USC United States Code
USDA US Department of Agriculture
EPA US Environmental Protection Agency
USFWS US Fish and Wildlife Service
USGS US Geological Survey
UTC Coordinated Universal Time
WEST Western Ecosystem Technologies, Inc.
Western Western Area Power Administration
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Project Location

The Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project (Project) is located in El Paso

County, Colorado, on private, county, and federally owned lands.

Project Participants

Western, a federal power marketing agency within the US Department of Energy (DOE), is the

lead federal agency for the Project under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review.

Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC (Midway Solar) is a private solar development company and

the Project proponent.

Purpose and Need

Western Area Power Administration’s Purpose and Need

Western’s purpose and need is to consider and respond to an interconnection request from

Midway Solar in accordance with its Open Access Transmission Service Tariff and the Federal

Power Act. The Open Access Transmission Service Tariff is submitted to and accepted by the

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

Midway Solar’s Purpose and Need

Midway Solar’s purpose and need is to construct, operate and maintain a 100-megawatt (MW)

photovoltaic (PV) solar facility to generate and distribute solar power.

Proposed Action, Proposed Project and Alternatives

Western Area Power Administration’s Proposed Action

Western’s proposed action is to execute an interconnection agreement with Midway Solar to

interconnect the proposed PV solar electric generation facility and Western’s existing Midway

Substation. Western would be required to build a new 230-kilovolt (kV) bay within the Midway

Substation; install new communications and protection equipment within the substation’s control

building (add metering equipment at the new 230-kV bay and substation’s control building and

lay new cable in existing cable trays connecting the new bay and substation’s control building);

and install new take-off and gen-tie structures to direct the 230-kV transmission line into the new

bay. Depending on final design, Western may be required to alter existing 115-kV and 230-kV

transmission lines entering and exiting the Midway Substation to accommodate the proposed

230-kV gen-tie transmission line connecting the substation with the solar facility. Western’s

federal action is limited to the construction of electrical infrastructure associated with the Midway

Substation, the operation and maintenance of the substation, and implementation of the

interconnection agreement. Construction, operation, and maintenance of Midway Solar’s

proposed PV solar facility Project would not be the responsibility of Western or any other federal

agency.



Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project Environmental Assessment

WEST, Inc. viii January 22, 2016

Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

Midway Solar proposes to construct two main but connected components: a 100-MW PV solar

electric generation facility and the associated gen-tie line to connect the solar facility to

Western’s Midway Substation.

Summary of Environmental Consequences

The following resources were considered but were not further evaluated as these resources

would not be impacted by the proposed Project: prime or unique farmland, floodplains, wetlands

and riparian zones, recreation, rangelands, and environmental justice.

A summary of the environmental consequences resulting from the Proposed Action, the

proposed Project and the No Action Alternatives for each resource analyzed is listed below:

Land Use

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to their existing substation and right-of-way (ROW).

Western’s actions would not affect land use near the Project Study Area or in El Paso County

on a larger scale. Continued operation of the Midway Substation by Western would have no

effect on land use in the Project vicinity or within El Paso County.

Assuming Midway Solar’s proposed Project were approved and proceeded with rezoning of the

Project Study Area, Midway Solar’s proposed Project would comply with county land use codes,

plans, and regulations. Operation and maintenance of the proposed Project would not impact

the zoned land use near the Project Study Area nor would it affect land use in El Paso County.

Air Quality and Climate Change

Western’s Proposed Action would generate localized, short-term pollutant emissions from

construction equipment during construction of the interconnection facilities. Over the long-term,

minimal vehicular emissions associated with maintenance and repair of the Midway Substation

would be released. Western’s Proposed Action would have minimal temporary effects on air

quality in the Project study area.

Midway Solar’s proposed Project would generate localized, short-term pollutant emissions from

construction equipment during construction of the solar and gen-tie facilities. Because of the

limited time associated with Project construction and the use of dust suppression practices,

impacts associated with construction on air quality would be minimal and temporary.

Midway Solar’s permanent impacts to air quality associated with the operations and

maintenance (O&M) of the solar facility would be negligible to minimal.

Beneficial long-term impacts to air quality and climate change would occur through the

implementation of the proposed Project in that solar development would likely lead to a

reduction in the reliance on the production of electricity from pollution-generating fossil fuels. No

greenhouse gases are associated with the generation of electricity from solar energy. However,

emissions are associated with the manufacturing, transportation of materials, and
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decommissioning of solar energy facilities (Union of Concerned Scientists of the United States

of America [UCSUSA] 2013).

Soils and Geology

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to existing disturbances within the footprint of

Midway Substation and Western’s transmission line ROW. Western’s impacts from the

Proposed Action would have a negligible effect on native undisturbed soils.

The construction of the proposed Project would require disruption of the top surface of the soil

profile (topsoil). Construction would occur in a phased approach that would help reduce the

amount of topsoil that would be exposed to wind and water erosion during construction

activities. Midway Solar would incorporate industry standard best management practices

(BMPs) to minimize soil erosion potential during construction activities and promote an on-site

vegetative community compatible with the proposed solar facility’s operation for the duration of

operations at the facility.

Water Resources

No surface water resources occur within or near the footprint of Western’s Midway Substation or

transmission line ROW. Additionally, Western would implement its Construction Standard 13

guidance manual, specifically Standard 13.11, which outlines measures Western is committed

to take to prevent spills of pollutants and response procedures if a spill occurs. With no surface

water present within the Proposed Solar Facility Area and following protocols identified in

Standard 13.11, Western’s impact to water resources would be negligible.

No surface waters would be impacted by Midway Solar’s proposed Project. In the event of a

spill or leak during construction or operation, Midway Solar’s commitment to a Stormwater

Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) and best management practices would minimize impacts to

surface and ground water.

Vegetation

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to disturbances within the footprint of the Midway

Substation and Western’s transmission line ROW. Western maintains a bare earth standard of

a 5-foot (ft) bare earth apron around its substations, so no new direct impacts to vegetation

would occur within and around Midway Substation. Indirect impacts of introducing weeds to the

area would be negligible because Western’s Construction Standard 13.6 states that Western

would need to maintains a ”clean vehicle policy“ while entering and leaving construction areas

to prevent the transport of noxious weed plants or seeds. Western also employs the use of

noxious weed control in and around its facilities.

Temporary, high-level direct impacts would occur in areas that would be graded to achieve

proper slope or elevation for solar array installation; and, all vegetative cover would be disturbed

in graded areas. These impacts would be considered temporary because graded areas would

be revegetated with an approved groundcover seed mix as part of the Midway Solar

revegetation plan. Temporary impacts to vegetation would be minimal. However, if weed control
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were needed, Midway Solar would seek technical assistance from the El Paso County Forestry

and Noxious Weed Inspector for determining appropriate noxious weed control methods.

Wildlife

The impacts of Western’s Proposed Action to wildlife would be negligible. No wildlife habitat

occurred at Western’s Midway Substation as Western maintains a bare earth standard within

their substations. The disturbance of wildlife would be a temporary negligible effect on wildlife;

therefore, long-term impacts on wildlife would not occur.

Impacts to wildlife from Midway’s proposed Project includes loss of grassland habitat,

displacement and disturbance of individuals, and potential for direct mortality, but such impacts

would be minimal since most wildlife are likely to avoid construction activities near the Project

area. Long−term, grass and forb cover would likely recover after construction but the quality of 

habitat would be diminished due to the presence of the solar panels. Small ground-dwelling

species might continue to use the habitat available under the panels, but some larger predators,

such as raptors, may avoid the Project area. Solar panels would eliminate opportunities for

perching by birds on larger vegetation and shelter for other species. As a result of diminished

habitat quality and quantity, species abundance may decline. Birds and bats would likely be

impacted directly through collisions with Project structures; however, collision impact on bats

and birds would likely be negligible.

Species Status Species

The impacts of Western’s Proposed Action to species of concern would be negligible. No

suitable habitat occurred at Western’s Midway Substation. The addition of a new 230-kV bay at

Midway Substation would not affect any threatened, endangered, or special status species.

The concern over injuries and deaths of special status species at the proposed solar facilities is

centered on the theory that the bird species - piping plovers, least terns, and whooping cranes -

may potentially mistake the extensive solar arrays for water features on which the birds can

land; this theory has been coined the “lake effect hypothesis.” Recent studies have concluded

that no empirical evidence exists that PV facilities lead to distinct changes to water birds or

waterfowl risk or mortality and that additional structured studies of utility scale PV facilities are

necessary before a statistically significant conclusions about avian risk and mortality associated

with solar facilities can be drawn. The general behavior of terns, plovers, and cranes to land on

solid ground or shallow water requires these birds to approach slowly and identify the substrate

they will touch upon, which would greatly reduce the potential for these species to impact PV

panels. Therefore, even if there is a potential for lake effect hypothesis impacts to occur at

Midway Solar’s PV solar field, the Project would pose a low risk to least terns, piping plovers,

whopping cranes, and other birds.

Cultural Resources

Western’s Proposed Action would not result in impacts to cultural resources within the Project

study area. Additionally, Western’s Proposed Action would result in no visual impacts to cultural

sites within a two-mile (3.2-kilometer) buffer around the substation.
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While two cultural sites were identified through a Class III survey of the Project Study Area,

measures were proposed by Midway Solar and agreed to by the State Historic Preservation

Officer that would protect and preserve the two sites adequately. In adhering to the identified

measures, Midway Solar’s proposed Project would have no impact to known protected cultural

resources.

Visual Resources

The visual impacts associated with Western’s proposed construction activities would have

minimal impact due to both the timing of activities and in that, the construction activities would

occur on the south side of the substation while the nearest resident is approximately 0.5 miles to

the northwest of the substation. Western’s Proposed Action would have a negligible to minimal

permanent impact to visual resources of the area.

The temporary visual impacts associated with Midway Solar’s proposed construction activities

would have a minimal impact. Midway Solar’s proposed Project would have a minor to moderate

permanent impact on the views and visual resources.

Transportation

Western’s Proposed Action would temporarily impact transportation (traffic) within that Project

area as these impacts would only primarily occur during construction of the Project, if approved.

Impacts to transportation activities within the Project area would be minimal.

Negligible-to-minimal impacts to traffic would occur through implementation of Midway Solar’s

proposed Project. The Project would not require improvements to existing transportation

facilities nor are any road closures. Midway Solar would construct new or improve existing roads

within the Project Study Area that are needed for the proposed Project. No impacts to rail

service or air traffic would occur as a result of the Midway Solar’s proposed Project.

Public Health and Safety

Western’s Proposed Action would result in negligible public health and safety impacts

associated with electromagnetic fields (EMF), worker safety, or hazardous materials due to the

temporary timeframe of construction activities.

The construction phase for Midway Solar’s proposed Project would release fugitive dust and

vehicle and equipment emission. Dust and exhaust would likely degrade local air quality

temporarily during construction. Local sensitive receptors, the elderly, infants and people with

pre-existing respiratory issues, may experience additional difficulties breathing as a result of

construction. The severity of the impacts would depend on the health of the individuals affected.

Construction crews would use water trucks to minimize fugitive dust and equipment would meet

emission standards set by the state. In general, the operation of the proposed Project would

negligibly affect workers’ health and would not place additional demand on police or public

emergency resources. Site maintenance and other requisite visits would not result in

demonstrable additional vehicle emissions or fugitive dust releases. Electromagnetic Field

(EMF) impacts from the proposed Project would be below the International Commission on Non-
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Ionizing Radiation Protection established magnetic field exposure limits for the general public

and workers. No federal or Colorado state laws or policies regulate exposure levels of EMF.

Intentional Destructive Acts

Any electric grid infrastructure can be a target for intentional destructive acts including

Western’s and Midway Solar’s infrastructure. While a terrorist attack is possible, destruction due

to vandalism or theft is far more probable; however, such potential acts would unlikely have

substantial effects on the environment.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background

Western prepared this Environmental Assessment (EA) to analyze the environmental impacts of

the proposed Project as required under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

Midway Solar submitted an interconnection request to Western to connect a proposed 100-MW

PV solar facility (proposed Project) located south of Fountain, Colorado, in El Paso County to

Western’s Midway Substation. The Project Study Area (approximately 1,085 acres) is located

between Interstate-25 (I-25) and Fort Carson US Army Installation (Fort Carson), just north of

the Midway Landfill, in unincorporated, southern El Paso County, Colorado (Figures 1.1 and

1.2). Of the 1,085 acres studied for the proposed Project, Midway Solar determined

approximately 911 acres would be needed for the development and is referred to as the

Proposed Solar Facility Area (Figure 1.3). Midway Solar would make the connection to the

Western substation with a gen-tie transmission line approximately 0.85 mile in length.

Midway Solar has also submitted an interconnection request to the Public Service Company of

Colorado (PSCo), who has a substation located adjacent to and east of Western’s Midway

Substation. However, in order to connect the proposed Project with the PSCo substation,

Midway Solar’s gen-tie line to the PSCo substation would likely cross Western owned land.

Crossing Western’s land would require a licensing agreement between Midway Solar and

Western. Impacts would likely be similar from either gen-tie line. Impacts described in this EA

that would result from the proposed Project’s construction, operations, maintenance, or

decommissioning, would remain the same regardless of which interconnection is made due to

the close proximity of both Western’s and PSCo’s substations.

This chapter provides an overview of the proposed project, explains why Western needs to take

action, details the proposed Project and its purpose and need, and provides the purpose that

Western is trying to achieve to meet this need. This chapter also describes the public

involvement that has occurred related to the proposed Project.
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Figure 1-1 Location of the Midway Solar Interconnection Project, El Paso County, Colorado.
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Figure 1-2 Location and study area boundary of the Midway Solar Interconnection Project, El Paso County, Colorado.
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1.2 Purpose and Need

1.2.1 Western’s Purpose and Need

Western needs to consider and respond to Midway Solar’s interconnection request in

accordance with its Open Access Transmission Service Tariff (Tariff) and the Federal Power

Act. Under the Tariff, Western offers capacity on its transmission system to deliver electricity

when capacity is available. The Tariff also contains terms for processing requests for the

interconnection of generation facilities to Western’s transmission system. In reviewing

interconnection requests, Western must ensure that existing reliability and services are not

degraded. Western’s Tariff provides for transmission and system studies to ensure that system

reliability and service to existing customers are not adversely affected by new interconnections.

These studies also identify system upgrades or additions necessary to accommodate the

proposed Project and address whether the upgrades or additions are within the Project scope.

Lastly, under Western’s Tariff, Western offers interconnection to all eligible customers on a first-

come, first-served basis, with a final decision on whether or not to make this offer subject to an

environmental review under the NEPA.

1.2.2 Midway Solar Project Purpose and Need

Midway Solar’s purpose and need is to construct, operate and maintain a 100-MW solar electric

generation facility. Midway Solar plan is to develop approximately 911 acre of land in southern

El Paso County, Colorado, for a PV solar electric generation facility (Figure 1.3). The solar

facility would include blocks of solar panels, power inverters, solar facility collection substation,

a gen-tie line connecting the solar facility to Western’s Midway and other associated equipment

and features.

Initially, Midway Solar planned to develop 1,085 acres within the Study Area for the proposed

Project (Figure 1.3). However, portions of the Study Area were found to have existing utility

easements; had slopes that were unsuitable for solar development; or contained ephemeral

washes that greatly restrained Midway Solar’s ability to develop the entire area. Based on these

existing conditions, Midway Solar determined that only 911 acres were suitable for Project

development. Within this EA, the 911-acre developable area is referred to as the Proposed

Solar Facility Area (Figure 1.3) and was evaluated for potential environmental impacts.
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Figure 1-3 The Project Study Area and Proposed Solar Facility Area for the Midway Solar Interconnection Project.
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1.3 Public Scoping and Tribal Consultation

1.3.1 Public Scoping

Midway Solar voluntarily conducted a public scoping effort to identify any potential concerns

with the proposed Project. Midway Solar engaged potential stakeholders near the proposed

Project since the early stages of project development and proposed to continue such outreach

through project construction, if an interconnection or licensing agreement is approved. In order

to solicit comments specific to the Draft EA, Midway Solar, in conjunction with Western, sent an

informational brochure (Appendix A) to identified stakeholders on August 5, 2015. Recipients of

the brochure were determined by their proximity to the Project Study Area and included local

residences and businesses. The brochure contained information informing recipients of the

proposed Project, the intent to prepare an EA, and the scoping period for comments to be

considered as part of the EA. Comments from stakeholders were requested by September 10,

2015. Copies of the brochure were also made available at County offices. No public comments,

questions, or concerns were received.

In addition to mailing informational brochures, Midway Solar personally met with several local

private businesses in the area including: Southwest Generation, Midway Landfill, GCC Colorado

Energy Recyclers (GCC), James Kirkland Aggregate/Quarries, Corvette Center of Colorado

Springs, and Cactus Creek Ranch, Table 1-1. Representatives from El Paso County and Fort

Carson were also contacted regarding the proposed Project. The purpose of the meetings were

to discuss Project details, the preparation of the EA, and to solicit comments and concerns of

businesses and affected communities within the Project area for their consideration in the EA.

Midway Solar representatives conducted in-person meetings between May 27 and August 25,

2015, which resulted in no expressed opposition to the proposed Project. In general, people

expressed interest and support for the proposed solar facility.

Table 1-1: Midway Solar Scoping Efforts

Organization Contact Title Comments/Concerns

Southwest
Generation

Dave Rhodes VP Business
Development

Not opposed to Project; interested
in solar development.

Fort Carson Wayne Thomas NEPA and
Cultural
Management
Branch Chief

Not opposed to Project; Fort
Carson has participated in solar
project in the past and is looking
to participate in future solar
projects.

Fort Carson Vince Guthrie Director of
Public Works
Utility Programs
Manager, CEM

Midway Landfill Rod Gabol District Manager
for Waste

Expressed belief that a large solar
project would be a good neighbor
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Management and serve as a buffer around the
landfill.

Groupo Cementos
de Chihuahua
(GCC)

Scott Pederson Site Manager Expressed belief that a large solar
project would be a good neighbor.

El Paso County Craig Dosey Project Manager
III El Paso
County
Development
Services

Concerns over traffic congestions
during construction; concerns over
impacts and possible
improvements to local roads;
concerns over visual impacts.

El Paso County Monnie Gore
Jr.

Deputy County
Administrator

El Paso County Lori Seago Senior Assistant
County Attorney

El Paso County Amy Lathen El Paso County
District 2
Commissioner

El Paso County Dennis Hisey El Paso County
District 4
Commissioner

James Kirkland
Aggregate/Quarries

James Kirkland Owner Would like to provide aggregates
for the project.

Corvette Center of
Colorado Springs –
Cactus Creek
Ranch

Ric Noring Owner Supportive of solar.

Through discussions with El Paso County and Fort Carson representatives, the discovery that

Fort Carson held Contingent Rights to approximately 120 acres of land owned by El Paso

County was revealed. The acreage where Fort Carson held Contingent Rights is located on the

northwest portion of the Study Area. Fort Carson obtained the Contingent Rights as a result of

Cooperative Agreement W911SR-07-2-0003 (Cooperative Agreement) executed between El

Paso County and the United States Army Research Development and Environmental Command

on the behalf of Fort Carson and the Army. Terms and conditions of the Cooperative Agreement

specified that if El Paso County permits the land to be developed, then the County shall notify

Fort Carson and receive written approval from the Army prior to permitting any development

action. Neither the Army nor Fort Carson own property rights within the Study Area and

therefore there are no additional federal actions or NEPA compliance requirements that need to

be considered further. However, a representative from Fort Carson has requested that they be
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notified once the EA is made public so they can review the EA and determine whether they

need to participate in the process if necessary.

1.3.2 Tribal Consultation

As the federal lead agency under NEPA and the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA)

Section 106 review, Western initiated government-to-government consultation with Native

American tribes to identify locations of traditional or cultural importance within the Project vicinity

of the proposed solar facility. Tribes that were contacted included:

 Northern Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River Reservation

 Southern Ute Indian Tribe

 Shoshone Tribe

 Fort Mohave Indian Tribe

 Ute Mountain Ute Tribe

 Ute Indian Tribe

A representative from the Northern Arapaho Tribe of the Wind River Reservation, Northern

Arapaho Tribal Historic Preservation Office requested the opportunity to participate in the

cultural resources survey of the site (see Section 3.11); however, the survey had been

completed at the time of the request. Western and Midway Solar will continue to work with the

Northern Arapaho Tribe in the future to address any concerns expressed as a result of their

review of the Class III Cultural Resources Inventory report.



Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project Environmental Assessment

WEST, Inc. 2-1 January 22, 2016

2.0 PROPOSED ACTION AND ALTERNATIVES

2.1 Western’s Proposed Action

2.1.1 Overview

In order to accommodate Midway Solar’s interconnection request at Western’s Midway

Substation, Western would be required to build a new 230-kV bay within the existing Midway

Substation fence line including new communications, metering and protection equipment and

new take-off and gen-tie structures to direct the 230-kV transmission line into the new bay.

Depending on final design, Western may need to alter existing transmission lines entering and

exiting the Midway Substation to ensure safe clearances with the proposed 230-kV gen-tie

transmission line connecting the substation with the proposed Project. Western’s federal action

would be limited to the construction of electrical infrastructure associated with the Midway

Substation, the operation and maintenance of the substation, and implementation of the

interconnection agreement.

2.1.2 Proposed Facilities

230-Kilovolt Substation Bay

To accommodate the interconnection between Western and Midway Solar, Western would

construct a new 230-kV bay in an open portion of Western’s Midway Substation. The new bay

would require a 230-kV circuit breaker, 230-kV disconnecting switches, structural steel and

foundation, bus-work, take-off structure, and protection equipment. Furthermore, Western would

run additional communications and control cables within existing substation cable trays between

the substation’s control building and the new bay. Finally, Western would install metering

equipment in the control building and at the new 230-kV bay.

Generation Intertie Substation Entry Structure

In order to ensure proper conductor tension and alignment between the proposed 230-kV gen-

tie line and 230-kV substation bay, Western would construct a gen-tie substation entry structure

approximately 200 to 400 ft outside the fenced Midway Substation yard. The gen-tie substation

entry structure would be a self-supporting, full tension, dead-end structure aligned with the

designated 230-kV substation bay. Less than one acre of disturbance within Western’s existing

right-of-way (ROW), and outside of the existing fence line of Midway Substation, would occur as

a result of the gen-tie substation entry structure installation.

Existing Transmission Line Modification

Western may need to modify existing transmission lines that enter and exit Western’s Midway

Substation in order to physically and electrically interconnect the proposed Project to Western’s

system. Modification may include, but not be limited to, adjusting existing structure heights to

provide sufficient clearance between proposed and existing conductors. Western would design

and construct these modifications to fit within their existing ROW.
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2.1.3 Construction

Western’s proposed construction would last approximately seven months and employ a

construction crew of approximately five to ten people.

The installation of the dead-end structure outside Western’s Midway Substation has the

potential to disturb less than one acre of ground within Western’s existing ROW. Construction

activities that would occur within the Midway Substation boundary would result in approximately

one-half acre of ground disturbance. All of Western’s combined construction activities would

require less than one acre-foot (AF) of water to complete. The following equipment would be

required to complete Western’s Proposed Action.

• Backhoe • Boom line truck
• Cement mixing truck • Construction trailer
• Crane; 25-50 ton capacity • Dump truck
• Flatbed truck • Fork Lift
• Front-end loader • Man lift
• Motor grader • Bulldozer
• Puller • Tensioner
• Tractor trailer • Tractor with auger
• 4-wheeled sedan • 6-wheeled pick-up truck (dually
• 4-wheeled pick-up truck

Generation Intertie Substation Entry Structure

As mentioned, Western would erect the gen-tie substation entry structure outside the Midway

Substation to include a dead-end structure and foundation required to anchor the structure. The

structure’s location would be surveyed and staked. The foundation would be excavated using an

auger. The diameter and depth of the foundation would be determined based on geotechnical

investigations and engineering design criteria. After the foundation is excavated, a pre-

fabricated anchor-bolt cage would be lowered into the foundation. The excavated foundation,

with cage, would be filled with concrete and the surfaces would be finished. After the concrete

cured, Western personnel or their contractors would then assemble the gen-tie entry pole by

anchoring the base piece to the foundation and placing the sequential segments. Insulators and

other hardware may be installed on the ground or in place once structure segments are erected.

Bay Take-Off Structure

Western would install the bay take-off structure in a similar manner as the gen-tie substation

entry structure: stake foundation location; excavate foundations; place anchor bolt cages; fill

foundations with concrete; allow the concrete to cure; and, install structure segments.

Conductor between Generation Intertie Substation Entry Structure and Takeoff Structure

Western would string conductors between the gen-tie substation entry structure and the takeoff

structure. A combination of cable reel stringing trucks, pullers and tensioners, and lifts would

pull the ground wire and phase conductors into the insulator attachment points and then clip and

tension the cables.
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2.1.4 Operation and Maintenance

Western’s operations and maintenance (O&M) procedures at their Midway Substation would not

likely change greatly once the proposed interconnection has been completed. General activities

would include checking, testing, and replacing circuit breakers; disconnecting and replacing

switches, transformers, or insulators; tightening, replacing, or repairing structures or bus work;

or replacing conductors. Western would perform these tasks when damage, deterioration, or

deficiencies of the substation facilities or transmission lines pose a threat to human life, the

environment, or the reliability of the electrical system.

2.1.5 Decommissioning

In the event the proposed Project no longer requires an interconnection with Western’s Midway

Substation, Western would decommission the facilities that are no longer essential. Equipment

added as Western’s Proposed Action, would remain in service, except possibly line jumpers.

Circuit breakers and switches would stay intact but be placed in the closed position. Protective

equipment would remain in place but reprogrammed or recalibrated to reflect the operational

change.

2.1.6 Permits and Authorizations

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to their existing substation and ROW. Western

would not be required to obtain any additional permits.

2.1.7 Western’s Resource Protection Measures

Western’s Construction Standards, Standard 13 Environmental Quality Protection (Appendix B),

would be strictly adhered to during all phases of construction and O&M of Western constructed

and owned facilities.

2.2 Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

2.2.1 Overview

Midway Solar proposed to construct two main but connected components: a 100-MW PV solar

facility and the associated gen-tie line to connect their proposed solar facility to Western’s

Midway Substation. The solar facility would be constructed on lands either directly owned by

Midway Solar or that which Midway Solar had or would have site control over. The proposed

solar facility, which would occupy approximately 911 acres, would be located 8.5 miles south of

Fountain, Colorado, and 0.5 mile west of I-25.

As part of initial conceptual planning and siting of the proposed solar facility, Midway Solar

identified several criteria that need to be met, including:

• High solar insolation;

• Sufficient and available land to construct a commercial solar facility;

• Proximity to existing electric infrastructure, like substations and transmission lines;

• Proximity to existing roads for adequate construction and operational access; and

• Proximity to infrastructure that would be considered “industrial” in nature.
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The National Renewable Energy Laboratory identified Midway Solar’s proposed Project Study

Area as possessing approximately 6.0 to 6.5 kW-hours per square meter (m2) per day average.

The Project study area is close to electrical infrastructure (transmission lines and substations)

and I-25. Midway Solar owned, and possessed the rights to purchase or obtain lease

agreements for a large portion of the land needed for the proposed solar facility. Midway Solar

considered multiple other locations in detail.

2.2.2 Proposed Facilities

The proposed Project would consist of ground-mounted PV panels with an anticipated single

axis tracking system to allow the solar array to track the sun as the Earth rotates. The proposed

Project infrastructure, including PV panels, tracking system, and associated electric power

collection system, would occur within the Proposed Solar Facility Area. Midway Solar would

establish a light-duty gravel covered service road system throughout the Proposed Solar Facility

Area for installation and O&M activities (Figure 2.1).

Solar Field

Various types of solar technology could be utilized on the proposed Project. Polycrystalline

panels are very common and widely used on solar projects in various geographies. If

polycrystalline panels were used for the Project, the proposed solar array would consist of over

300,000 PV panels on a single axis tracking system supported on steel posts. If other

technologies such as thin film were incorporated, more panels would be needed; although the

panels are smaller, the same overall area would be occupied by the proposed Project. Solar

arrays would be positioned nearly three feet above ground level and extend up to 10 ft in height.

Electrical Collection System

The PV panels would be organized into electrical divisions or blocks. Each block would span

approximately 15 acres and be capable of producing 1.67-MW each. Each block would require

their own electrical collection equipment, including power inverters to convert power from direct

current (DC) to alternating current (AC), switchgear, transformers to step up the low voltage

produced in the panels to voltage more efficient for transmitting, and conductors. The size of

each block would be dependent on the type and size of inverter and may be subject to change

in response to other electrical design factors that may arise.
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Figure 2-1 Access roads around the perimeter of the Midway Solar Interconnection Project and between solar blocks.
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Solar Facility Collection Substation

In general, PV electric generation produces low voltage DC electricity, of which inverters convert

the electrical current to AC and finally the transformers step up the voltage to 34.5-kV medium

voltage within the solar field. In order to transmit the power more efficiently, the voltage needs to

be stepped up further. Prior to conveying the electricity produced to Western or PSCo’s system,

an on-site solar facility collection substation would be required to step up the voltage to 230-kV.

The solar facility collection substation component of the proposed Project would require about a

three acres and would include, but not be limited to, the following major system equipment:

• 34.5-kV medium voltage bus and associated switching apparatus;

• 230-kV bus and switching apparatus,

• 230- to 34.5-kV transformer,

• Medium voltage capacitors,

• Steel support structures with foundations,

• Grounding grid,

• Control building,

• Security and perimeter fence, and

• Rain or contaminant containment.

Generation Intertie Transmission Line

In addition to the solar facility, the proposed Project would also include building, operating, and

maintaining a gen-tie line to connect the proposed solar facility with the electric grid for

distribution. The gen-tie line would deliver the generated electricity to either the existing Western

Midway Substation or PSCo’s Substation. The power line, a 230-kV transmission line, would

originate at the proposed solar facility collection substation and terminate at Western or PSCo’s

Substation.

Roads, Fencing, and Security

The proposed Project would need approximately 20 miles of access roads around the perimeter

of the facility and between solar blocks (Figure 2.1). Midway Solar would utilize these access

roads for O&M activities such as equipment inspections, cleaning panels, lubricating tracking

equipment, and security patrols. Access roads would be compacted earth or graveled, if

needed, to comply with fugitive dust issues.

Site security structures would include perimeter security fencing, controlled access points,

signage, lighting and cameras. Perimeter fencing would be 10 ft high and consist of chain-link

fence with barbed-wired security strands across the top. Controlled access gates would allow

maintenance and security personnel access to all portions of the facilities.
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2.2.3 Construction

Midway Solar estimated that phased construction would require approximately 10 months to

complete. Midway Solar’s construction would occur in phases of approximately 1.67-MW blocks

on approximately 15 acres. Peak construction activities may require as many 400 people on site

including road construction workers, solar array installation personnel, agency or third party

construction monitors and various other subcontractors and support personnel. In general, the

average number of personnel would be substantially less. Midway Solar would use traditional

earthmoving equipment such as bulldozers, motor graders, disking equipment, compacters,

water trucks, cement trucks, and other normal heavy construction equipment. Midway Solar

would utilize standard industry BMPs to stabilize soils and minimize dust during construction.

Midway Solar would require approximately one AF of water during construction.

Solar Field

Site preparation and construction would require Midway Solar to mow surrounding vegetation.

Disking and rolling may be performed across the entire Proposed Solar Facility Area to create a

level surface for solar panel installation. Minimal grading and re-contouring of approximately

25% of the site would be performed to provide site access and best utilize the land for solar

energy production. Midway Solar would install PV panels on an anticipated single axis, tracking

system. The tracking system would be attached to steel support structures with footings

embedded below grade. Geotechnical studies would be performed and foundation

recommendations made based on existing subsurface soil conditions.

Detailed design layout and construction methods would be developed as part of the final solar

facility engineering, however some construction procedures are standard operating practices.

The general course of actions for construction of 1.67-MW blocks would include vegetation

mowing and removal, disking and rolling, grading as necessary, installation of the AC collection

system, installation of the majority of the fencing, installation of posts, installation of the AC and

DC collection system, installation of racking, installation of PV panels, and completion of the

electrical collection systems. Midway Solar would follow this series of events until the maximum

build out for the site has been achieved. Temporary fencing would be installed around active

disturbance areas during construction, including parking areas, laydown yards, solar field, and

the solar facility collection substation. Permanent fencing would be installed once construction

activities have been completed.

Solar Facility Collection Substation

The solar facility collection substation would include a control building, transformers, capacitors,

circuit breakers, metering equipment, protection equipment, and other electrical apparatus. The

solar facility collection substation equipment would be placed on concrete foundations and the

entire yard would have a grounding grid installed below grade.

Generation Intertie Transmission Line

Midway Solar would design and construct a gen-tie transmission line originating at the solar

facility collection substation and terminating at Western’s Midway Substation or PSCo’s
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Substation. All construction vehicles and material staging would occur within the gen-tie line

ROW. Installation of gen-tie line structures would proceed after clearing of the alignment of any

excessive vegetation.

2.2.4 Operation and Maintenance

The proposed Project would be designed with a minimum 30-year operational life expectancy.

Operation of the solar facility would include periodic maintenance, overhaul, and replacement of

facility equipment in general accordance with manufacturer’s recommended schedules. Routine

cleaning of the PV panels with water would be required to maintain desired system efficiencies.

Routine replacement of PV panels would be needed within the thirty-year operational life of the

facility. After all spare panels have been utilized, any additional panel replacement would

potentially incorporate the latest technology that is compatible with the operational systems in

place at that time.

Maintenance activities at the solar facility would include periodically checking electrical

performance parameters, maintenance of transformers and inverters, vegetation maintenance,

dust control, PV panel cleaning, driveway and access road maintenance, and general

inspections of the facility. Transformers (which contain mineral oil) and inverters (which may

contain cooling fluid) pose the potential to introduce contaminants to the environment. To

minimize this potential, Midway Solar would develop a Spill Prevention, Control, and

Countermeasure (SPCC) plan in accordance with federal Oil Pollution Prevention regulations

(40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 112). Detailed design layout and construction methods

of site drainage, retention, and contaminant containment would be identified in the SPCC. The

SPCC would be developed and finalized at the time of the final solar facility engineering.

Midway Solar’s personnel or properly trained or certified contractors would conduct systematic

inspections of the solar facility collection substation and the gen-tie transmission line. Inspection

intervals would be set by applicable federal, state, or local regulations and codes specific to

electrical utility reliability standards. Inspections may also be based on industry standards that

exceed the regulatory guidelines and standards. Infrastructure such as transformers, inverters,

gen-tie line structures, and circuit breakers, would be replaced based on manufactures’

recommendations or as inspections identify deficiencies in operational standards of the

equipment.

2.2.5 Decommissioning

Midway Solar completely expects a full operational life of the solar facility and considers an

operational life beyond original design expectations to be a realistic outcome. If individual PV

panel output does not produce at threshold levels, PV panels would be replaced. Current

industry warrantees range from 20 to 25 years, which coincides with the informal rule of thumb

that a PV panel would lose less than 1% of its output per year. However, modern PV panels

(produced after 2000) have been tested and appear to have less degradation over time. In any

case, prior to end of the 30-year operational life sequence, a percentage of the PV panels would

be removed and replaced with the latest available compatible technology that may extend the

operational life of the Midway Solar facility. Furthermore, if the facility is viable and demand for
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the facility continues into the future, Midway Solar may plan and execute facility upgrades to

continue the operation of the solar facility beyond 30 years.

Eventually, the proposed Project would reach a point whereby it would not be a viable operation

and would need to be decommissioned. When decommissioning is determined to be

appropriate, PV panels, support structures, and electric equipment would be removed from the

site. In general, decommissioning and demolition would proceed in four steps:

• Dismantling and demolition of above grade structures;

• Removal of concrete features (slabs, foundations, or below grade walls) to a depth of

three ft. below final grade;

• Removal of below grade utilities and support equipment (cable trays, communication

cables, or grounding equipment) to a depth of three ft. below final grade; and

• Excavation and removal of soils and final site grading to match the surrounding area.

Where applicable, equipment and materials that are removed would be salvaged, recycled or

disposed of in accordance with regulations governing such debris at the time of the

decommissioning. Midway Solar does not expect to encounter contaminated soils during

decommissioning or through the operational life of the Project. However, in the event that soil

contamination is discovered, Midway Solar would conduct soil removal or follow the

recommendations produced after a thorough subsurface soils analysis is performed by a third

party to meet regulatory cleanup requirements for the protection of soils and groundwater in the

vicinity of the proposed solar facility. Furthermore, Midway Solar would backfill any resulting

excavation with certified clean fill soils of a permeability and texture determined by geotechnical

analysis to closely match surrounding soils and compacted to recommended density. After

surface disturbing activities are complete and final grade and contours are established, Midway

Solar would revegetate the area with native seed, as appropriate.

2.2.6 Midway Solar’s Resource Protection Measures

Industry standard BMPs would be followed to minimize soil erosion and siltation of nearby

waterways during any surface disturbing activities on the solar facility or the gen-tie

transmission line. In addition, Midway Solar would enact dust control measure during all phases

of construction and operation of the Project. Dust control measures would follow the guidelines

prescribed by El Paso County or the State of Colorado. Portions of the Project Study Area

would be seeded with an approved seed blend. Revegetating the exposed soils would aid in

dust and erosion control, but would also minimize the spread of non-native plant species.

Midway Solar would also prepare and institute a SPCC plan to limit the potential for on-site

contaminants to migrate off site. Finally, Midway Solar would follow any and all environmental-,

natural resource-, or cultural resource-based requirements set forth as a condition of any

construction or operational permit necessary to build, operate, or maintain the solar facility.
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2.2.7 Other Decisions/Approvals Needed

In addition to Western’s decision described previously, approvals from other governing bodies

would be required in order for the solar facility and gen-tie line to be constructed. Midway Solar

would need to apply for and obtain a building permit from El Paso County Development

Services Department. Design and construction of the proposed Project would be required to

follow the El Paso County Land Code, which regulates the use, occupancy, and location, of

electric utility infrastructure in the county. Additional permits and authorization may be required

at the local and state level. Midway Solar would pursue all additional requisite permits and

authorizations once the solar facility engineering and layout design are complete.

2.3 No Action Alternative

Under the No Action Alternative, Western would not execute an interconnection agreement with

Midway Solar and the Project would not be constructed or interconnected to Western’s

transmission system. Western would continue to operate the Midway Substation, however the

construction activities associated with the Proposed Action would not occur. Midway Solar could

continue to pursue the Project by applying for an interconnection with another transmission

provider. For the purpose of this EA, which discusses Western’s Proposed Action, the No Action

Alternative is considered to result in the Project not being constructed, and thus provides a

baseline against which the Proposed Action and proposed Project can be evaluated.
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3.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT, ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, AND

CONSERVATION MEASURES

3.1 Introduction

This chapter describes the affected environments and the environmental impacts of the

Proposed Action, proposed Project, and No Action Alternatives. The affected environment

consists of the physical area that bounds the environmental, sociological, economic, or cultural

resources of interest that would likely have been impacted by the alternatives. The affected

environment is described for each resource analyzed based on primary and secondary data

sources, and for some resources, field observations. The affected environment also serves as

the baseline from which to evaluate likely changes, or impacts (beneficial or adverse) resulting

from the Proposed Action, proposed Project, and No Action Alternatives.

Environmental impacts were defined as modifications to the affected environment brought about

by implementing the Proposed Action, proposed Project, or the No Action Alternative. Impacts

can be beneficial or adverse, result from the action directly or indirectly, and can be short-term,

long-term, permanent, or cumulative in nature. The impact analysis was conducted on either a

quantitative or qualitative basis, depending on available data or the nature of the impact, and

established the severity of impact in the context of the affected environment.

The approach to impacts analysis and descriptions of impact intensity was conducted for this

EA. Western used an accumulative approach for the impact assessments, which assumed a

greater intensity of impacts resulted from a greater change in conditions. Impact intensity in this

analysis varied from negligible to minor, moderate, and major impacts. These descriptions of

impact intensity primarily evaluated changes in mapped habitat or vegetation communities.

• Negligible: Effects would be at the lowest levels of detection, barely measurable, with no

perceptible consequences.

• Minor: Effects result in a detectable change, but the change would be slight.

• Moderate: Effects would result in a clearly detectable change, with measurable effects.

• Major: Effects would be readily apparent with substantial consequences.

3.2 Resources Considered but Not Evaluated

In accordance with NEPA regulations, some resources were eliminated from evaluation

because they were not present in or near the Project Study Area and would not be affected by

the Proposed Action, proposed Project, or No Action Alternatives (Table 3.1).
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Table 3.1 Resources considered but not analyzed.

Resource Rationale for Exclusion from Analysis

Prime or Unique Farmland None of the soils that occur in the Project study area were
classified as prime or unique farmland

1
.

Floodplains Western would not locate features within or impact
designated floodplains. No designated floodplains occur
within or adjacent to the Project study area

2
.

Wetlands/Riparian Areas No wetlands or riparian areas occurred within the Project
Study Area

3
.

Wild and Scenic Rivers No wild and scenic rivers were within or near the Project
Study Area. The only river with wild and scenic designation
in Colorado is the Cache la Poudre, which was over 100
miles from the Project Study Area.

State or National Parks, Forest,
Conservation Areas, or Recreation areas of

No state or national park, forest, conservation, or
recreational area exists within five miles of the Project
Study Area.

Natural Resources: Timber, Minerals, Fish,
and Aquifer

No sufficient water is located on site to sustain fish. No
sufficient stands of commercial viable tree are located
within the Project Study Area. Known aquifers in southern
El Paso County are at a depth of 2,000−4,500 ft. Due to 
aquifer depth and minimal surface disturbances, impacts to
aquifers are highly unlikely. No federal mineral rights are
located within the Project Study Area

4
.

Recreation Western did not identify any designated recreation
opportunities within or near the Project study area.

Rangeland Midway Solar would fence the perimeter of the Project
Study Area, which would exclude livestock grazing
opportunities.

Environmental Justice Residential development adjacent to the Project study area
and west of La Questa View was limited to 2.5 acre lots,
where existing housing prices average over $200,000; this
indicates the Project would not disproportionally affect low
income populations. While the nearby community of
Fountain has the highest concentration of minorities in El
Paso County (15.1% of the population is Hispanic or
Latino)

5
, the Project would not disproportionally affect any

minority population.
1

US Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS) 2015
2

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 1997
3

Western EcoSystems Technology (WEST) 2015
4
Personal communication with Martin Weimer, NEPA Coordinator Front Range District Office Bureau of Land

Management March 31, 2016
5

El Paso County, no date.

3.3 Cumulative Impact Methodology

3.3.1 Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Actions

Cumulative impacts are those effects that may result from the incremental impacts of an action

when added to the impacts of other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.

Cumulative impacts are considered regardless of the agency or person undertaking the other

actions and can result from the combined effects of actions that are minor when considered

individually over a period of time.
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Figure 3-1. Spatial Boundary used for cumulative impacts analysis.
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Spatial Boundary of Evaluation

The spatial boundary is the physical area that comprises the region of influence for the

cumulative effects analysis. The spatial boundary evaluated for this cumulative effects analysis

was defined as those areas in the immediate vicinity, up to one mile, of the proposed Project

Study Area and west of I-25 (Figure 3-1). The interstate was considered a limiting factor and

large hindrance for the natural flow of resources (i.e., wildlife and vegetation), and therefore was

considered the eastern border for cumulative effects. This spatial boundary was chosen to

encompass similar existing land uses and zoning as the Project Study Area with the potential to

affect similar resources, soil types and geology, cultural resources, vegetative communities,

regional air quality, etc., as the Proposed Action and proposed Project. The spatial boundary

was defined by land uses rather than by geographic features because of the rural, undeveloped

nature of this portion of El Paso County. Including areas beyond the one-mile boundary and

east of the interstate would have encompassed lands of significantly different use and

resources. The spatial boundary would be the same for the resources evaluated in detail, unless

otherwise specified, such as visual resources impacts.

Temporal Boundary of Evaluation

A temporal boundary is the timeframe over which the cumulative analysis occurs. The temporal

parameters for this cumulative effects analysis followed the anticipated lifespan of the proposed

Project, beginning as early as 2016 with initial construction activities, and included energy

production extending out at least 30 years, which is the minimum life expectancy of Midway

Solar’s proposed Project.

For the cumulative impact analysis, effects of the Proposed Action, proposed Project and other

past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions were evaluated in context with

inventoried resources within the vicinity. A list of past, present, and reasonably foreseeable

future activities within the defined spatial boundary and within the temporal limits are included in

Table 3.2.

Table 3.2 Past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions considered in the

cumulative effects evaluation.

Name or Owner General Descriptions Type of Activities Temporal Status

Residential
development

Single-family homes and
ranchette development.

Grading, excavations, and
other ground disturbing
activities. Residential wells
and septic systems.

Past, present, and
future.

Off-highway vehicle
(OHV) use

General OHV use. General recreation. Past, present, and
future

El Paso County
Department of
Transportation

County road
maintenance.

General transportation
maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

El Paso County
Landfill

Residential waste landfill
operations.

Grading, excavation, and
other ground disturbing
activities. Burial of residential
waste.

Past, present, and
future.
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Name or Owner General Descriptions Type of Activities Temporal Status

Western Midway
Substation

Routine substation
operation and
maintenance.

General electric utility
operation and maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

Public Service
Company of Colorado
(PSCo) Midway
Substation

Routine substation
operation and
maintenance.

General electric utility
operation and maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

Southwest
Generation Fountain
Valley generation
facility

Routine natural gas
fueled electric generation
operation and
maintenance.

General electric utility
operation and maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

Western transmission
lines

Electric transmission line
operation and
maintenance.

General electric utility
operation and maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

PSCo transmission
lines

Electric transmission line
operation and
maintenance.

General electric utility
operation and maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

Southwest
Generation
transmission lines

Electric transmission line
operation and
maintenance

General electric utility
operation and maintenance

Past, present, and
future

GCC tire storage. Storage of used tires for
future fuel sources.

Excavation of tire storage pits. Past, present, and
future.

Midway Gravel Excavation and
processing of sand and
gravel.

Excavation of gravel and
material processing. Storage
and hauling of material.
Equipment storage, use, and
maintenance.

Past, present, and
future.

Cactus Creek Ranch Horse boarding and guest
ranch.

Boarding and training of
horses with guest facilities.
Horse trail rides.

Past, present, and
future

Corvette Center of
Colorado Springs

Automotive restoration
and sales facility.

General automotive repairs
and maintenance. Automotive
restorations, performance
upgrades, and sales. Storage
of automotive fluids, including
used oil. Retail sales.

Past, present, and
future

3.4 Land Use

3.4.1 Affected Environment

The land uses within the Project Study Area were described as vacant or undeveloped. Land

uses near the Project Study Area included residential developments to the immediate west and

northwest of the Project Study Area, with Fort Carson further west. Immediately south of the

Project Study Area was a landfill operation and undeveloped lands. East of the Project Study

Area were gravel quarrying operations and a horse boarding facility with the I-25 corridor

approximately 0.25 mile from the southeastern corner of the Project Study Area. The interstate

in the area generally stretched from southeast to northwest towards Fountain, Colorado. Lands

to the north and northwest of the Project Study Area were generally undeveloped. Some lands
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in the area had restricted water rights, which minimized the amount of residential development

that was possible.

El Paso County Colorado has several land use and land planning policies, plans, and

regulations for unincorporated lands. El Paso County Master Plan was a collection of nine small

area plans that cover all of the county’s unincorporated lands. The county plan that applied to

the Proposed Action and proposed Project, the South Central Comprehensive Plan (El Paso

County 1988), provided land use policies for these lands in general terms. The Land

Development Code of El Paso County implemented the small area plans as the Master Plan for

unincorporated portions of the county, and was applicable to buildings, structures and uses of

land in those unincorporated area. El Paso County Development Services Department

developed and maintained zoning designation maps for the entire county.

El Paso County Development Services Department zoning designation maps were reviewed for

land zoning information associated with the Project Study Area. The majority of the site was

zoned RR-2.5, a classification defined as rural, single family, and residential dwellings on

parcels of approximately 2.5 acres. Parcels in the vicinity of the proposed Project were also

zoned RR-5, which includes rural, single family, residential dwellings on parcels of

approximately five acres. Generally, lands mapped as RR-2.5 or RR-5 in the Project vicinity

were undeveloped and vacant. One exception was a single parcel on the southeast corner of

the Project, where an outdoor storage yard was previously established. Finally, a small parcel to

the west and south of Western’s Midway Substation was zoned I-3 for heavy industrial or

manufacturing, and supported a Southwest Generation natural gas-fueled electric generation

unit.

Chapter 4 (Special Purpose Overlay and Obsolete Districts, Section 4.3.5) of the El Paso

County Land Development Code identified an overlay district for wind or solar energy

generation that would be needed for the Midway Solar’s proposed Project. As stated in Section

4.3.5 of the El Paso County Land Development Code (El Paso County 2013), the overlay district

was applicable for all zoning but the regulations identify a need for an application to rezone the

Propose Solar Facility Area. Furthermore, Appendix B of the Land Development Code,

Guidelines and Regulations for Areas and Activities of State Interest (also called 1041

Regulations), required County review and permitting for the solar electric generation facility,

solar facility collection substation, and gen-tie line, including initial site selection.

3.4.2 Environmental Impacts

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

In order to accommodate an interconnection with Midway Solar, Western proposes to construct

a new 230-kV bay and associated infrastructure to their Midway Substation. The Midway

Substation was already in operation and constructed prior to El Paso County’s land use

regulations were developed. Western would not need to pursue any new zoning overlay or

permit to expand its operations in the existing Midway Substation, assuming the upgrades take

place within the existing footprint.
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Western would need to install the gen-tie line entry structure for the 230-kV substation bay.

Western proposes to locate this structure outside the existing substation footprint, but within

Western’s existing transmission line ROW. The gen-tie line entry structure would not require

rezoning; however, the structure may require 1041 Regulation review and permitting. El Paso

County 1041 Regulations stipulated that a permit (and presumably County review) is required to

construct or locate any electric transmission line and appurtenant facility used to transmit

electricity at 115-kV or more voltage within unincorporated El Paso County. As Western’s

Proposed Action would be limited to their existing substation and ROW, Western’s actions

would not affect land use in the vicinity of the proposed Project or in El Paso County on a larger

scale and a permit would not be required. Continued operation of the Midway Substation by

Western would have no effect on land use in the Project vicinity or within El Paso County.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The lands in the Project vicinity were zoned RR-2.5, RR-5, or I-3. All three zoning designations

would allow for a solar electric generating facility; however, Midway Solar would be required to

file for rezoning for a solar energy generation plan overlay district with El Paso County. Midway

Solar would also be required to conform to El Paso County 1041 Regulations for the siting,

construction, and operation of the solar facility.

Midway Solar would proceed with permitting and application for rezoning of the Proposed Solar

Facility Area, and the proposed Project would comply with El Paso County’s land use codes,

plans, and regulations. The development of parcels zoned rural residential and industrial lands

would remove these parcels from future residential or industrial uses. The conversion of rural

residentially-zoned lands would have negligible to possibly minor effects on land use in the

vicinity of the Project. Though hundreds of additional acres of RR-5 zoned lands are available in

the area, there are no additional RR-2.5 zoned lands in the vicinity. Operation and maintenance

of the proposed solar facility would not impact the zoned land use in the vicinity of the proposed

Project, nor would it affect land use in El Paso County.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the land use impacts associated with the Proposed Action and proposed Project as

described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The proposed Project and other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects would

result in the removal of lands available for other uses. The overwhelming majority of the lands in

the area were zoned rural residential with a density of one home site every 2.5 acre or 5.0

acres. Heavy industrial and agricultural zoned lands also existed in the vicinity. The Southwest

Generation natural gas-fueled electric generation facility occupied portions of the heavy

industrial zoned lands, as mentioned above. Agricultural zoned lands in the immediate area

were used for the landfill operation to the south, a used tire storage facility to the southeast, and

a horse boarding facility and automotive restoration and sales facility on the east edge of the

Project Study Area. Past and present actions have previously shaped the zoning and land use
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of the area. Future actions will likely remove land from potential other uses, but would not

influence future land use or the zoning of land in the vicinity of the Proposed Action or proposed

Project study area or El Paso County.

3.5 Air Quality and Climate Change

3.5.1 Affected Environment

Air Quality

The Clean Air Act (CAA) requires the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS; see EPA 2012a) for six criteria pollutants:

ground-level ozone, carbon monoxide, nitrogen dioxide, sulfur dioxide, particulate matter (PM10

[Particulate Matter between 2.5 and 10 microns in size] and PM 2.5 [Particulate Matter less than

or equal to 2.5 microns in size), and lead. These standards regulate the amount of contaminants

in the air due to all sources. The EPA designates areas that do not meet the NAAQS as

nonattainment areas, and provides a specified amount of time to achieve compliance (EPA

2012b). The EPA gives special protection to certain areas from air quality degradation through

the use of more stringent requirements. The EPA designates these areas as Class I and

includes some, but not necessarily all, national parks, monuments, wilderness areas, and

certain tribal lands (EPA 2012b).

The EPA designates most areas within the US as Class II, meaning standard pollution control

requirements apply. The Project Study Area was within a designated Class II area. According to

the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, sources of air pollution within a 6.2

mile radius of the proposed Project included: Midway Sand and Gravel (particulate matter),

Colorado Energy Tire Recyclers (particulate matter), Midway Landfill (particulate matter, carbon

monoxide, and volatile organic compounds), and Fountain Valley Power (particulate matter,

carbon monoxide, nitrogen oxides, sulfur dioxide, and volatile organic compounds). Other

sources of air pollution near the Project Study Area included vehicles traveling along I-25 and

the many miles of unpaved roads.

Climate

El Paso County has a generally mild climate, with an average of 17 inches (43 centimeters [cm])

of precipitation per year and low levels of humidity. Most of the precipitation occurs from late-

April to late-September. Summer precipitation on the Colorado plains occurs largely from

thunderstorms and the precipitation is sometimes extremely heavy. Strong winds occur

frequently in winter and spring. The Rocky Mountains to the west intercept much of the

precipitation from Pacific storms during the winter. On average, there are 247 sunny days per

year in El Paso County. The July high is approximately 83 degrees Fahrenheit (°F; degrees

Celsius [°C]) and the January low is 15 °F (-9.4 °C).

Climate Change

The EPA agrees with scientific research that human activity has changed the composition of the

Earth’s atmosphere as greenhouse gases including carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4),

nitrous oxide (N2O), and hydrofluorocarbons have been on the rise. All of these greenhouse
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gases have heat-trapping properties (EPA 2013). Throughout Colorado, no consistent long-term

trends in annual precipitation have been detected as variability of precipitation is high, which

makes detection of trends difficult. Climate model projections do not agree whether annual

mean precipitation would increase or decrease by mid-century (Lukas et al. 2014). Climate

models, however, predict Colorado would warm by 4 °F (-15 °C) by 2050, relative to the 1950-

1999 baseline (Lukas et al. 2014).

3.5.2 Environmental Impacts

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s Proposed Action would generate minimal, localized, short-term emissions from

vehicles and equipment during construction of the interconnection facilities. Over the long-term,

minimal vehicular emissions associated with O&M of Midway Substation or its transmission

lines would be released. Western’s Proposed Action would have minimal temporary effects on

air quality in the Project Study Area and El Paso County.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The proposed Project would generate minimal, localized, short-term emissions from vehicles

and equipment during construction of the solar and gen-tie facilities. Localized short-term dust

pollution from ground-disturbing activities associated with construction is likely, but would not

affect ambient air quality attainment status designated by the EPA. Midway Solar plans to use

water for dust abatement during construction, and construction vehicles and equipment would

have state-required air emissions control devices. Because of the limited time associated with

proposed Project construction and the use of dust suppression practices, impacts associated

with construction on air quality would be minimal and temporary.

Over the long-term, minimal vehicular emissions associated with O&M would be released. The

O&M vehicles and equipment would have state-required air emissions control devices.

Permanent impacts to air quality associated with the O&M of the solar facility would be

negligible to minimal.

Beneficial long-term impacts to air quality and climate change would occur through the

implementation of the proposed Project in that solar development would likely lead to a

reduction in the reliance on the production of electricity from pollution-generating fossil fuels. No

greenhouse gases are associated with the generation of electricity from solar energy. However,

emissions are associated with the manufacturing, transportation of materials, and

decommissioning of solar energy facilities (Union of Concerned Scientists of the United States

of America [UCSUSA] 2013).

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore air quality and climate impacts associated with the Proposed Action and proposed

Project as described above would not occur.
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Cumulative Impacts

In general, the extent of cumulative impacts on air quality depends on emission source

characteristics, pollutant types, emission rates, and meteorological and topographic conditions.

For the proposed Project, the air pollutant emissions would primarily occur during construction.

The potential for Project-related air quality effects, combined with air quality effects from other

nearby sources, would be short-term and minimal.

3.6 Soils and Geology

3.6.1 Affected Environment

The proposed Project was located within the Colorado Piedmont, a sub-province of the Great

Plains Physiographic province (NRCS 2015). The surficial soil deposits mapped within the

boundary of the Project Study Area consisted of eolian deposits, older gravels, and alluviums of

Quaternary age, approximately 2.6 million years old to present (ibid). The dominant soil series

within the Project Study Area was the Wilid silt loam soil unit, which forms as windblown

deposits on plains and between stream valleys. Approximately 71% of the Project Study Area

was covered in this very deep and well-drained soil type (ibid). Wilid soils on site were generally

described as being on slopes of zero to 8% and as had a moderately high-to-high hydraulic

conductivity. Within a two mile radius of the Project Study Area, the Wilid soil series was found

to be the dominant soil type present, covering approximately 22% of the land area (ibid).

The Fort soil series comprised the second largest soil type mapped in the Project Study Area

with around 15% coverage (NRCS 2015). Fort soils were also very deep, well-drained soils with

a moderately high hydraulic conductivity. Fort soils within the Project Study Area were generally

found in flat areas of the 1% to 5% slopes on the east, south, and central portions (ibid).

The third-most common soil series in the Project Study Area was the Kim series (NRCS 2015).

Kim soils were well drained and considered very deep and moderately permeable. Kim soils

were also found in relatively flat (1% to 8% slope) areas in the northeastern and southeastern

portions of the Project Study Area. Kim soil series only composed about 7.5% of the surficial

soils on the Project Study Area, but made up nearly 16% of soils within two miles (ibid).

The final surface soil mapped on-site was the Schamber-Razor complex (NRCS 2015). This soil

complex was found on the steep banks (8% to 50% slope) of erosion features and ephemeral

washes in the Project Study Area (ibid). These well-drained soils covered about 5.5% of the

Project Study Area and approximately 11% of the area coverage within two miles of the

proposed solar facility (ibid).

Soil disturbances near the Project Study Area were the result of road grading, residential,

commercial, and industrial development and activities. Graded roads in the Project Study Area

included Rancho Colorado Boulevard, La Huerta View, Boca Raton Heights, and La Questa

View. There were three existing electrical infrastructure facilities in the proposed Project vicinity,

including Western’s Midway Substation, a PSCo substation east of Western’s Midway

Substation, and a small peaker generation facility owned by Southwest Generation to the south
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of the PSCo substation. On the northeast corner of the Project Study Area a single parcel

contained a horse boarding facility and an automotive maintenance, restoration, and sales

operation located on the west frontage road of I-25. This single parcel was identified by El Paso

County Assessor’s Office as having at least 38 permitted improvements on the property,

including but not limited to: an automotive center, numerous utility buildings, livestock

barns/sheds, horse arenas, residential dwellings, offices, and stables. Between the proposed

Project and I-25 was a small-scale quarry operation just north of Rancho Colorado Boulevard.

The quarry operations appeared to be directly influencing approximately 37 acres of the 152.77-

acres parcel. South of the proposed solar facility was the Midway Landfill and GCC’s used tire

storage facility. GCC appeared to have disturbed approximately 43.5 acres as part of their used

tire storage operation, while Midway Landfill had impacted over 260 acres. Further south

beyond the landfill and to the west and northwest were numerous rural residential lots, both

vacant and occupied, with associated dirt roads.

An area of disturbance and debris had been documented near the intersection of Rancho

Colorado Boulevard and La Huerta View near the southeast corner of the Project Study Area.

This area was identified as a former outside storage facility and included a dirt road, abandoned

vehicles and trailers, soil stockpiles, and debris. Two Phase I Environmental Site Assessments

(Phase I) were performed by Terracon Consulting Engineers and Scientist (Terracon) in support

of Midway Solar’s proposed solar facility, included the area of disturbance. Terracon identified

four potential Recognized Environmental Conditions (RECs) in the area of disturbance and

recommended “additional investigation to evaluate and characterize the identified RECs”

(Terracon 2014). Recognized environmental conditions identified included gold mill tailings,

stained 5-gallon buckets and 55-gallon drums, piles of building debris, and piles of unknown

debris. Midway Solar intends to avoid the area for development of the proposed Project.

3.6.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to existing disturbances within the footprint of

Midway Substation and Western’s transmission line ROW. Because of this, Western’s Proposed

Action would have negligible, if any, effect to native undisturbed soils. Western maintains a

bare-earth standard within, and a 5-ft bare earth apron around, their substations, so impacts to

soils would not occur within Midway Substation. Ground disturbance associated with the

installation of Western’s gen-tie substation entry structure within their existing ROW would likely

minimally affect soil resources by slightly increasing the exposure of less than an acre of soil to

water or wind erosion.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The construction of the proposed Project would require disking and rolling of the entire

Proposed Solar Facility Area, which would result in disrupting the top few inches of the soil

profile. Construction would occur in a phased approach that would reduce the amount of soil

that would be exposed to wind and water erosion at any given time during construction

activities. Midway Solar would incorporate industry standard BMPs to minimize soil erosion

potential during construction activities and promote an on-site vegetative community compatible
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with the proposed solar facility’s operation for the duration of operations at the facility. This may

include the use of dust palliatives, the implementation of an integrated vegetation management

strategy, or other techniques and technologies that are readily available.

Midway Solar’s construction traffic, including passenger vehicles and heavy equipment, may

cross all portions of the Proposed Solar Facility Area during construction, damaging or

destroying plants and compacting surface soils. Soil compaction may occur prior or post disking

and rolling; however, the natural climatic and geologic cycles would return soil conditions to their

natural state over the course of time after construction is complete. Soils within the Proposed

Solar Facility Area that would not be disturbed tend to be at least slightly plastic and sticky,

minimizing the potential for wind erosion; these same soils are also generally well drained,

minimizing the risk of runoff during periods of rain (NRCS 2015). Additionally, areas that would

be graded or disked to achieve acceptable surface or proper elevation for solar array installation

and associated equipment operation would be revegetated with an approved ground cover seed

mix as part of the Midway Solar’s revegetation plan. Since proposed construction would occur in

less than one year, Midway Solar would use industry standard BMPs to stabilize soils to allow

time for revegetation of disturbed areas to occur. Initial soil stabilization practice may include

use of hydro mulch or erosion control mats. The BMPs would be decided once final engineering

and Project layout has been determined. Total area with the potential to be temporarily

disturbed by construction activities, the Proposed Solar Facility Area, is approximately 911

acres. Areas of permanent impacts to soils include O&M access roads, solar array pylons or

posts, gen-tie line structures, and the area of disturbance for the solar facility collection

substation, and account for approximately 52 acres.

Areas identified within Phase I reports on the southeast corner of the Project Study Area and

that have possible RECs would not be disturbed. Current preliminary site layouts and future final

designs would only utilize this portion of the Project Study Area for access via Rancho Colorado

Boulevard.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts to soils associated with the Proposed Action and proposed Project as

described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The area of cumulative analysis for soil resources includes the soil map units associated with

the Project Study Area. Past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future projects within the

region would likely add to cumulative effects to soil resources, though impacts to soil resources

are generally localized and do not result in regional cumulative effects. Soil types and conditions

vary significantly over short distances, effectively limiting the geographic range of impacts on

soil resources. The implementation of the proposed Project along with other past, present, and

reasonably foreseeable future projects would have minimal cumulative impacts to soil

resources.
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3.7 Water Resources

3.7.1 Affected Environment

Water resources were very limited within the Project Study Area. An on-site survey for

waterbodies was conducted to determine if any waterbodies regulated under the Clean Water

Act (WEST 2015) were present. Areas were investigated that would likely, topographically, drain

water but none of these drainages had physical features of flowing water, such as a bed, bank,

or ordinary high water mark. One drainage was dammed to create a stock pond in the north-

central part of the Project Study Area (Figure 3.1). The stock pond contained water at the time

of the survey, as well as an unvegetated, muddy shoreline (Figure 3.2). No other surface water

features occurred in the Project Study Area.

According to the US Geological Survey (USGS) topographic map for the area, the nearest

named drainage, located south of the Project Study Area, was Sand Creek. Sand Creek flows

east to Fountain Creek, which flows to the south along the east side of I-25 to Pueblo, where it

joins the Arkansas River.

According to the Phase I Environmental Site Assessments conducted for the proposed Project,

the estimated depth to first occurrence of groundwater in the Project Study Area was 20 to 40 ft

deep (Terracon 2013, 2014). The Web Soil Survey reported the depth to water table as “more

than 6.5 ft” for the four soil series that occurred in the Project Study Area (USDA NRCS 2015).

The hydrogeological gradient (i.e., the groundwater flow direction) was inferred to be parallel to

the topographic gradient, which is primarily to the east. El Paso County Policy Plan (EPCPP)

identified these shallow first occurrences of ground water as sporadic and not proven to be

dependable sources of water. The EPCPP suggested that reliable aquifers in the Project Study

Area are only available at depths of 2,000−4,500 ft (EPCPP 1997).  

3.7.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Because no surface water resources were located in or near the footprint of Western’s Midway

Substation and transmission line ROW, no surface waters would be impacted. In the event of a

spill or leak during construction or operation of the substation, impacts to groundwater would be

unlikely because the depth to groundwater is at least six ft, and potentially up to 2,000 to 4,500

ft. Western also abides by their Construction Standard 13, Environmental Quality Protection

(Appendix B). This Standard, specifically Standard 13.11, outlines measures that Western

would commit to take to prevent spills of pollutants and respond immediately if a spill occurs.

With no surface water observed within or near the footprint of Western’s Midway Substation or

transmission line ROW and the implementation of BMPs, impacts to water resources would be

negligible.
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Figure 3-2 Location of a dammed waterway in the proposed Midway Solar Interconnection Project.
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Figure 3-3 Stock pond at the proposed Midway Solar Interconnection Project.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The documented stock pond located within the Study Area was excluded from the Proposed

Solar Facility Area due to its slope. Because no other surface water resources were

documented within the Proposed Solar Facility Area, no surface waters would likely be impacted

due to Midway Solar’s proposed Project (Figures 1.3 and 3.3). Midway Solar estimated use of

up to one AF of water during construction. The primary use for this water would be for dust

control; therefore, none of this water would enter or impact waterbodies in or near the Project

Study Area. Areas where the topography would allow water to drain from the Project Study Area

in the event of a large storm (these areas otherwise have no surface water or physical features

of flowing water) have been excluded from development based on their slope (Figure 1.3).

Surface runoff from the Project Study Area would likely enter these drainages in response to a

large storm event, and potentially reach Sand Creek and waterbodies downstream (e.g.,

Fountain Creek and the Arkansas River) or the stock pond. In the event of a large storm,

surface runoff would contain particulate matter from exposed soil during construction or from

dust on the solar panels during operation. In such an event, however, impacts would be

minimized by Midway Solar’s commitment to BMPs and preparation and implementation of an

associated Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP).

In the event of a spill or leak of a substance that could potentially pollute water resources at

Midway Solar’s proposed Project, it is likely to have negligible effects on surface or ground
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water resources. No surface water is present within the Proposed Solar Facility Area and the

first occurrences of ground water is at least six ft, and potentially up to 20 to 40 ft below the

surface. Furthermore, El Paso County has suggested that the depth to consistent aquifers

ranges from 2,000−4,500 ft (EPCPP 1997).  Additionally, Midway Solar would implement a 

SWPPP and BMPs to further minimize potential impacts on water resources.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore any potential impacts to water resources associated with the Proposed Action and

proposed Project as described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The Proposed Action and proposed Project would not demonstrably impact surface or

groundwater, and Project-related impacts would be negligible when added cumulatively to water

resource impacts from other past, present, and reasonably foreseeable future actions.

3.8 Vegetation

3.8.1 Affected Environment

The dominant vegetation type found within the Project Study Area was short-grass prairie as

indicated by the USGS National Land Cover Database (NLCD). The primary cover type found

within the Project Study Area was grassland/herbaceous with a small area of scrub/shrub

(USGS NLCD 2011). The scrub/shrub classification included areas dominated by shrubs less

than 16 ft tall with a shrub canopy cover typically greater than 20% of total vegetation. This

class included true shrubs, young trees in an early successional stage, or trees stunted from

environmental conditions. During a June 10, 2015, site visit, cane cholla (Cylindropuntia

imbricata) was observed to be common throughout most of the grassland in the Project Study

Area, and juniper (Juniperus scopulorum) trees were observed scattered in some of the

drainages in the northwest portion of the Project Study Area (WEST 2015).

The vegetation observed within the Project Study Area has been affected by past and current

land use practices, such as livestock grazing, pipelines, power lines, Western’s Midway

Substation, PSCo’s existing substation, and Southwest Generation’s power generation station.

The roads around and through the Proposed Solar Facility Area also affect the existing

vegetation both directly and indirectly (e.g., vehicles often transport seeds, including weedy

species). Weedy species were observed along some of the roads and in some of the drainages,

notably along La Huerta View along the southern border of the Project Study Area.

3.8.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to disturbances within the footprint of the Midway

Substation and Western’s transmission line ROW. Western maintains a bare earth standard

within, and a 5-ft bare earth apron around, their substations, so no new direct impacts to

vegetation would occur within and around Midway Substation. Indirect impacts, such as the
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introduction of weed seeds on equipment and vehicles associated with the installation of

Western’s gen-tie substation entry structure within their existing ROW, could potentially occur.

However, these potential impacts would be negligible because Western’s Construction Standard

13.6 states that Western maintains a “clean vehicle policy” while entering and leaving

construction areas to prevent transport of noxious weed plants or seeds (Appendix B). Western

transports only construction vehicles that are free of mud and vegetation debris to staging areas

and the Project ROW. Furthermore, if weeds become established, Standard 13.6 also provides

for noxious weed control in compliance with federal, state and local noxious weed control

regulations. If weed control would be needed, an El Paso County Forestry and Noxious Weed

Inspector can provide technical assistance for determining appropriate noxious weed control

methods. Because of Westerns bare earth standard and their Construction Standard 13.6,

impacts from Westerns Proposed Action would be negligible.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The entire Proposed Solar Facility Area would be disked and rolled to accommodate the

installation of solar panels. Midway Solar would incorporate industry standard BMPs to minimize

soil erosion potential and promote an on-site vegetative community compatible with the

proposed solar facility’s operation. This may include the use of hydro mulching, planting cover

vegetation, and the implementation of an integrated vegetation management strategy. The

entire Proposed Solar Facility Area, 911 acres, has the potential to be temporarily disturbed by

construction activities. Areas of permanent impacts to soils include O&M access roads, solar

array pylons or post, gen-tie line structures and the area of disturbance for the solar facility

collection substation, an area of approximately 52 acres. The area of temporary impacts would

be revegetated under Midway Solar’s revegetation plan. The revegetation plan along with other

BMPs would be determined after final solar facility engineering and layout is complete.

If weed control were needed, Midway Solar would seek technical assistance for determining

appropriate noxious weed control methods from an El Paso County Forestry and Noxious Weed

Inspector. Temporary, high-level direct impacts would occur in areas that are graded to achieve

proper slope or elevation for solar array installation. These impacts would be considered

temporary because graded areas would be revegetated with an approved ground cover seed

mix as part of the Midway Solar revegetation plan. Temporary impacts to vegetation would be

minimal.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the vegetation impacts associated with the Proposed Action and proposed Project as

described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The proposed Project would contribute minimally to the effects of past, present, and foreseeable

future projects, resulting in additional ground disturbance and vegetation loss. Ground

disturbance creates opportunity for noxious and invasive weeds, thus weeds in the area would
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likely increase, along with the cost of their control. Impacts from noxious and invasive weeds

would be minimal.

3.9 Wildlife

3.9.1 Affected Environment

Wildlife resources that may occur in the grassland habitat found in the Project Study Area

included pronghorn antelope (Antilocapra americana), mule deer (Odocoileus hemionus),

coyote (Canis latrans), gray fox (Urocyon cinereoargenteus), ground squirrels (e.g., Sciuridae:

Spermophilus and Tamius spp.), snakes, lizards, mice, and black-tailed prairie dog (Cynomys

ludovicianus; El Paso County 1988). Black-tailed prairie dogs were observed during a habitat

assessment conducted in the Project Study Area in June 2015 (WEST 2015). Bird species that

could likely occur included raptors, such as Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni), red-tailed hawk

(Buteo jamaicensis), ferruginous hawk (Buteo regalis), prairie falcon (Falco mexicanus),

American kestrel (Falco sparverius), northern harrier (Circus cyaneus), great horned owl (Bubo

virginianus), and golden eagle (Aquila chrysaetos); game birds such as pheasant (Phasianus

colchicus) and quail (e.g., Callipepla spp.); and numerous species of song birds (El Paso

County 1988).

Habitat within the Project Study Area was relatively undisturbed compared to habitats on

adjacent lands, which appeared disturbed by developments such as the landfill, the gravel pit,

housing, transmission line and pipeline infrastructure, and others. Activities associated with

Project development, such as traffic, also affect the quality of the habitat in the vicinity. The

stock pond in the north part of the Project Study Area was likely to attract wildlife, and the

scattered trees likely provided shelter or perching opportunities. The prairie dog population,

located in the north-central portion of the Project Study Area, likely attracted predators, such as

coyotes and raptors, and their burrows had the potential to provide habitat for burrowing owls

(Athene cunicularia). Potential Project effects to burrowing owl, a state threatened species, is

addressed in the following section.

3.9.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

The impacts of Western’s Proposed Action to wildlife would be negligible. No wildlife habitat

occurs at Western’s Midway substation as vegetation there has been previously cleared.

However, during construction, noise and activity might temporarily displace individual animals

near the Project Study Area. This displacement of wildlife would have a temporary negligible

impact on wildlife with no long-term effects on wildlife.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The impacts of disking and rolling the Proposed Solar Facility Area would temporarily remove

habitat for burrowing and ground-nesting species. During construction, wildlife that occupied or

used the Project Study Area would likely be displaced. Some individuals that are unable to

avoid construction equipment could be harmed or killed, but such impacts would be minimal

since most individuals are likely to avoid construction equipment. Although grass and forb cover
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would recover after construction, the quality of habitat would be diminished due to the presence

of the solar panels. Small ground-dwelling species might continue to use the habitat available

under the panels, but larger predators would likely avoid the Project Study Area. For example,

the panels would prevent raptors from hunting in the Proposed Solar Facility Area. Midway

Solar would maintain a plant community that is devoid of taller plants such as cholla and

junipers. This would eliminate opportunities for perching by birds, and shelter for small

mammals and other species. As a result of diminished habitat quality and quantity, species

abundance may decline. Impacts to wildlife from the proposed Project include loss of grassland

habitat, displacement and disturbance, and potential for direct mortality.

Birds and bats would also likely be impacted directly through potential collisions with the gen-tie

line, solar panels, and other proposed Project structures. The risk of collision is highest during

times of poor visibility and near areas where high numbers of birds either take off or land, such

as roost sites, ponds, or concentrated food sources. The Project Study Area does not have

features that might attract high numbers of birds, except for the stock pond in the northern

portion of the Project Study Area. Because the pond has been excluded from development due

to its slope (Figure 1.3), birds using the pond are unlikely to collide with Project features.

Electrical components can create an electrocution risk to birds. Multiple transmission lines

enter/exit the Midway Substation or PSCo substation, and the gen-tie lines would be routed in

the same area. Siting multiple transmission lines near each other can reduce collision risk by

creating a greater visual cue for birds and bats to avoid. If the clearance between energized and

grounded components on the gen-tie line is greater than the wingspan of birds, the potential for

electrocution is greatly reduced (Avian Power Line Interaction Committee [APLIC] 2006). The

potential impacts on birds and bats related to collision risk would likely be negligible as a result

of existing electrical infrastructure in the vicinity. A more detailed discussion of potential impacts

with solar panels and potential “lake effect hypothesis,” is included in Section 3.10.2 below;

however, impacts with solar panels by birds or bats would be minimal.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts on wildlife associated with the Proposed Action and proposed Project as

described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The proposed Project would contribute incrementally to the effects of past, present, and

foreseeable future projects on area wildlife. Loss of grassland habitat and disturbance from

increased human activity would prompt avoidance of the Proposed Solar Facility Area and

surrounding area by some wildlife. The potential impacts on birds and bats related to collision

risk would likely be negligible as a result of existing electrical infrastructure in the vicinity.

3.10 Special Status Species

Species that are federally listed as threatened or endangered are protected by the Endangered

Species Act of 1973 as amended (ESA, 16 US Code [USC] 1531 et seq.). In accordance with

the ESA, projects with a federal action that have a potential effect on federally-listed species or
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their habitats require a consultation under Section 7 of the ESA with the US Fish and Wildlife

Service (Service or USFWS). Effects to candidate species are not required to undergo a Section

7 consultation unless the species becomes listed during project planning and construction.

Colorado state law (Colorado Revised Statutes [CRS] Annotated [Ann.] §§ 33-2-102-106),

requires that the State maintain a list of species that have been determined to be endangered or

threatened within the State. Colorado State Statute 33 authorizes the Colorado Division of

Parks and Wildlife (CPW) to regulate and protect the State’s listed wildlife species. Additionally,

Colorado Senate Bill 40 (SB40) requires that any state agency obtain a wildlife certificate from

the CPW if an agency plans construction or maintenance activities that may impact the bed or

banks of a stream or its tributaries (CRS §§ 33-5-101-107).

The Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 USC §§ 661-667e) requires consultation between

the agency in charge of the federal action and the CPW as it relates to the conservation of

species of concern resources for federal projects that results in changes to specific features of a

body of water. State-listed species would also be considered should any consultation occur.

3.10.1 Affected Environment

Special status species evaluated in this EA included federal and state listed threatened and

endangered species that had the potential to occur or were known to occur in El Paso County,

and state species of special concern (Table 3.3). The list of species evaluated was based on

correspondence between Midway Solar, the Service and CPW. In their response letter dated

July 29, 2014 (Appendix C), the Service suggested an on-site habitat assessment for federally

listed species be completed; this assessment was conducted in June 2015 by WEST for

Midway Solar (WEST 2015). The assessment consisted of a survey of the Project Study Area to

determine the habitat types present, and if habitats present in the Project Study Area might

support listed threatened, endangered, and species of special concern (Table 3.4). The survey

was conducted by walking transects and driving roads in and around the Project Study Area and

making observations. The substation properties in the middle of the Project Study Area were

included in the visual evaluation.

Table 3.3 Federal and state threatened, endangered, and species of special concern

listed for El Paso County, Colorado.

Common Name Scientific Name State Status
1

Federal Status
2

Mexican spotted owl Strix occidentalis lucida Endangered Threatened

Arkansas darter Etheostoma cragini Threatened
Candidate

Threatened
greenback cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki stomias Threatened Threatened
Ute ladies’-tresses Spiranthes diluvialis None Threatened
Pawnee montane skipper Hesperia leonardus montana None Threatened
black-footed ferret Mustela nigripes Endangered EXP*

North American wolverine Gulo gulo luscus Endangered
Proposed

Threatened
Preble’s meadow jumping

mouse
Zapus hudsonius preblei Threatened Threatened

least tern Sterna antillarum Endangered Endangered
piping plover Charadrius melodus Threatened Threatened
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Common Name Scientific Name State Status
1

Federal Status
2

whooping crane Grus americana Endangered Endangered
pallid sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus None Endangered

Plains sharp-tailed grouse
Tympanuchus phasianellus

jamesii
Endangered None

burrowing owl Athene cunicularia Threatened None

lesser prairie-chicken Tympanuchus pallidicinctus Threatened
Proposed

Threatened
river otter Lontra canadensis Threatened None

prairie dog Cynomys spp.
Species of Special

Concern

None (black-
tailed prairie
dog)

swift fox Vulpes velox
Species of Special

Concern
None

mountain plover Charadrius montanus
Species of Special

Concern
None

Townsend’s big-eared bat Corynorhinus townsendii
Species of Special

Concern
None

northern leopard frog Lithobates pipiens
Species of Special

Concern
None

* Experimental
1 Colorado Natural Heritage Program (2014)
2 USFWS Endangered Species Mountain Prairie Region (USFWS 2015)
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Table 3.4 Impacts to sensitive species from Western’s Proposed Action and Midway Solar’s Proposed Project.

Common Name State Status Federal Status
Impacts from Western’s
Proposed Action

Impacts from Midway Solar’s
Proposed Project

Mexican spotted owl Endangered Threatened No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

Arkansas darter Threatened Candidate
Threatened

No impact – potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

greenback cutthroat trout Threatened Threatened No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

Ute ladies’-tresses None Threatened No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

Pawnee montane skipper None Threatened No impact: the Project is outside of
the range of the species and habitat
is not present.

No impact: the Project is outside of
the range of the species and habitat
is not present.

black-footed ferret Endangered Experimental No impact: El Paso County has
been block-cleared by the Service

1
.

No impact: El Paso County has been
block-cleared by the Service

1
.

North American wolverine Endangered Proposed
Threatened

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

Preble’s meadow jumping
mouse

Threatened Threatened No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

least tern Endangered Endangered Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the
potential for individuals to fly over
the Project study area during
migration. There is a minor collision
risk with the substation equipment.

Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the potential
for individuals to fly over the Project
study area during migration. There is
a minor collision risk with the gen-tie
line and solar panels.

piping plover Threatened Threatened Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the
potential for individuals to fly over
the Project study area during
migration. There is a minor collision
risk the with substation equipment.

Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the potential
for individuals to fly over the Project
study area during migration. There is
a minor collision risk with the gen-tie
line and solar panels.

whooping crane Endangered Endangered Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the
potential for individuals to fly over
the Project study area during
migration. There is potential for
collision with substation equipment.

Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present, but there is the potential
for individuals to fly over the Project
study area during migration. There is
a minor collision risk with the gen-tie
line and solar panels.
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Common Name State Status Federal Status
Impacts from Western’s
Proposed Action

Impacts from Midway Solar’s
Proposed Project

pallid sturgeon None Endangered No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

Plains sharp-tailed grouse Endangered None Unlikely to impact: preferred habitat
features are not present in the
Project study area, but individuals
have the potential to occur. Potential
for collision with substation
equipment or vehicles is possible.

Unlikely to impact: preferred habitat
features are not present in the
Project study area, but individuals
have the potential to occur. Potential
for collision with Project facilities or
vehicles is possible.

burrowing owl Threatened None Unlikely to impact: nesting habitat is
not present at Western’s substation.
There is a minor risk of collision with
substation equipment or vehicles if
individuals occur in the area.

Potential for impact if nesting at the
on-site prairie dog town during
construction. Compliance with CPW
survey protocols and actions would
minimize potential for direct impact
to nesting owls. There is a minor risk
of collision with Project facilities or
vehicles if individuals occur in the
area. Potential nesting habitat would
be lost with removal of prairie dogs
and their burrows.

lesser prairie-chicken Threatened Proposed
Threatened

Unlikely to impact: preferred habitat
features are not present in the
Project study area, but individuals
have the potential to occur. There is
potential for collision with the
substation equipment or vehicles.

Unlikely to impact: preferred habitat
features are not present in the
Project study area, but individuals
have the potential to occur. Potential
for collision with Project facilities or
vehicles is possible.

river otter Threatened None No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area.

No impact: potential habitat is not
present in the Project study area

prairie dog Species of Special
Concern

None (black-
tailed prairie
dog)

Unlikely to impact: black-tailed
prairie dogs occur near Western’s
substation where Project -related
activities would occur, but these
activities are unlikely to impact
black-tailed prairie dogs.

Likely to impact: black-tailed prairie
dogs occur in the Project study area
and would be impacted by Project
construction. CPW recommends
they be either moved alive to another
location or humanely killed before
earth-moving occurs.
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Common Name State Status Federal Status
Impacts from Western’s
Proposed Action

Impacts from Midway Solar’s
Proposed Project

swift fox Species of Special
Concern

None Unlikely to impact: Project-related
activities that would occur at
Western’s existing substation are
unlikely to impact swift fox because
the substation is fenced and swift
fox is very unlikely to occur there.

Likely to impact habitat: the Project
study area includes habitat suitable
for swift fox, including denning
habitat in the prairie dog burrows.
Removal of prairie dogs and their
burrows would eliminate denning
habitat and Project construction
would eliminate up to 911 acre of
suitable habitat. Individuals would
likely be displaced if they occur in
the Project study area.

mountain plover Species of Special
Concern

None Unlikely to impact: Project-related
activities that would occur at
Western’s existing substation are
unlikely to impact mountain plover
because the substation is not
suitable habitat. There is a minor
risk of collision with substation
equipment or vehicles if individuals
occur in the area.

Likely to impact habitat: the Project
study area has the potential to be
used by mountain plover, although
the habitat is not high-quality due to
vegetative cover and structure. Up to
911 acre of low-quality habitat would
be eliminated. Individuals would
likely be displaced if they occur in
the Project study area, and there is
the potential for collision with the
gen-tie line and solar panels.

Townsend’s big-eared bat Species of Special
Concern

None Unlikely to impact: roosting habitat
is not present in the Project study
area. Bats are unlikely to occur at or
near Western’s substation where
upgrades associated with the
Project would occur because no
habitat features exist that are likely
to attract them (such as water).
There is a minor risk of collision with
substation equipment if individuals
occur in the area.

Unlikely to impact: roosting habitat is
not present in the Project study area.
The species is known to occur within
a 5 mile radius of the Project and
individuals could potentially use the
Project study area for foraging or
water (stock pond). The stock pond
would not be affected by the Project
and would continue to provide
foraging opportunities and a water
source. Impact to bats is unlikely.

northern leopard frog Species of Special
Concern

None No impact: the Project is outside of
the range of the species and
potential habitat is not present.

No impact: the Project is outside of
the range of the species and
potential habitat is not present.
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3.10.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

The impacts of Western’s Proposed Action to species of concern would be negligible. No

suitable habitat for the species identified above occurs at Western’s Midway Substation. The

addition of a new 230-kV bay at Midway Substation would not likely affect any threatened,

endangered, or special status species.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The concern over injuries and deaths of water birds at solar facilities is centered on the theory

that these species may potentially mistake the extensive solar arrays for water features on

which the birds can land; this theory has been coined the “lake effect hypothesis.” Such

collisions, which also occur at features like parking lots and train yards, both of which resemble

water bodies at night; often do not result in direct mortality because the angle of the collision is

relatively shallow. However, birds may not be able to take off after collisions because they are

adapted to take off from water, not dry land, or because they may suffer injuries from the

collision. A study of a southern California solar PV facility (Kagan et al. 2014) suggested a link

between panel-related impact trauma and predation of birds that make their primary habitat on

water. However, Kagan et al. (2014) and other studies (Argonne National Laboratories

[Argonne] 2015, WEST 2014) have inferred that the presence of open water ponds in the

vicinity of the PV facility may have influenced the results, identifying a smaller percentage of

water bird mortality at other solar facilities without open water available to waterfowl and

shorebirds. Argonne (2015) further suggested waterfowl that are more dependent on water for

their landing surface, such as grebes, coots, and loons, are more likely to be susceptible to

collisions with solar panels. Recent studies have concluded that no empirical evidence exists

that PV facilities lead to distinct changes in water bird or waterfowl risk or mortality and that

additional structured studies of utility scale PV facilities are necessary before a statistically

significant conclusions about avian risk and mortality can be drawn (Argonne 2015, WEST

2014).

The normal habits and behaviors of these birds would likely reduce the tendency for piping

plovers (Charadrius melodus), least terns (Sterna antillarum), and whooping cranes (Grus

americana) to experience impacts with Project PV panels. The flight behaviors of shorebirds

such as killdeer (Charadrius vociferus), sandpipers, and plovers, are such that these birds

typically use solid ground for their landing and take-off surface, minimizing the risk of traumatic

impacts with the PV solar panels due to the lake effect. When plovers do land in water, it is in

the shallows, as the bird makes a low and slow approach before making contact with the muddy

or sandy bottom of the water body where they are landing. Similarly, gulls and terns generally

land and take off from solid ground or the shallows of water bodies. The least tern does have a

feeding habit similar to gulls in that the tern will plunge into water to capture small fish; however,

least terns identify their prey first and do not blindly dive into the water. The behavior of locating

their prey prior to dipping into the water will reduce the potential of least terns colliding with

Project panels in attempts to capture prey. Whopping cranes are not dependent on water for

landing and take-off. Like other crane species, whopping cranes can often be found feeding in
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grain fields and are well adapted to land, loaf, and depart from solid ground. Even when cranes

do land on water, their long legs require the crane approach slowly and touchdown in the

shallows, with the crane’s feet touching the solid substrate below the water’s surface as the bird

remains standing. The general behavior of terns, plovers, and cranes to land on solid ground or

shallow water requires these birds to approach slowly and identify the substrate they will touch

upon, which would greatly reduce the potential for these species to impact PV panels. The least

tern’s general conduct of identifying fish before diving into water to feed will further limit the

likelihood of the least turn blindly crashing into the proposed solar arrays. According to CPW,

whooping cranes have not been documented in Colorado since 2005. While this is not to say

the species is not present in the state, it does support the assumption that if low numbers of

whooping cranes are present, low enough not be documented in a decade, then there is likely a

very low probability for impacts on whooping cranes as a result of Midway Solar’s proposed

Project. Finally, as noted in Table 3.4 above, WEST did not observed suitable nesting habitat for

least terns, piping plovers, and whopping cranes during visits to the Project Study Area. In

general, a low number of waterfowl/shorebird species would use the area near the proposed

Project during any part of the year, whether for breeding or during migration. Therefore, even if

there was a potential for lake effect hypothesis impacts to occur at the Midway Solar PV solar

facility, the proposed Project would pose a low risk to least terns, piping plovers, and whopping

cranes, as well as other birds.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts on species status species, including least terns, piping plovers, and

whooping cranes, would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

The Proposed Action and proposed Project would contribute incrementally to the effects of past,

present, and foreseeable future projects on habitat loss, including some habitat used by listed

threatened, endangered, or special status species. The listed species mostly likely to be

affected cumulatively include black-tailed prairie dog, burrowing owl, swift fox (Vulpes velox),

and mountain plover (Charadrius montanus); habitat for these species is present in the Project

Study Area. The proposed Project would result in loss of this habitat, and if other past, present,

and foreseeable future projects also result in habitat loss for these species, the effect would be

a cumulative loss in the general region. All of these species have large ranges, so the

cumulative loss of habitat in and near the Project Study Area would not likely affect the status of

these species.

3.11 Cultural Resources

This section describes the area of potential effects (APE), as defined in 36 CFR 800.16, for

cultural resources and examines the potential effects including damage, loss, degradation, or

other disturbance to cultural resources under the Proposed Action, proposed Project and No

Action Alternative. The term “cultural resources,” refers to broad category of resources that may

include prehistoric or historic artifacts, sites, structures (whole or partial), and landscape

features such as dams, berms, terraces, or canals. It can also refer to items or places
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associated with advancements in technology, science, art, historical figures, or activities.

Cultural resources can also reference places or items of significant traditional or religious

meaning of a culture or community.

The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended (NHPA; 16 USC 470 et seq.),

declares that historic preservation is a national policy and authorizes the Secretary of the

Interior to expand and maintain a National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) that includes

properties of national, state and local historical significance. It also established the Advisory

Council on Historic Preservation (ACHP) and State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPOs).

Section 106 of the NHPA requires that federal agencies consider the effects of their actions on

historic properties, properties that are listed in or eligible for listing in the NRHP; that they

consult with the SHPO; and that they afford the ACHP with the opportunity to comment on

proposed Project. In addition to the NHPA, a number of other federal regulations afford

protection to cultural resources. These regulations include, but are not limited to the American

Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, the Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979,

the Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (NAGPRA) of 1990, and Executive

Order 13007 of 1996.

For inclusion on the NRHP, a property must meet the criteria set forth within 36 CFR 60.4.

• Criteria A: associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad

patterns of history; or

• Criteria B: associated with the lives of persons significant in our past; or

• Criteria C: embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of

construction, or that represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values,

or that represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack

individual distinction; or

• Criteria D: that yields, or likely to yield, information in prehistory or history.

In addition, a property must maintain its significance through the retention of specific aspects of

integrity, such as location, design, materials, setting, workmanship, feeling, and association. In

general, properties less than 50 years of age, unless of exceptional importance, are not eligible

for listing in the NRHP.

The Colorado Office of Archeology and Historical Preservation (OAHP) and the Colorado

Council of Professional Archeologists have produced a series of guidance documents for

historic and prehistoric context. The documents suggest pertinent research themes and

deficiencies in existing historic and prehistoric databases. Sites possessing traits that may yield

information about the identified research themes and that have suitable physical integrity are

highly likely to be considered eligible for the NRHP.
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3.11.1 Affected Environment

Centennial Archeology (CA) performed an intensive Class III Cultural Resources Inventory of

the Midway Solar Project Study Area (CA 2015). The area of the Class III Cultural Resources

Inventory investigation was limited to the Midway Solar portion of the Project Study Area as

shown in Figure 1.2, excluding existing electrical infrastructure present. The survey resulted in

the identification of six sites and 32 isolated finds; all six sites were newly recorded by CA. The

isolated finds were considered prehistoric in nature and consisted of either single occurrences

or small quantities of debitage. Debitage is defined as the material produced as the result of

manufacturing chipped stone tools and lithics reduction. Two sites, 5EP7625 and 5EP7632,

were determined by CA to be potentially eligible for listing on the NRHP. However, these two

sites needed more data and CA recommended that these sites be avoided by Project activities.

The remaining four sites and isolated finds were deemed ineligible by CA for NRHP listing, and

CA recommended no further investigation of these items.

At the request of Western, an additional two mile radial buffer was assessed around the Project

Study Area as part of the Class I file review and analysis. This additional analysis was to assess

the potential visual impacts to NRHP-listed or potentially eligible cultural resources within two

miles of the Proposed Action of Western and the proposed Project. This analysis evaluated

potential impacts to standing structures or landmarks near the Project Study Area. Results of

the additional analysis are discussed below under Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project.

3.11.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to the approval of the interconnection, a new 230-

kV substation bay within existing footprint of the Midway Substation, and the gen-tie entry

structure located outside the substation but within the Western’s existing ROW. Western may

also need to modify existing transmission lines entering and exiting the Midway Substation to

accommodate the gen-tie line. If this is deemed necessary after final Project design and

engineering, Western would design and construct any modifications to be within their existing

ROW, similarly to the gen-tie entry structure.

Access to Western’s Midway Substation was not granted to CA for safety reasons and CA was

therefore unable to assess the footprint of the substation for the cultural resources investigation.

Western purchased the land for Midway Substation in 1965, and the substation was constructed

between 1965 and 1966. This pre-dates NEPA (signed into law in January 1970), but the

construction of the substation may not have pre-dated the NHPA (signed into law in October

1966), therefore it is possible that a cultural resources review and clearance was obtained prior

to construction. Furthermore, during the construction of a substation, substantial ground

disturbing activities are necessary. Installation of structural foundations for control buildings, bus

work, and transformers, cable trays, underground conduits, grounding mesh or grid, and other

electrical infrastructure all required some level of ground disturbance. According to CA’s Class I

records search (C. Kinneer, CA, pers. comm., September 9, 2015), the most recent cultural

resources survey that included Western’s Midway Substation was a 2011 investigation
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performed by Tetra Tech, Inc. (Tetra Tech). Tetra Tech’s survey report, Midway to Geesen

OPGW Installation Project Class III Cultural Resources Inventory, suggests only minimal

debitage was found near Western’s Midway Substation. Furthermore, Tetra Tech classified

these debitages as isolated finds requiring no further action for Tetra Tech’s clients. CA

investigated the areas immediately surrounding the Midway Substation, including Western’s

existing transmission line ROW, as part of the Class III inventory which revealed no NRHP-

listed or eligible cultural resources within these areas.

Therefore, Western’s Proposed Action would not result in impacts to cultural resources.

Additionally, Western’s Proposed Action would result in no visual impacts to cultural sites within

the two-mile buffer around the substation as assessed in the Class I file review.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The Cultural Resource Inventory completed for the Project Study Area documented 6 sites and

32 isolated finds (CA 2015); sites, 5EP7625 and 5EP7632, were determined to be potentially

eligible. CA concluded that the proposed Project’s current design, these two sites would not be

impacted, so additional testing was not recommended. However, if the Project design changes

and either of the sites would be unavoidably disturbed, CA suggested additional testing of these

sites be performed to more thoroughly assess potential subsurface archeological deposits for

NRHP eligibility.

In general, CA recommended cultural resources clearance for all actions outside the Midway

Substation, assuming cultural sites 5EP7625 and 5EP7632 are avoided (C. Kinneer, pers.

comm.). However, in the event that previously undocumented cultural resources are

encountered during construction, all work would cease in the immediate area, and the items

discovered would be protected until a qualified archaeologist can assess their cultural or

historical significance.

In letter dated September 11, 2015, (Appendix D), the State Historic Preservation Officer

(SHPO) concurred with CA findings and conclusions that sites 5EP7625 and 5EP7632 are

potentially eligible for listing; however, the SHPO requested further information as to how these

resources would be preserved in place as simple avoidance of a site is not the same as

preservation. Midway Solar proposed the following measures that the SHPO accepted in a letter

dated December 1, 2015 (Appendix D):

• A permanent fence would be erected around the boundaries of the solar array facility.

Sites 5EP7625 and 5EP7632 would be excluded from the disturbance area with this

fenceline.

• No construction or ground disturbing activities would occur within 100 feet of the site

boundaries.

• Western would provide a map that graphically shows the locations of the proposed

permanent fence and sites 5EP7625 and 5EP7632.

• Archaeological monitoring would occur during construction of the facility boundary fence

to assure that the sites are not impacted.
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• Post construction, the project proponent would instruct their operations and maintenance

staff to avoid the buffered site areas.

With these assurances, the proposed Project would have no impact to known protected cultural

resources.

In addition to the Class III inventory for the Project, CA analyzed the potential visual impacts to

NRHP-listed or potentially eligible cultural resources within two miles of the proposed solar

facility (CA 2015). Six resources, including five linear resources (5EP1003.8, 5EP2181.10,

5EP3936.2, 5EP3937.2, and 5EP6911.1) and one prehistoric site (5EP4726) were identified in

the visual impact area. However, no standing structures or landmarks were identified in this

analysis, so no impacts to these features would occur.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts on cultural resources associated with the Proposed Action and proposed

Project would not occur. Midway Solar’s agreement to protect two cultural resources sites

would also not occur allowing for the possibility of future actions at the Project Study Area to

impact these sites.

Cumulative Impacts

The Proposed Action and proposed Project, as described above, would not contribute to the

cumulative impacts of cultural resources in the region. Midway Solar would avoid identified

cultural features and would work with Western and Colorado SHPO to properly preserve two

sites located within the Project Study Area.

3.12 Visual Resources

This section addresses the affected environment associated with visual resources, including

visual resource management objectives, observation points, and visibility related to the

construction, operation, and maintenance of the Proposed Actions and proposed Project. The

visual resource analysis addresses the potential visual effects of the Proposed Action and

proposed Project on landscape scenic quality and observation points, with respect to distance

zones; foreground/middleground (zero to three miles) and background (three to five miles).

The El Paso County South Central Comprehensive Plan was reviewed for general land use

regulation and limitation, including visual resources. The South Central Comprehensive Plan

identified visual quality as an overall goal for development in this portion of El Paso County (El

Paso County 1988). Specifically, the plan called attention to transmission lines and

recommends that major visual intrusions should be consolidated as much as possible (El Paso

County 1988). The plan further stated that new facilities should be sited to minimize visual

effects to existing residential developments or to mountain views (El Paso County 1988).
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3.12.1 Affected Environment

Project Setting

The Project Study Area was within the Piedmont Plains and Tablelands level IV ecoregion of the

Southwestern Tableland level III ecoregion of Colorado (Chapman et. al. 2006). The Piedmont

Plains and Tablelands ecoregion is a vast area of irregular and dissected plains of shortgrass

prairie consisting of buffalo grass (Bouteloua dactyloides), blue grama (Bouteloua gracilis),

western wheatgrass (Pascopyrum smithii), sand dropseed (Sporobolus cryptandrus), sideoats

grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and yuccas (Yucca spp.) (Chapman et. al. 2006). Timber

Mountain is located 9.8 miles west of the proposed Project with Booth Mountain and Blue

Mountain 10.5 miles southwest and 14.5 miles northwest of the Project, respectively.

Anthropomorphic influences on the natural landscape include electrical infrastructure, roads,

residential developments, I-25, and various agricultural, commercial and industrial

developments. These modifications contribute to the aesthetics and visual setting of the Project

Study Area.

Sensitive Viewer

Residential Views

There were approximately 25 residential viewers dispersed within a mile of the existing

Western’s Midway Substation; all residents were located to the west and north of the substation.

Residential viewers were considered potentially sensitive due to long-viewing durations. Typical

residences would have relatively level, but screened, views of the new 230-kV bay within the

Midway Substation (see Section 2.1.1) due to low vegetation and flat topography observed with

the area; however, the existing substation and electrical utility infrastructure would lie between

residences and the proposed new 230-kV substation bay. These views of the Proposed Action

were considered in the foreground-to-middleground for local residences.

There were approximately 110 residential viewers dispersed within one mile of the Proposed

Solar Facility Area with most residents located to the west and north. Residences within one

mile of the Proposed Solar Facility Area would have level-to-downgradient or -upgradient, and

an unobstructed-to-screened view of the proposed solar facility due to variable vegetation,

topography, and existing infrastructure within the one-mile radius of the Proposed Solar Facility

Area. Residential views of the proposed Project were considered in the foreground-to-

middleground for local residences.

Travel Route Views

Travelers heading north and south along I-25, at a moderate-to-high rate of speed (I-25 has a

75-mile per hour (mph) speed limit), would have little-to-minimal concern with changes in the

landscape as they travel this corridor. Travelers on I-25 would have an obstructed view, if any

view at all, of Western’s Midway Substation or the Proposed Solar Facility Area as a ridgeline

generally ran adjacent to the highway at an elevation 40 to 70 ft higher than I-25’s pavement

grade. There were a few breaks in the ridgeline, such as at Cactus Creek Horse boarding

facility, where views of the Proposed Solar Facility Area for travelers may be observed in the
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foreground-to-middleground; however, at speeds in excess of 70 mph, these views would be

very short in duration.

There were several local roads in the vicinity of the Project Study Area (Figure 2.1) including

Rancho Colorado Boulevard, Boca Raton Heights, La Huerta View, and La Questa View.

Travelers on these roads would have a minimal-to-moderate concern with changes in the

landscape, due to travelers’ potential exposure to views while traveling at the posted speed limit

of 30 mph (El Paso County 1996). Travelers’ views of the Proposed Action and proposed

Project would vary greatly depending on the individual’s driving route and construction or

operational phase at the time. Views may be in the foreground to the middleground,

unobscured-to-fully screened, and at-grade to above or below grade. The size of the proposed

solar facility coupled with over 8.5 miles of local roads in the immediate vicinity, would likely

result in visual impacts being variable for local drivers.

The proposed Project would alter the visual character of the landscape by introducing solar

panels and associated electrical utility infrastructure to the area. The effects of these changes

on the visual environment are described below. The primary viewpoints of the proposed Project

would be from residences and vehicle traffic in the vicinity of the Project Study Area.

3.12.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s proposed construction would occur within the existing substation or transmission line

corridors, which would be in general conformance with the South Central Comprehensive Plan’s

recommendation to consolidate utility infrastructure (see El Paso County 1988). Construction

activities would also be temporary, lasting only a few months.

During construction, equipment, generally larger than the average passenger vehicle, would be

used at the substation for the installation of proposed equipment. This construction equipment

may draw the attention of local residents and vehicle traffic in the immediate vicinity. The closest

resident was located approximately 0.5 mile northwest of the substation and topographically

slightly upgradient. The new substation bay would likely be installed on the south side of the

existing Midway Substation. Furthermore, Western’s construction would take place during

normal business hours, while residents would be at their places of work. With the residents’

locations, timing of constructions, and existing substation infrastructure acting as a man-made

screen, Western’s construction activities at the existing Midway Substation would be minimally

observed by local residents.

Vehicular traffic near the Project Study Area would be able to view Western’s construction

activities. The closest road to the proposed Western construction was Rancho Colorado

Boulevard, roughly 0.10 mile south of the substation. La Questa View was approximately 0.26

mile northwest of the substation and Boca Raton Heights was about 0.37 mile west. Vehicles on

Rancho Colorado Boulevard would presumably have the best view of construction as they travel

on the south side of the substation where the new substation bay would be constructed.

Construction at the substation, however, would likely appear to the casual driver and
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passengers as normal routine electrical system maintenance. Vehicles traveling on either Boca

Raton Heights or La Questa View would be over 1,000 ft from the proposed construction and

existing substation infrastructure would shield the views. Vehicular observations of the proposed

construction at Midway Substation would be minimal. In general, the temporary visual impacts

associated with Western’s proposed construction activities from either residents or vehicles

would be minimal.

O&M practices at Midway Substation would not change measurably because of the proposed

additional 230-kV bay. Western’s proposed new substation bay, associated substation

infrastructure and gen-tie entry structure would be located in or immediately adjacent to the

existing substation. The proposed new 230-kV substation bay would not be noticeably different

in appearance to the general public in comparison to existing substation infrastructure,

regardless of their view. Western’s Proposed Action would result in weak contrast for residential

and traveler viewers of the proposed solar facility. The proposed gen-tie entry structure and new

substation bay introduced into the landscape would be similar in size, shape, and color to

existing structures and would be seen in the context of the existing transmission lines and

substation facilities, thus lowering visual impacts. Western’s Proposed Action would have a

negligible-to-minimal impact to visual resources of the area.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

During construction, equipment, generally larger than the average passenger vehicle, would be

used to grade portions of the Proposed Solar Facility Area and remove excessive vegetation. In

addition, the installation of solar panels and gen-tie line support structures would require

specialized equipment to secure these support structures in the ground. Finally, excavation for

foundations of solar facility collection substation equipment would require the use of excavation-

specific machinery. This construction equipment would likely draw the attention of local

residents and vehicle traffic in the immediate vicinity. The closest resident would be less than

300 ft away from the west edge of the Proposed Solar Facility Area with four other residents

within 500 ft. Vehicle traffic in the vicinity of the Proposed Solar Facility Area would likely to be

able to view the construction activities as Midway Solar intended to extend the proposed solar

facility up to road ROWs in the area. Construction would take place during normal business

hours, while most residents would also be at their places of work and residential traffic in the

area would be light; however, after construction activities end for a day or week, construction

equipment would be parked and visible after hours and over weekends. Considering the size of

the proposed disturbance and the close proximity of some residents and local roads in the area,

a limited number of people may be affected by the change in the view resulting from

construction activities. These potential impacts would occur only during construction activities

and would be temporary.

Localized impacts on the visual character of the area around the proposed Project would occur

from the development of the PV panel fields, substation, and perimeter fencing. The solar field

would consist of 8-ft long glass PV panels mounted on steel structures and would be enclosed

by 6-ft high chain link fencing with security barbed wire stretched across the top of the fencing.

The 3-acre solar facility collection substation would include a number of components, including
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a control building and approximately 40-ft high steel support structures. From the solar facility

collection substation, a 230-kv gen-tie line would interconnect the Midway Solar facility to

Western’s Midway Substation. For assessing visual impacts, each element of the solar facility is

analyzed individually below.

Midway Solar’s solar facility collection substation would likely be east of the existing Western

Midway Substation and PSCo substation. The solar facility collection substation would be three

acres in area while the two existing substation encompass nearly 21 acre. In addition, the

Southwest Generation natural gas fueled electric generation facility, located to the south of the

existing substations, occupies over 11 acres. The solar facility collection substation would be

most obvious to travelers on La Questa View, while viewers west of the Project Study Area may

not even recognize the new infrastructure through the screening of the existing substations. The

solar facility collection substation would be consistent in appearance with infrastructure in the

immediate area with no discernable contrast with the surroundings. Negligible-to-minor impacts

to the visual resources would result from the solar facility collection substation for both

residential and traveler viewers of the proposed Project.

The gen-tie line, as described previously, would be a slightly less than one mile long

transmission line connecting the proposed solar facility to Western’s Midway Substation. The

gen-tie line would be located within existing transmission line corridors and in close proximity to

existing transmission lines. This co-locating of the gen-tie line with transmission lines complies

with the South Central Comprehensive Plan’s recommendation to consolidate utility

infrastructure (El Paso County 1988). The inclusion of a new overhead power line near existing

transmission lines would have a negligible impact on the visual resources of the Project Study

Area.

While these developments, the gen-tie line and solar facility collection substation, represent a

substantial visual change over existing undeveloped conditions, these changes would likely be

viewed as negligible to minimal compared to the altered state of the existing substations,

transmission line corridors, and natural gas fueled electric generation facilities in the area. The

overwhelming majority of the proposed Project, however, includes the development of 911

acres of solar field. The solar field would consist of 8-ft high glass PV panels mounted on steel

structures and would be enclosed by 6-ft high chain link fencing. The proposed solar field would

span over two miles east to west and nearly 1.5 miles north to south. The solar field would not

be a homogenous rectangle of panels, but would include a large surface area that would be

visible for a considerable distance. The solar field would be located in the vicinity of existing

electric utility infrastructure, but the size of the solar field would far exceed the current visual

limits of the existing infrastructure. Furthermore, solar panels can have a highly reflective

surface depending on the technology used for the system. Based on the size of the proposed

solar facility, proximity of residents and passenger traffic, and the potential for solar panels to be

highly reflective, Midway Solar’s proposed solar field would have a minor-to-moderate impact on

the views and visual resources.
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Glare

Glare can be defined as a semi-continuous and sustained presence of light that may appear to

sparkle from viewing locations. The effects of glare can vary from insignificant, momentary

blinding, to temporary seeing spots or after images, or if intense enough or of a long enough

duration, glare can cause permanent vision damage. The potential glare hazard of the proposed

PV arrays to vehicular traffic in the vicinity was analyzed using Sandia National Laboratories’

(Sandia) Solar Glare Hazard Analysis Tool (SGHAT; Sandia 2015; WEST 2015). The proposed

solar facility would likely use a single axis tracking system to align the solar arrays. The Project

is located in the Mountain Time zone or minus seven hours from Coordinated Universal Time

(UTC). The general locations of the proposed solar arrays were diagramed for the SGHAT.

However, due to several unknowns concerning specific project engineering and technology,

WEST made several assumptions for the analysis. Based on common solar array design, the

panels would likely be on a 35° tilt and the tracking system would point the panels due south at

solar noon. Other assumptions included maximum panel height, shape and texture of the

panels, and observational height. Panel height was determined to be a maximum of 13 feet.

Furthermore, an example of a solar field constructed by Midway Solar in Georgia showed the

use of smooth glass panels without an arc (Figure 3.3), so this design feature too was used for

the proposed application. Finally, Sandia’s analysis requested observational locations and

heights to determine potential glare hazards. As the elevation and location of residents in their

homes would be highly variable, depending on individual’s height, finished floor elevations,

furniture size, possible window locations, etc., WEST chose to the use the SGHAT for only

vehicular traffic. WEST reviewed the roof heights of four commonly sold sedans in 2015: Honda

Accord, Toyota Camry, Ford Taurus, and Chevrolet Impala. WEST averaged the roof heights of

these four vehicles and subtracted 10 inches below the exterior average roofline to be the

observational height of four feet above road elevation. WEST then needed to choose several

observation locations for the analysis. Assessing only vehicular traffic, two I-25 locations were

selected (one southbound and one northbound), the intersection of Rancho Colorado Boulevard

and La Huerta View, the intersection of Rancho Colorado Boulevard and La Questa View, the

intersection of Boca Raton Heights and Indian Village Heights, the intersection of Boca Raton

Heights and Ocatillo View and finally two observational points at the intersection of Boca Raton

Heights and La Huerta View were identified.
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Figure 3-4 Example of smooth glass solar panels without an arc.

Sandia’s SGHAT results (Appendix E) indicated only one observation point at the indicated

height to have a potential for after image or causing the effect of seeing spots due to glare. The

intersection of Rancho Colorado Boulevard and La Questa View had the potential in mid-April

and mid-August to be impacted by temporary after-image glare at approximately 6:30 AM. As no

residential or commercial development was located on Rancho Colorado Boulevard and the few

residential developments off La Questa View were located north of this intersection, traffic in

general at the intersection of these two roads would be light as there was no obvious need to

travel this corridor by a large number of drivers. Furthermore, vehicle traffic at this intersection

would be low at 6:30 AM. Remaining locations were identified to have a low potential for

temporary after-image glare as a result of the proposed solar field. The Sandia SGHAT results

suggest glare associated with the proposed solar facility would have a negligible to minor impact

on vehicle traffic near Project Study Area.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts to visual resources associated with the Propose Action and Project as

described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

Implementation of the proposed Project would introduce new electrical infrastructure into the

region. Visually, some features, such as the gen-tie line, solar facility collection substation, and

new substation bay, would have little contrast to existing conditions including existing electric

utility infrastructure and therefore would not impact views in the area. The potential installation

of 911 acres of new solar arrays would alter the visual resources of the area noticeably. Future
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additional visual impacts within the area would most likely be associated with residential home

building; however, development of residential lands in the area would likely occur one home at a

time, which would slowly influence the views of the region. While additional electric utility

infrastructure development may occur in the vicinity of the Proposed Action and proposed

Project in the future, it would likely blend in with the existing and proposed infrastructure, thus

limiting future utilities impacts on visual resources. When considering current visual setting and

future development that potentially would influence the visual character of the area, Western’s

Proposed Action and the proposed Project would have minor-to-moderate impacts on the visual

quality in the vicinity.

3.13 Transportation

3.13.1 Affected Environment

Exit 119 off I-25 provided primary access to the proposed solar facility, which is located

approximately 0.25 miles east of the Project Study Area. The remaining access routes to the

Project vicinity were unpaved but county-maintained roads, including Ranch Colorado

Boulevard, La Huerta View, La Questa View, and Boca Raton Heights.

The Burlington Northern/Santa Fe and Denver and Rio Grande railway ran parallel to I-25

approximately 0.5 miles east of the proposed Project Study Area. The closest airport to the

proposed Project was the Butts Army Air Field on Fort Carson, approximately 7.5 miles

north/northwest, while the nearest airport to offer commercial commuter service was Peterson

Field in Colorado Springs, approximately 15.5 miles north/northeast of the proposed Project.

The South Central Comprehensive Plan (El Paso County 1988) identified the County’s goal was

a well-integrated and balanced transportation system, and the plan sought to maximize

efficiency, comfort, safety, and economy in the County’s transportation planning.

3.13.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Minimal impacts to traffic through implementation of Western’s Proposed Action would occur. A

negligible temporary increase in traffic volume of up to 10 round trips per day on existing

transportation facilities may occur during construction and maintenance of facilities at Midway

Substation, but would require no upgrades or improvements to transportation facilities. Road

closures would not be required during construction.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

Negligible-to-minimal impacts to traffic would occur through implementation of the proposed

Project. A temporary increase in traffic volume of up to 200 round trips per day on existing

transportation facilities would occur during construction of the proposed solar facility

components. An increase in traffic volume up to 10 round trips per day on existing transportation

facilities would occur during O&M of the facility. The Project would not require improvements to

existing transportation facilities nor are any road closures necessary. Midway Solar would

construct or improve existing roads within the Project Study Area. Once constructed or

improved, Midway Solar would regularly maintain access roads associated with the proposed
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Project. The exact number, locations, and length of those roads would be determined during

final engineering and site layout design. Midway Solar, at the time of this report, was planning

28 different access road segments totaling over 20 miles of roadways (Figure 2.1).

No impacts to rail service or air traffic would occur as a result of the Midway Solar’s proposed

Project.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the impacts on transportation associated with the Proposed Action and Project would

not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

Growth in El Paso County, specifically around Colorado Springs, had increased traffic

congestion along I-25 in the years prior to this report. The South Central Comprehensive Plan

(see El Paso County 1988) suggested that El Paso County was committed to maintaining a

level of service, efficiency, comfort, and safety on all county roads to the benefit its residents’

quality of life as well as travelers’ safety. The proposed Project along with identified past,

present, and reasonably foreseeable future developments would result in negligible to minor

cumulative effects to traffic and transportation as construction traffic would be temporary and

permanent impacts to traffic would only increase incrementally as a result of the proposed

Project.

3.14 Public Health and Safety

3.14.1 Affected Environment

The El Paso County Sheriff’s Office would provide law enforcement for the proposed Project, as

they patrolled the unincorporated areas of the County and coordinate with the City of Fountain

Police Department, the closest incorporated city to the Project Study Area. The Hanover Fire

Protection District would provide fire and emergency services for the proposed Project.

The El Paso County Office of Emergency Management (OEM) provided coordination and

direction of activities relating to disaster prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery to

protect the lives of the citizens in the community. The Board of County Commissioners

established the Local Emergency Planning Commission (LEPC) to assist in the development

and review of chemical emergency response plans and to collect information about the use and

storage of hazardous chemicals in El Paso County. The LEPC used this information to help fire

and hazardous materials (HAZMAT) officers plan and safely respond to HAZMAT incidents, and

to help citizens exercise their rights under the Federal Emergency Planning and Community

Right to Know Act. Since mid-2013, 24 local governments have worked together to update and

improve the El Paso County Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) under the coordination of the OEM

and the Board of County Commissioners. The updated 2015 El Paso County HMP was a multi-

jurisdictional plan that represents the concerns of the unincorporated county, as well as those of
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participating incorporated municipalities and special districts. The HMP was a tool to help a

community reduce its risk from natural and human-caused hazards.

Electric and Magnetic Fields

The presence of high voltage electrical equipment tends to increase public concerns related to

electric and magnetic fields (electromagnetic fields, or EMFs). These EMFs are physical fields

produced by electrically charged objects. Both electric and magnetic fields occur together with

the flow of electricity and thus considered together in terms of exposure. All electrical devices

and equipment, including common household appliances, computers, and cell phones, produce

EMFs that decrease rapidly with distance from the source. The nearest potential receptors of

EMFs were residences to the west, approximately 260 ft to 360 ft from proposed solar arrays.

Different types of electricity produce different types of magnetic fields. Alternating current (AC),

or electricity that oscillates directions, produces power frequency magnetic fields. The type of

electricity that flows into our homes and powers most of our electrical appliances inside the

home is AC. Direct current (DC), or electricity that flows in only one direction, produces

magnetic fields that are referred to as static magnetic field, because they do not oscillate or

change over time. DC is the electric energy associated with batteries, and occasionally with

ultra-high voltage transmission lines (usually 500-kV or higher in the US) that transmit electricity

over long distances. Direct current is also the electricity produced by PV solar panels. An

important difference in magnetic fields is that power frequency magnetic fields, if sufficiently

strong enough to induce an electrical current in humans, while static magnetic fields do not.

Since static magnetic fields cannot induce a current in humans, static magnetic fields are

generally considered not be a health concern.

The International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection (ICNIRP) established a

continuous magnetic field exposure limit of 833 milliGauss (mG) for AC power frequency

magnetic fields, four million mG for DC static magnetic fields, and a continuous electric field

exposure limit of 4.2-kV per meter (kV/m) for members of the general public (ICNIRP 2009). No

federal or Colorado state laws or policies regulate exposure levels of EMF.

Hazardous Material

Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, the agency that manages hazardous

waste in Colorado (under the authority of CRS 25-15 Parts1-3), defines hazardous waste and

the applicable regulations for Colorado. Construction, operation, maintenance, and

decommissioning of the Project would utilize current industry standards and practices and would

adhere to all regulatory codes, regulations, and guidelines applicable.

Two Phase I assessments were performed by Terracon for a large portion of the proposed

Project, including the southeast corner where a former outdoor storage facility was located

(Terracon 2013, 2014). In the Phase I that addressed this area, Terracon identified four

potential recognized environmental conditions (as defined by ASTM standard E1527-13) or

RECs and recommended additional investigation to evaluate and characterize the identified

RECs. The four RECs identified included: gold mill tailings; stained 5-gallon buckets and 55-
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gallon drums, piles of building debris, and piles of unknown debris. Midway Solar would avoid

the southeast corner area for development of the proposed solar facilities.

Intact solar panels emit no hazardous waste. However, hazardous materials potentially housed

and used during the construction, operation, or maintenance include small quantities (less than

55 gallons, 500 pounds, or 200 cubic ft (ft3) of janitorial supplies, office supplies, laboratory

supplies, paint, degreasers, herbicides, refrigerant or air conditioning fluids, fuels, and hydraulic

fluid. These materials would be stored in the facility control building or stored off site.

Furthermore, flammable materials (e.g., paints and solvents) kept on-site would be stored in

flammable material storage cabinet(s).

3.14.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s Proposed Action would be limited to a new 230-kV substation bay within the existing

footprint of the Midway Substation and the gen-tie entry structure located outside the substation

but within the Western’s existing ROW. Western may also need to modify existing transmission

lines entering and exiting the Midway Substation to accommodate the gen-tie line. If deemed

necessary after final Project design and engineering, Western would design and construct any

modification to lie within their existing ROW, similarly to the gen-tie entry structure.

All construction activities would be performed by licensed, experienced contractors and would

be carried out in compliance with Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) and

Western Construction Standards (Appendix B) to minimize the risk of construction-related

accidents or injuries. Possible scenarios that have the potential to expose personnel to injury

during construction included, but are not limited to, electrocution, the movement of construction

vehicles, equipment, and materials, and accidents (such as slips, trips, or falls). The risk of

construction-related injury would be minimized through careful safety planning, regular safety

training and meetings, and use of appropriate safety equipment.

Western construction activities would be temporary. The installation of substation infrastructure,

bus work, transformers, metering, etc., would be confined to Western’s existing Midway

Substation. The single gen-tie line entry structure would be erected in Western’s existing ROW

and require relative little disturbance. The primary conceivable threat to public health comes

from particulate matter, dust, and emissions from vehicles and equipment. Construction

emissions can vary from day-to-day depending on the level of activity, the specific operations,

and the prevailing meteorological conditions. These emissions would be primarily fugitive dust

emissions from earthmoving and construction vehicle exhaust emissions. Western would abide

by their construction standards and would maintain dust-control measures to minimize fugitive

dust. Furthermore, equipment and vehicles to be used during construction would be properly

maintained to limit emissions during construction. Lastly, the nearest public receptors for

potential health impacts are generally located west of Western’s Proposed Action. Prevailing

winds generally blow out of the west, which would help further minimize public impacts due to

fugitive dust and vehicle and equipment emissions.
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Public health and safety concerns associated with operation of the proposed solar facility were

associated with electric and magnetic fields, hazardous materials management, and employee

safety. Operations at the Western’s Midway Substation would not change demonstrably after

construction of the Proposed Action and proposed Project. As a result, there would be no

additional demand from emergency services. Any potential additional hazardous material that

may be required as a result of the new substation bay construction would be addressed in a

revised Western SPCC plan. Additionally, EMF effects would be address through engineering

controls to provide sufficient distance between new substation equipment and potential public

access outside the substation to allow EMFs to subside. Furthermore, there are no receptors,

houses, schools, offices, etc., within nearly 2,000 ft of the Midway Substation.

Western’s Proposed Action would result in negligible public health and safety impacts

associated with EMFs, worker safety, or hazardous materials due to the temporary timeframe of

construction activities. Over the long term, minimal vehicular emissions associated with

maintenance and repair of substation equipment would be released. Short-term construction

activities or subsequent operation and maintenance associated with Western’s Proposed Action

would not measurably affect public health.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

The construction phase for the proposed Project would last far longer and involve more activity

than construction activities associated with Western’s proposed Action. Impacts associated with

Midway Solar’s construction activities would include fugitive dust and vehicle and equipment

emissions. Dust and exhaust would likely temporarily degrade local air quality during

construction and local sensitive receptors (e.g., hospitals, schools, etc.), the elderly, infants, and

people with pre-existing respiratory issues may experience additional difficulties breathing as a

result of construction. The severity of the impacts would depend on the health of the individuals

affected. Construction crews would use water trucks to minimize fugitive dust and equipment

would meet emission standards set by the State.

Licensed, experienced contractors would construct the proposed solar facility and carried out

construction in accordance with OSHA Administration, Western Construction Standards

(Appendix B), and the standard operating procedures of the selected construction firm to

minimize the risk of construction-related accidents or injuries. Again, possible situations that

may expose personnel to injury during construction included, but was not limited to,

electrocution, the movement of construction vehicles, equipment, and materials, and accidents

(such as slips, trips, or falls). The risk of construction-related injury would be minimized through

careful safety planning, regular safety training and meetings, and use of appropriate safety

equipment. While construction crews may vary in size and tasks, construction of the proposed

Project would not place an unreasonable additional demand on police or emergency services.

As previously mentioned, Terracon identified four potential RECs and recommended additional

investigation to evaluate and characterize the identified RECs. Midway Solar intends to avoid

the southeast corner area for development of the proposed solar facilities. Additionally,

hazardous materials would not be stored on site during construction until a secure location can
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be established; however, fuels, lubricants, coolants, insulating materials, fireproofing,

degreaser, and other potentially hazardous materials may be used or may be present during

construction. All waste streams generated, including potential hazardous materials, would be

disposed of off-site at a material-appropriate facility or recycled in accordance with federal,

state, and local regulations, or according to manufacturers’ recommendations.

The operation of the proposed Project would require at least one person on site monitoring daily

operations. In general, the operation of this proposed facility would negligibly affect workers

health and should not place additional demand on police or public emergency resources. Site

maintenance and other requisite visits would result in negligible additional vehicle emissions or

fugitive dust releases. Potential additional hazardous materials that may be stored or used on

site would be addressed in a SPCC plan.

Intact solar panels emit no hazardous waste; however, cracked or broken panels have the

potential to leech carcinogenic chemicals depending on the PV technology selected. All waste

streams generated during operation and maintenance of the solar facilities would be disposed of

off-site at a material-appropriate facility or recycled in accordance with federal, state, and local

regulations, or in accordance with manufacturers’ recommendations.

Operation of solar arrays and associated equipment, electrical collections systems, the gen-tie

line, and Midway Solar’s solar facility collection substation would generate EMFs. Potential

EMFs associated with electrical equipment is directly associated to the voltage and current of

the specific electrical source. The 230-kV gen-tie line, acting similarly to a 230-kV transmission

line, would generate a maximum magnetic field magnitude of approximately 118 mG (PSCW

2013) and an electric field magnitude of approximately 2.1-kV/m (USEPA 1980) as measured at

the center of the right-of-way. At approximately 50 ft away from a 230-kVtransmission line,

electric field magnitude drops to about 40 mG (PSCW 2013), a reduction of 66%. Magnetic field

magnitude drops more dramatically to about 0.4 kV/m (USEPA 1980), or around 80%, at 50 ft

from the source. As indicated above, the ICNIRP has established a continuous magnetic field

exposure limit of 833 mG and a continuous electric field exposure limit of 4.2 kV/m for members

of the general public (ICNIRP 2009). The closest possible receptors for EMFs are residential

properties located 250 ft to 360 ft to the west of the Project Study Area. As the distance from the

source fields increases, the magnitudes of those fields decrease dramatically. At 250 ft away,

the distance to the closest residential property, EMFs from a 230-kV transmission line would be

negligible if distinguishable at all from background EMF levels, similar to the EMF emitted from

a dishwasher at two ft (PSCW 2013). In addition, the 230-kV gen-tie line and solar facility

collection substation would be located in close proximity to Western’s Midway Substation, over

1,000 ft, to the nearest sensitive receptors and further weakening the effects of new EMFs on

residential occupants.

Electrical assets in closest proximity to residences would consist of solar panels and inverters.

Solar panels, again depending on technology used for this application, only produce in the order

of 12 to 48 volts per panel as a maximum, far less than the 230-kV or 230,000 volts transferred

through the proposed gen-tie line. In addition, current produced in the solar arrays would be DC.
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Direct currents produce a different kind of magnetic field, a static field, since the current is not

fluctuating. In most circumstances, static magnetic fields do not induce electric current in

humans and are not generally considered a health concern. Studies performed by Pacific Gas

and Electric in cooperation with the DOE, suggests a solar array would produce less than one

mG of static magnetic field at the back of the array (array output of 11-15 kW; Chang and

Jennings 1994). The ICNRP suggested constant exposure limit for static magnetic field

magnitude of four million mG for the general public. As a result, EMFs produced by solar panels

would not be considered a public health concern (Chang and Jennings 1994).

Inverters are used to take the low-voltage DC produced by the solar panels and convert that

power to AC, while simultaneously stepping up the voltage to a level efficient to transmit to the

associated solar facility collection substation. Inverters typically produce the strongest potential

magnitude EMF within a solar field. Again, as exact technology to be used at the Midway Solar

facility was not known at the time of this report, the specification of the inverters, including

potential EMF, is unknown at this time. Based on published data by the Good Company in

cooperation with the Oregon Department of Transportation (Good Company 2010), inverters

used at the West Linn Solar Highway Project were determined to theoretically produce a

magnetic field of 344 mG at a distance of three ft. This magnetic field was further estimated to

maintain a magnitude of 3.0 mG at a distance of 10 ft. Assuming similar magnetic fields can be

generated from inverters used at Midway Solar’s solar facility, magnetic fields of 344 mG is less

than half of the ICNIRP exposure limit guidelines for the public. Additionally, as described

previously, the nearest receptors at residences are over 200 ft from the Project Study Area,

further minimizing the magnitude of the magnetic fields. If inverters used in solar facilities can

produce a magnetic field of 3.0 mG at a distance of 10 ft, the magnitude of that field would likely

be negligible if discernable at all from background EMF at residential dwelling 250 to 360 ft

away from the inverters.

Potential EMF impacts would further be minimized by design modifications, such as

arrangement of conductors, transformers, and inverters. Therefore, there would be negligible

differences in EMF magnitudes in the immediate area of potential receptors, namely residential

properties. The magnitude of EMFs on site during operations and maintenance would be

measureable. However, individuals working at the solar facility would not be required to remain

within areas of higher EMFs for extended periods of time, thereby reducing their potential

exposure to these fields. Effects caused by EMFs for the general public and workers at the

solar facility would be negligible.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the public health and safety impacts associated with the Proposed Action and Project

as described above would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

Construction activities, combined with an increase in traffic in the county, would exacerbate the

public health impacts resulting from new development. However, due to the rural nature of the
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proposed Project and distance to population centers in the county, the proposed Project would

have negligible to minimal impacts, combined with past, present, and future development.

Collectively, the impacts associated with the construction, operation, and maintenance of the

proposed solar facility would not cause or contribute to cumulative effects relating to hazardous

materials management. This is because of the nature of the materials proposed, the Project’s

compliance with applicable laws and regulations, and the engineering and administrative

controls that Western and Midway Solar would implement to prevent and control accidental

releases of hazardous materials. Proper facility design and the development and

implementation of safe material handling programs for the solar facility would reduce the

potential for cumulative impacts from release of hazardous materials on the environment. Each

reasonably foreseeable future project would be required to comply independently with

hazardous materials regulations, depending on the circumstances of each project.

Cumulative impacts to public health and safety would occur only if impacts of the proposed

Project, combined with impacts of the foreseeable future projects, occurred at the same time

and in close proximity. Due to the negligible and temporary nature of the impacts of the

Proposed Action and proposed Project, such events are unlikely. Therefore, the Proposed

Action and proposed Project would not result in cumulative impacts to public health and safety.

3.15 Intentional Destructive Acts

3.15.1 Affected Environment

The DOE Office of NEPA Policy and Compliance issued guidance calling for explicit

consideration of intentional acts of destruction (e.g., sabotage, terrorism, vandalism) within

NEPA documents (US DOE 2006). The nation’s power grid has been identified as critical

infrastructure and a possible target of intentional acts of destruction. Possible agitators included

terrorists who may target energy facilities to cause disruption and fear in the region or the

country as a whole, or activists protesting the facility, company, or other reasons. The most

likely scenario would be acts of copper theft, vandalism and opportunity, such as the shooting of

insulators, conductors, or solar panels.

3.15.2 Environmental Consequences

Impacts of Western’s Proposed Action

Western’s transmission system and substation facilities near and within the Midway Substation

may be the target of intentional acts of destruction. Intentionally destroying or damaging

transmission line structures, conductors, or substation apparatus has the potential to disrupt

electrical service to utility customers and end users, but the extent and duration of the outage

would be dependent upon the degree and type of damage incurred. As opposed to terroristic

acts, vandalism and theft are far more likely destructive acts. While sometimes costly and time

consuming to repair, vandalism and theft does not usually result in long-term disruption of

service or have apparent environmental consequences.
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Federal and other utilities use physical deterrents, such as fencing, cameras, warning signs,

and rewards, to help prevent theft, vandalism, and unauthorized access to facilities. In addition,

through its Crime Witness Program, Western offers up to $25,000 for information that leads to

the arrest and conviction of individuals committing crimes against Western facilities. Anyone

having such information can call Western’s Crime Witness Hotline at (800) 209-8962. The line is

confidential and rewards are issued in such a way that the caller’s identity remains confidential.

An incident of intentional destruction has the potential to occur at the Western’s existing

substation and transmission line facilities. If any such incident were to happen, it would likely

only result in negligible-to-minor environmental impacts. The Proposed Action is not likely to

increase the potential for intentional destructive acts being carried out against Western’s

Midway Substation as the existing substation is currently a target of opportunity for vandals and

theft.

Impacts of Midway Solar’s Proposed Project

Similar to any electric grid infrastructure, intentional destructive acts have the potential to be

directed at the proposed solar facility or gen-tie line. Similar to the environmental impacts

associated with Western’s Proposed Action described above, the destruction of electrical

equipment of any sort may result in temporary disturbance of electrical service to customers or

end users. The extent and duration of the service interruption would be contingent on the type of

equipment damaged and the degree of damage inflicted. Again, while a terrorist attack is

possible, destruction due to vandalism and theft is far more probable. While it would likely be

costly to repair, intentional destructive acts would not likely have substantial effects on the

environment.

The proposed Project would likely increase the likelihood for intentional acts of destruction, as

new infrastructure, namely hundreds of acres of solar panels, would increase prospective

targets of opportunity.

Impacts of the No Action Alternative

The No Action Alternative would result in the proposed Project not being constructed, and

therefore the potential for intentional destructive acts rendered against the proposed solar

facility would not occur.

Cumulative Impacts

Under the No Action Alternative, Western’s Midway Substation, PSCo’s substation, Southwest

Generation’s natural gas fueled electric generation facility, and the associated transmission and

distribution electrical lines in the vicinity would remain potential targets for intentional destructive

acts. In addition, the small (less than 4,200 ft2) Mountain States Telephone and Telegraph

Company facility east of the substations may also be targeted for intentional acts of vandalism

or destruction. However, the electrical and telecommunication facilities have some degree of

security to deter such acts from occurring.
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Implementation of the proposed Project would introduce new infrastructure into the region that

would likely be viewed as a target for destructive acts. However, the solar facility would also

include security measures to assist in deterring these intentional destructive acts from occurring.
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Todd Mattson WEST Inc. Project Manager
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§§ 33-2-101 et seq. (Endangered Species Conservation); §§ 34-1-301 et seq. (Preservation of

Commercial Mineral Deposits); §§ 38-30.5-101 et seq. (Conservation Easements); §§ 41-4-101 et

seq. (Airports); §§ 43-2-101 et seq. (Highways). Updated October 2015. Available online at:

http://adm.elpasoco.com/Development%20Services/Pages/LandDevelopmentCode2015.aspx

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 1970. 42 United States Code (USC) 4321-4370h. Public Law

91–190, § 2, January 1, 1970, 83 Statute 852.

National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). 1966. 16 United States Code §§ 470 et seq. October 15,

1966.

Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act. 1990. 25 United States Code (USC) §§ 3001-

3013. November 16, 1990.

Land Development Code of El Paso County, Colorado. Guidelines and Regulations for Areas and

Activities of State Interest. Authority Colorado Regulatory Statutes (CRS) §§24-65.1-101 et seq.;

CRS §§ 30-28-101 et seq.; CRS §§ 30-28-201 et seq.; CRS §§ 29-20-101 et seq. Adopted June

6, 2013. Available online at: http://adm.elpasoco.com/Development%20Services/

Documents/1041%20Regulations/4-8-15%20Areas%20Activities%20State%20Int.pdf



Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC Interconnection Project Environmental Assessment

WEST, Inc. 5-1 January 22, 2016

Appendix A: Front Range Midway Solar Project Community Announcement and

Information guide



YOUR LOGO HERE 

 

The Front Range-Midway  
Solar Project 

Community Announcement and 
Information Guide 

 

The Front Range-Midway Solar Project, 
LLC, a subsidiary of Tradewind Energy, 
Inc. is planning a 100-megawatt solar 
array in southern El Paso County and is  

seeking your feedback.  

Front Range-M
idw

ay Solar Project, LLC
. 

16105 W
 113th Street STE 105 

Lenexa, KS  66219 

 

Contact Us: 
 

Front Range-Midway Solar Project, LLC. 
c/o Tradewind Energy, Inc.  

Learn more at www.tradewindenergy.com 

For more information from the  
project developer: 

Scott Zeimetz 
Development Manager 

913-956-4080 
szeimetz@tradewindenergy.com 

To provide comments to Western on the 
NEPA process, please email or submit  

written comments to: 
 

MidwaySolarScoping@west-inc.com  

WEST, Inc. 

Attn: Front Range-Midway  
Solar Project Scoping 

415 W. 17th Street, Suite 200 

Cheyenne, WY 82001 
 

Comments must be submitted by  
September 10, 2015 

 
WEST, Inc. is the third party contractor assisting 

Western and Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC  
in preparation of the EA. 

 

Front Range-Midway Solar, LLC &  
Tradewind Energy, Inc. 



National Environmental Policy Act 
and Public Input 
 
 
x� Interconnection:  Front Range-Midway 

Solar is working with Western Area Power 
Administration to obtain an 
interconnection agreement 
 

x� NEPA:  As a Federal power-marketing 
agency, Western must comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
 

x� Environmental Assessment: Preparation 
of an Environmental Assessment (EA) is a 
requirement of the NEPA process 
 

x� Public Input:  In preparing the EA, Front 
Range-Midway Solar and Western are 
seeking public comments on the Project 
which will be incorporated into the EA.  In 
addition, a Draft EA will be released for 
public review and comment late in 
2015.  Notice of the Draft EA's availability 
for comment will be published in the 
Colorado Springs Gazette.  

x� Comments:  Comments from the public 
help in identifying issues and concerns 
about the proposed project 

 
x� Comment Deadline: Comments must be 

submitted via mail or email by 
September 10, 2015 using the contact 
information located on the Contact Us 
page of this brochure.  

Project Benefits 
 
The project will generate revenues for the 
local community in the form of property tax 
and landowner payments and will create 
both temporary construction jobs as well as 
several full-time employee positions  
 
x� 4 Full Time Jobs 
x� 200 Construction Jobs 
x� Over $8 Million in tax revenue will be 

created from the facility.  A large portion 
of these dollars will flow to the local 
school district. 

 
About Front Range-Midway Solar  

 
x� Sustainable energy for all: The company 

developing this project is one of the 
largest wind and solar project 
development companies in the U.S. We 
deliver long-term projects that tap into 
nature's resources to produce 
sustainable energy for our nation - real 
power that keeps our energy costs low. 

 
x� Beyond the business: We strive to be a 

committed partner to the communities 
where we work. Our projects are not just 
investments in sustainable electricity 
generation; they are investments in 
towns, counties, and the amazing 
people we have the privilege to work 
with. 

 
 
 
Basic Facts about the Front Range-    
Midway Project: 
 
 
x� Energy Output: 100 MW of Solar Energy 
 
x� Project Area: Approximately 1,000 Acres 
 
x� Location: El Paso County, approximately 

10 mi south of Fountain, CO 
 
x� Technology: Ground-mounted  

photovoltaic (PV) panels, up to 10 feet 
in height 

 
x� New Infrastructure: PV panels, electric 

collection system, substation, and  
power line 

 
x� Power Interconnection: Existing Western 

Area Power Administration or PSCo  
Substations located adjacent to Project  

       Area. 
 
x� Timeline: Construction anticipated for a 

2016 commercial operation date 

 
x� Water Friendly Energy:  Solar energy 

uses a fraction of the water that  
conventional sources need to  
generate power 

Land being studied as part of NEPA process 
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Appendix B: Western Area Power Administration’s Construction Standards, Standard 13

Environmental Quality Protection
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ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROTECTION
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SECTION 13.1--CONTRACTOR FURNISHED DATA

1. RECYCLED MATERIAL QUANTITY REPORT: Submit quantities for recycled material listed in
Section 13.6, "Recycled Material Quantities", to the COR after completion and prior to submittal of
final invoice.

2. RECOVERED MATERIAL AND BIOBASED PRODUCTS REPORT: Provide the COR the following
information for purchases of items listed in Section 13.7, "Use of Recovered Material And Biobased
Products":

(1) Quantity and cost of listed items with recovered or biobased material content and quantity and
cost of listed items without recovered or biobased material content after completion and prior
to submittal of final invoice.

3. RECLAIMED REFRIGERANT RECEIPT: A receipt from the reclaimer stating that the refrigerant was
reclaimed, the amount and type of refrigerant, and the date shall be submitted to the COR after
completion and prior to submittal of final invoice in accordance with Section 13.8.5, ―Refrigerants 
And Receipts".

4. WASTE MATERIAL QUANTITY REPORT: Submit quantities of total project waste material disposal
as listed below to the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice in accordance
with Section 13.8.8, ―Waste Material Quantity Report". 

(1) Sanitary Wastes: Volume in cubic yards or weight in pounds.

(2) Hazardous or Universal Wastes: Weight in pounds.

(3) PCB Wastes: Weight in pounds.

(4) Other regulated wastes (e.g., lead-based paint or asbestos): Weight in pounds (specify type
of waste in report).

5. SPILL PREVENTION NOTIFICATION AND CLEANUP PLAN (Plan): Submit the Plan as described
in Section 13.10.2, "Spill Prevention Notification and Cleanup Plan", to the COR for approval 14
days prior to start of work. Approval of the Plan is for the purpose of determining compliance with
the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor of the responsibility for compliance with
all Federal, State, and Local regulations.

6. TANKER OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE PLAN: Submit the Plan as described in
Section 13.10.3, "Tanker Oil Spill Prevention and Response Plan", to the COR for approval 14
days prior to start of work. Approval of the Plan is for the purpose of determining compliance with
the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor of the responsibility for compliance with
all Federal, State, and Local regulations.

7. PESTICIDE USE PLAN: Submit two copies of a pesticide use plan as described in Section 13.11.3,
―Pesticide Use Plan", to the COR for approval 14 days prior to use. Approval of the plan is for the 
purpose of determining compliance with the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor
of the responsibility for compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations. Within seven
days after application, submit a written report in accordance with Standard 2 – Sitework, Section
2.1.1.5, ―Soil-Applied Herbicide". 

8. TREATED WOOD POLE AND MEMBERS RECYCLING CONSUMER INFORMATION RECEIPT:
Submit treated wood pole and members consumer receipt forms to the COR after completion and
prior to submittal of final invoice (see 13.12, ―Treated Wood Poles and Members Recycling or 
Disposal").
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9. PREVENTION OF AIR POLLUTION: Submit a copy of permits, if required, from Federal, State, or
local agencies to the COR 14 days prior to the start of work.

10. ASBESTOS LICENSES OR CERTIFICATIONS: Submit a copy of licenses and/or certifications for
asbestos work as described in 13.14, ―Handling and Management of Asbestos Containing 
Material" paragraph a., to the COR prior to work. Submit copies of certificates of disposal and/or
receipts for waste to the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.

11. LEAD PAINT NOTICES: Submit a copy of lead paint notices as described in 13.15, ―Material with 
Lead-based Paint" paragraph b., to the COR upon completion and prior to submittal of final
invoice. Submit copies of certificates of disposal and/or receipts for waste to the COR after
completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.

12. WATER POLLUTION PERMITS: Submit copies of any water pollution permits as described in
13.16, ―Prevention of Water Pollution" paragraph b., to the COR prior to work. 

13. PCB TEST REPORT: Submit a PCB test report as described in 13.17, ―Testing, Draining, 
Removal, and Disposal of Oil-filled Electrical Equipment" paragraph b., prior to draining, removal,
or disposal of oil or oil-filled equipment that is designated for disposal.

14. OIL AND OIL-FILLED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT RECEIPT: Obtain and submit a receipt for oil
and oil-filled equipment transported and disposed, recycled, or reprocessed as described in 13.17,
―Testing, Draining, Removal, and Disposal of Oil-filled Electrical Equipment", to the COR upon 
completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.

15. OSHA PCB TRAINING RECORDS: Submit employee training documentation records to the COR
14 days prior to the start of work as described in 13.18.1.

16. CLEANUP WORK MANAGEMENT PLAN: Submit a Cleanup Work Management Plan as
described in 13.18, ―Removal of Oil-contaminated Material" paragraph b., to the COR for 
approval 14 days prior to the start of work. Approval of the plan is for the purpose of determining
compliance with the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor of the responsibility for
compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations.

17. POST CLEANUP REPORT: Submit a Post-Cleanup Report as described in 13.18, ―Removal of 
Oil-contaminated Material" paragraph g., to the COR upon completion and prior to submittal of
final invoice.
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SECTION 13.2--ENVIRONMENTAL REQUIREMENTS

Comply with Federal, State, and local environmental laws and regulations. The sections in this Standard
further specify the requirements.
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SECTION 13.3--LANDSCAPE PRESERVATION

1. GENERAL: Preserve landscape features in accordance with the contract clause titled ―Protection 
of Existing Vegetation, Structures, Equipment, Utilities, and Improvements.

‖

2. CONSTRUCTION ROADS: Location, alignment, and grade of construction roads shall be subject
to the COR's approval. When no longer required, construction roads shall be restored to their
original condition. Surfaces of construction roads shall be scarified to facilitate natural
revegetation, provide for proper drainage, and prevent erosion. If re-vegetation is required, use
regionally native plants.

3. CONSTRUCTION FACILITIES: Shop, office, and yard areas shall be located and arranged in a
manner to preserve trees and vegetation to the maximum practicable extent and prevent impact
on sensitive riparian areas and flood plains. Storage and construction buildings, including concrete
footings and slabs, shall be removed from the site prior to contract completion. The area shall be
re-graded as required so that all surfaces drain naturally, blend with the natural terrain, and are
left in a condition that will facilitate natural revegetation, provide for proper drainage, and prevent
erosion or transport of sediment and pollutants. If re-vegetation is required, use regionally native
plants.
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SECTION 13.4--PRESERVATION OF CULTURAL AND PALEONTOLOGICAL RESOURCES

1. GENERAL: Do not remove or alter cultural artifacts or paleontological resources (fossils). Cultural
artifacts may be of scientific or cultural importance and include bones, pottery, glass, projectile
points (arrowheads), other stone or metal tools, historic buildings, and features. Paleontological
resources can be of scientific importance and include mineralized animals and plants or trace
fossils such as footprints. Both cultural and paleontological resources are protected by Federal
Regulations during Federal construction projects. Contractor must always stay within Western’s
right-of-way and/or easement.

2. KNOWN CULTURAL OR PALEONTOLOGICAL SITES: Following issuance of notice to proceed,
Western will provide two sets of plan and profile drawings showing sensitive areas located on or
immediately adjacent to the transmission line right-of-way and/or facility. These areas shall be
considered avoidance areas. Prior to any construction activity, the avoidance areas shall be
marked on the ground in a manner approved by the COR. Instruct employees, subcontractors, and
others that vehicular or equipment access to these areas is prohibited. If access is absolutely
necessary, first obtain approval from the COR. Western will remove the markings during or
following final cleanup. For some project work, Western will require an archaeological,
paleontological or tribal monitor at or near cultural or paleontological site locations. The
contractor shall work with the monitor to insure that sensitive locations are avoided. Where
monitors are required, the monitor shall meet with the crew each morning to go over the day’s
work. The monitor will also conduct awareness training for all contractors prior to any work in the
field. Untrained personnel shall not be allowed in the construction area. For areas designated as
sensitive and requiring a monitor, the contractor may not access those areas without a monitor
being present.

3. UNKNOWN CULTURAL OR PALEONTOLOGICAL SITES: On rare occasions cultural or
paleontological sites may be discovered during excavation or other earth-moving activities.

(1) Reporting: If evidence of a cultural or paleontological site is discovered, cease work in the
area immediately and notify the COR of the location and nature of the findings. If a monitor is
present, the monitor should also be notified. Stop all activities within a 200-foot radius of the
discovery and do not proceed with work within that radius until directed to do so by the COR.

(2) Care of Evidence: Protect the area. Do not remove, handle, alter, or damage artifacts or
fossils uncovered during construction.
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SECTION 13.5--NOXIOUS WEED CONTROL

1. GENERAL: Comply with Federal, state, and local noxious weed control regulations. Provide a
"clean vehicle policy" while entering and leaving construction areas to prevent transport of noxious
weed plants and/or seed. Transport only construction vehicles that are free of mud and vegetation
debris to staging areas and the project right-of-way.
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SECTION 13.6--RECYCLED MATERIAL QUANTITIES

1. GENERAL: Record quantities of the following material by category that is salvaged, recycled,
reused, or reprocessed:

(1) Transformers, Breakers: Weight without oil.

(2) Electrical Conductors: Length in feet and Type (for example, ACSR, Copper, and gauge).

(3) Steel: Weight in pounds or tons.

(4) Aluminum: Weight in pounds or tons

(5) Copper: Weight in pounds or tons..

(6) Other Metals: Weight in pounds or tons.

(7) Oil: Gallons (separate by type - less than 2 ppm PCB, 2 to 50 ppm PCB, and 50 or greater
ppm PCB).

(8) Gravel, Asphalt, Or Concrete: Weight in pounds or tons.

(9) Batteries: Weight in pounds.

(10) Wood Poles and Crossarms: Weight in pounds.

(11) Wood construction material: Weight in pounds.

(12) Cardboard: Weight in pounds.

(13) Porcelain insulators: Weight in pounds.

2. RECYCLED MATERIAL QUANTITY REPORT: Submit quantities for recycled material listed above
to the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.
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SECTION 13.7--USE OF RECOVERED MATERIAL AND BIOBASED PRODUCTS

1. RECOVERED MATERIAL PRODUCTS: If the products listed below are obtained as part of this
project, purchase the items with the highest recovered material content possible unless recovered
material products are not available: 1) competitively within a reasonable time frame; 2) meeting
reasonable performance standards as defined in the Standards or Project Specifications; or 3) at a
reasonable price.

(1) Construction Products:

1) Building Insulation Products.

2) Carpet.

3) Carpet cushion.

4) Cement and concrete containing coal fly ash, ground granulated blast furnace slag,
cenospheres, or silica fume.

5) Consolidated and reprocessed latex paint.

6) Floor Tiles.

7) Flowable fill.

8) Laminated Paperboard.

9) Modular threshold ramps.

10) Nonpressure pipe.

11) Patio Blocks.

12) Railroad grade crossing surfaces.

13) Roofing materials.

14) Shower and restroom dividers/partitions.

15) Structural Fiberboard.

(2) Landscaping Products:

1) Compost made from yard trimmings or food waste.
2) Garden and soaker hoses.
3) Hydraulic Mulch.
4) Lawn and garden edging.
5) Plastic lumber landscaping timbers and posts.

(3) Non-paper Office Products:

1) Binders, clipboards, file folders, clip portfolios, and presentation folders.
2) Office furniture.
3) Office recycling containers.
4) Office waste receptacles.
5) Plastic desktop accessories.
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6) Plastic envelopes.
7) Plastic trash bags.
8) Printer ribbons.
9) Toner cartridges.

(4) Paper and Paper Products:

1) Commercial/industrial sanitary tissue products.
2) Miscellaneous papers.
3) Newsprint.
4) Paperboard and packaging products.
5) Printing and writing papers.

(5) Park and Recreation Products:

1) Park benches and picnic tables.
2) Plastic fencing.
3) Playground equipment.
4) Playground surfaces.
5) Running tracks.

(6) Transportation Products:

1) Channelizers.
2) Delineators.
3) Flexible delineators.
4) Parking stops.
5) Traffic barricades.
6) Traffic cones.

(7) Vehicular Products:

1) Engine coolants.
2) Rebuilt Vehicular Parts.
3) Re-refined lubricating oils.
4) Retread tires.

(8) Miscellaneous Products:

1) Awards and plaques.
2) Bike racks.
3) Blasting grit.
4) Industrial drums.
5) Manual-grade strapping.
6) Mats.
7) Pallets.
8) Signage.
9) Sorbents.

(9) For a complete listing of products and recommendations for recovered content, see
http://www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm

2. BIOBASED PRODUCTS: If the products listed below are obtained as part of this project, purchase
the items with the highest biobased content possible and no less than the percent indicated for
each product unless biobased products are not available: 1) competitively within a reasonable
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time frame; 2) meeting reasonable performance standards as defined in the Standards or Project
Specifications; or 3) at a reasonable price.

(1) Mobile Equipment Hydraulic Fluids (minimum 24% biobased content).

(2) Urethane Roof Coatings (minimum 62% biobased content).

(3) Water Tank Coatings (minimum 62% biobased content).

(4) Diesel Fuel Additives (minimum 93% biobased content).

(5) Penetrating Lubricants (minimum 71% biobased content).

(6) Bedding, Bed Linens, and Towels (minimum 18% biobased content).

(7) Adhesive and mastic removers 58%.

(8) Plastic insulating foam for residential and commercial construction 7%.

(9) Hand cleaners and sanitizers.

1) Hand cleaners—64 %
2) Hand sanitizers (including hand cleaners and sanitizers)—73 %

(10) Composite panels.

1) Plastic lumber composite panels—23 %
2) Acoustical composite panels—37 %
3) Interior panels—55 %
4) Structural interior panels—89 %
5) Structural wall panels—94 %

(11) Fluid-filled transformers.

1) Synthetic ester-based fluid-filled transformers—66 %
2) Vegetable oil-based fluid-filled transformers—95 %

(12) Disposable containers 72%.

(13) Fertilizers 71%.

(14) Sorbents 89%.

(15) Graffiti and grease removers 34%.

(16) 2-Cycle engine oils 34%.

(17) Lip care products 82%.

(18) Films (used in packaging, wrappings, linings, and other similar applications).

1) Semi-durable films—45%
2) Non-durable films—85%

(19) Stationary equipment hydraulic Fluids 44%.



13-14 July 2009

STANDARD 13 - ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROTECTION

(20) Disposable cutlery 48%.

(21) Glass cleaners 49%.

(22) Greases.

1) Food grade grease—42%
2) Multipurpose grease—72%
3) Rail track grease—30%
4) Truck grease—71%
5) Greases not elsewhere specified—75%

(23) Dust suppressants 85%.

(24) Carpets 7%.

(25) Carpet and upholstery cleaners.

1) General purpose cleaners—54%
2) Spot removers—7%

(26) Bathroom and spa cleaners 74%.

(27) Concrete and asphalt release fluids 87%.

(28) General purpose de-icers 93%.

(29) Firearm lubricants 49%.

(30) Floor strippers 78%.

(31) Laundry products.

1) Pretreatment/spot removers—46%
2) General purpose laundry products—34%

(32) Metalworking fluids.

1) Straight oils—66%
2) General purpose soluble, semisynthetic, and synthetic oils—57%
3) High performance soluble, semisynthetic, and synthetic oils—40%

(33) Wood and concrete sealers.

1) Penetrating liquids—79%
2) Membrane concrete sealers—11%

For additional information regarding biobased products, see http://www.biobased.oce.usda.gov

3. RECOVERED MATERIAL AND BIOBASED PRODUCTS REPORT: Provide the COR the following
information for purchases of those items listed above:

(1) Quantity and cost of listed items with recovered or biobased material content and quantity and
cost of listed items without recovered or biobased material content after completion and prior
to submittal of final invoice.
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(2) Written justification 7 work days prior to purchase of listed items if recovered material or
biobased products are not available: 1) competitively within a reasonable time frame; 2)
meeting reasonable performance standards as defined in the Standards or Project
Specifications; or 3) at a reasonable price.
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SECTION 13.8--DISPOSAL OF WASTE MATERIAL

1. GENERAL: Dispose or recycle waste material in accordance with applicable Federal, State and
Local regulations and ordinances. In addition to the requirements of the Contract Clause
―Cleaning Up

‖
, remove all waste material from the construction site. No waste shall be left on

Western property, right-of-way, or easement. Burning or burying of waste material is not
permitted.

2. HAZARDOUS, UNIVERSAL, AND NON-HAZARDOUS WASTES: Manage hazardous, universal,
and non-hazardous wastes in accordance with State and Federal regulations.

3. USED OIL: Used oil generated from the Contractor activities shall be managed in accordance with
used oil regulations.

4. RECYCLABLE MATERIAL: Reduce wastes, including excess Western material, by recycling,
reusing, or reprocessing. Examples of recycling, reusing, or reprocessing include reprocessing of
solvents; recycling cardboard; and salvaging scrap metals.

5. REFRIGERANTS AND RECEIPTS: Refrigerants from air conditioners, water coolers,
refrigerators, ice machines and vehicles shall be reclaimed with certified equipment operated by
certified technicians if the item is to be disposed. Refrigerants shall be reclaimed and not vented to
the atmosphere. A receipt from the reclaimer stating that the refrigerant was reclaimed, the
amount and type of refrigerant, and the date shall be submitted to the COR after completion and
prior to submittal of final invoice.

6. HALONS: Equipment containing halons that must be tested, maintained, serviced, repaired, or
disposed must be handled according to EPA requirements and by technicians trained according to
those requirements.

7. SULFUR HEXAFLOURIDE (SF6): SF6 shall be reclaimed and not vented to the atmosphere.

8. WASTE MATERIAL QUANTITY REPORT: Submit quantities of total project waste material
disposal as listed below to the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.

(1) Sanitary Wastes: Volume in cubic yards or weight in pounds.

(2) Hazardous or Universal Wastes: Weight in pounds.

(3) PCB Wastes: Weight in pounds.

(4) Other regulated wastes (e.g., lead-based paint or asbestos): Weight in pounds (specify type
of waste in report).
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SECTION 13.9--CONTRACTOR'S LIABILITY FOR REGULATED MATERIAL INCIDENTS

1. GENERAL: The Contractor is solely liable for all expenses related to spills, mishandling, or
incidents of regulated material attributable to his actions or the actions of his subcontractors. This
includes all response, investigation, cleanup, disposal, permitting, reporting, and requirements
from applicable environmental regulation agencies.

2. SUPERVISION: The actions of the Contractor employees, agents, and subcontractors shall be
properly managed at all times on Western property or while transporting Western’s (or previously
owned by Western) regulated material and equipment.
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SECTION 13.10--POLLUTANT SPILL PREVENTION, NOTIFICATION, AND CLEANUP

1. GENERAL: Provide measures to prevent spills of pollutants and respond appropriately if a spill
occurs. A pollutant includes any hazardous or non-hazardous substance that when spilled, will
contaminate soil, surface water, or ground water. This includes any solvent, fuel, oil, paint,
pesticide, engine coolants, and similar substances.

2. SPILL PREVENTION NOTIFICATION AND CLEANUP PLAN (Plan): Provide the Plan to the COR
for approval 14 days prior to start of work. Approval of the plan is for the purpose of determining
compliance with the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor of the responsibility for
compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations. Include the following in the Plan:

(1) Spill Prevention measures. Describe the work practices or precautions that will be used at the
job site to prevent spills. These may include engineered or manufactured techniques such as
installation of berms around fuel and oil tanks; Storage of fuels, paints, and other substances
in spill proof containers; and management techniques such as requiring workers to handle
material in certain ways.

(2) Notification. Most States and the Environmental Protection Agency require by regulation, that
anyone who spills certain types of pollutants in certain quantities notify them of the spill within
a specific time period. Some of these agencies require written follow up reports and cleanup
reports. Include in the Plan, the types of spills for which notification would be made, the
agencies notified, the information the agency requires during the notification, and the
telephone numbers for notification.

(3) Employee Awareness Training. Describe employee awareness training procedures that will
be implemented to ensure personnel are knowledgeable about the contents of the Plan and
the need for notification.

(4) Commitment of Manpower, Equipment and Material. Identify the arrangements made to
respond to spills, including the commitment of manpower, equipment and material.

(5) If applicable, address all requirements of 40CFR112 pertaining to Spill Prevention, Control
and Countermeasures Plans.

3. TANKER OIL SPILL PREVENTION AND RESPONSE PLAN: Provide a Tanker Oil Spill
Prevention and Response Plan as required by the Department of Transportation if oil tankers
with volume of 3,500 gallons or more are used as part of the project. Submit the Tanker Oil
Spill Prevention and Response Plan to the COR for approval 14 days prior to start of work.
Approval of the plan is for the purpose of determining compliance with the specifications only
and shall not relieve the Contractor of the responsibility for compliance with all Federal, State,
and Local regulations.
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SECTION 13.11--PESTICIDES

1. GENERAL: The term ―pesticide" includes herbicides, insecticides, rodenticides and fungicides. 
Pesticides shall only be used in accordance with their labeling and applied by appropriately
certified applicators.

2. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY REGISTRATION: Use EPA registered pesticides
that are approved for the intended use.

3. PESTICIDE USE PLAN: The plan shall contain: 1) a description of the pesticide to be used, 2)
where it is to be applied, 3) the application rate, 4) a copy of the label, and 5) a copy of required
applicator certifications. Submit two copies of the pesticide use plan to the COR for approval 14
days prior to the date of intended application. Approval of the plan is for the purpose of
determining compliance with the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor of the
responsibility for compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations. Within seven days after
application, submit a written report, including the pesticide applicators report, in accordance with
Standard 2 – Sitework, Section 2.1.1.5, ―Soil-Applied Herbicide". 
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SECTION 13.12--TREATED WOOD POLES AND MEMBERS RECYCLING OR DISPOSAL

Whenever practicable, treated wood poles and members removed during the project shall be recycled or
transferred to the public for some uses. Treated wood poles and members transferred to a recycler,
landfill, or the public shall be accompanied by a written consumer information sheet on treated wood as
provided by Western. Obtain a receipt form, part of the consumer information sheet, from the recipient
indicating that they have received, read, and understand the consumer information sheet. Treated wood
products transferred to right-of-way landowners shall be moved off the right-of-way. Treated wood
product scrap or poles and members that cannot be donated or reused shall be properly disposed in a
landfill that accepts treated wood and has signed Western’s consumer information sheet receipt. Submit
treated wood pole and members consumer receipt forms to the COR after completion and prior to
submittal of final invoice.
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SECTION 13.13--PREVENTION OF AIR POLLUTION

1. GENERAL: Ensure that construction activities and the operation of equipment are undertaken to
reduce the emission of air pollutants. Submit a copy of permits, if required, from Federal, State, or
local agencies to the COR 14 days prior to the start of work.

2. MACHINERY AIR EMISSIONS: The Contractor and subcontractor machinery shall have, and
shall use the air emissions control devices required by Federal, State or Local Regulation or
ordinance.

3. DUST ABATEMENT: Dust shall be controlled. Oil shall not be used as a dust suppressant. Dust
suppressants shall be approved by the COR prior to use.
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SECTION 13.14--HANDLING AND MANAGEMENT OF ASBESTOS CONTAINING MATERIAL

1. GENERAL: Obtain the appropriate Federal, State, Tribal or local licenses or certifications prior to
disturbing any regulated asbestos-containing material. If a building or portion of a building will be
demolished or renovated, obtain an Asbestos Notice of and Permit for Demolition and Renovation
from the State or Tribal Department of Environmental Quality, Division of Air Quality (or equivalent).
The building(s) shall be inspected by a State-Certified or Tribal accepted Asbestos Building
Inspector and the inspector shall certify the presence and condition of asbestos on site as directed
on the State or Tribal Demolition and Renovation Notice/Permit. The inspections shall be performed
and notifications shall be submitted whether asbestos is present or not. Submit a copy of licenses,
certifications, Demolition and Renovation Notifications and Permits for asbestos work to the COR
14 days prior to work. Ensure: 1) worker and public safety requirements are fully implemented and
2) proper handling, transportation, and disposal of asbestos containing material.

2. TRANSPORTATION OF ASBESTOS WASTE: Comply with Department of Transportation,
Environmental Protection Agency, and State and Local requirements when transporting asbestos
wastes.

3. CERTIFICATES OF DISPOSAL AND RECEIPTS: Obtain certificates of disposal for waste if the
waste is a hazardous waste or receipts if the waste is a non-hazardous waste. Submit copies to
the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.
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SECTION 13.15--MATERIAL WITH LEAD-BASED PAINT

1. GENERAL: Comply with all applicable Federal, State and local regulations concerning work with
lead-based paint, disposal of material painted with lead-based paint, and management of these
material. OSHA and General Industry Standards apply to worker safety and right-to-know issues.
Federal EPA and State agencies regulate waste disposal and air quality issues.

2. TRANSFER OF PROPERTY: If lead-based paint containing equipment or material is to be given
away or sold for reuse, scrap, or reclaiming, a written notice shall be provided to the recipient of
the material stating that the material contains lead-based paint and the Hazardous Waste
regulations may apply to the waste or the paint in some circumstances. The new owner must also
be notified that they may be responsible for compliance with OSHA requirements if the material is
to be cut, sanded, abraded, or stripped of paint. Submit a copy of lead paint notices to the COR
upon completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.

3. CERTIFICATES OF DISPOSAL AND RECEIPTS: Obtain certificate of disposals for waste if the
waste is a hazardous waste or receipts if the waste is a non-hazardous waste. Submit copies to
the COR after completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.
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SECTION 13.16--PREVENTION OF WATER POLLUTION

1. GENERAL: Ensure that surface and ground water is protected from pollution caused by
construction activities and comply with applicable regulations and requirements. Ensure that
streams, waterways and other courses are not obstructed or impaired unless the appropriate
Federal, State or local permits have been obtained.

2. PERMITS: Ensure that:

(1) A National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit is obtained from the US
Environmental Protection Agency or State as appropriate if the disturbed construction area
equals 1 acre or more. Disturbed areas include staging, parking, fueling, stockpiling, and any
other construction related activities. Refer to www.epa.gov/npdes/stormwater for directions
and forms.

(2) A dewatering permit is obtained from the appropriate agency if required for construction
dewatering activities.

(3) Copies of permits and plans, approved by the appropriate regulating agencies, are submitted
to the COR 14 days prior to start of work.

3. EXCAVATED MATERIAL AND OTHER CONTAMINANT SOURCES: Control runoff from excavated
areas and piles of excavated material, construction material or wastes (to include truck washing
and concrete wastes), and chemical products such as oil, grease, solvents, fuels, pesticides, and
pole treatment compounds. Excavated material or other construction material shall not be
stockpiled or deposited near or on streambanks, lake shorelines, ditches, irrigation canals, or other
areas where run-off could impact the environment.

4. MANAGEMENT OF WASTE CONCRETE OR WASHING OF CONCRETE TRUCKS: Do not permit
the washing of concrete trucks or disposal of excess concrete in any ditch, canal, stream, or other
surface water. Concrete wastes shall be disposed in accordance with all Federal, State, and local
regulations. Concrete wastes shall not be disposed on any Western property, right-of-way, or
easement; nor on any streets, roads, or property without the owner’s consent.

5. STREAM CROSSINGS: Crossing of any stream or other waterway shall be done in compliance with
Federal, State, and local regulations. Crossing of some waterways may be prohibited by
landowners, State or Federal agencies or require permits.



13-25 July 2009

STANDARD 13 - ENVIRONMENTAL QUALITY PROTECTION

SECTION 13.17--TESTING, DRAINING, REMOVAL, AND DISPOSAL OF OIL-FILLED ELECTRICAL
EQUIPMENT

1. SAMPLING AND TESTING OF INSULATING OIL FOR PCB CONTENT: Sample and analyze the
oil of electrical equipment (which includes storage tanks) for PCB’s. Use analytical methods
approved by EPA and applicable State regulations. Decontaminate sampling equipment
according to documented good laboratory practices (these can be contractor developed or EPA
standards). Use only laboratories approved by Western. The COR will furnish a list of approved
laboratories.

2. PCB TEST REPORT: Provide PCB test reports that contain the information below for disposing of
oil-filled electrical equipment. Submit the PCB test report prior to draining, removal, or disposal of
oil or oil-filled equipment that is designated for disposal.

(1) Name and address of the laboratory.

(2) Description of the electrical equipment (e.g. transformer, breaker).

(3) Serial number for the electrical equipment.

(4) Date sampled.

(5) Date tested.

(6) PCB contents in parts per million (ppm).

(7) Unique identification number of container into which the oil was drained (i.e., number of drum,
tank, tanker, etc.)

3. OIL CONTAINING PCB: Comply with the Federal regulations pertaining to PCBs found at Title 40,
Part 761 of the U.S. Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 761).

4. REMOVAL AND DISPOSAL OF INSULATING OIL AND OIL-FILLED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT:
Once the PCB content of the oil has been identified from laboratory results, the oil shall be
transported and disposed, recycled, or reprocessed according to 40 CFR 761 (if applicable),
Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) ―used oil", and other applicable regulations. 
Used oil may be transported only by EPA-registered used oil transporters. The oil must be stored
in containers that are labeled ―Used Oil." Use only U.S. transporters and disposal sites approved 
by Western.

5. OIL AND OIL-FILLED ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT RECEIPT: Obtain and submit a receipt for oil
and oil-filled equipment transported and disposed, recycled, or reprocessed to the COR upon
completion and prior to submittal of final invoice.
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SECTION 13.18--REMOVAL OF OIL-CONTAMINATED MATERIAL

1. GENERAL: Removing oil-contaminated material includes excavating, stockpiling, testing,
transporting, cleaning, and disposing of these material. Personnel working with PCBs shall be
trained in accordance with OSHA requirements. Submit employee training documentation records
to the COR 14 days prior to the start of work.

2. CLEANUP WORK MANAGEMENT PLAN: Provide a Cleanup Work Management Plan that has
been approved by applicable Federal, State, or Local environmental regulation agencies. Submit
the plan to the COR for approval 14 days prior to the start of work. Approval of the plan is for the
purpose of determining compliance with the specifications only and shall not relieve the Contractor
of the responsibility for compliance with all Federal, State, and Local regulations. The plan shall
address on-site excavation of contaminated soil and debris and include the following:

(1) Identification of contaminants and areas to be excavated.
(2) Method of excavation.
(3) Level of personnel/subcontractor training.
(4) Safety and health provisions.
(5) Sampling requirements including quality control, laboratory to be used.
(6) Management of excavated soils and debris.
(7) Disposal methods, including transportation to disposal.

3. EXCAVATION AND CLEANUP: Comply with the requirements of Title 40, Part 761 of the U.S. Code
of Federal Regulations (40 CFR 761).

4. TEMPORARY STOCKPILING: Excavated material, temporarily stockpiled on site, shall be stored
on heavy plastic and covered to prevent wind and rain erosion at a location designated by the
COR.

5. SAMPLING AND TESTING: Sample contaminated debris and areas of excavation to ensure that
contamination is removed. Use personnel with experience in sampling and, in particular, with
experience in PCB cleanup if PCBs are involved. Use analytical methods approved by EPA and
applicable State regulations.

6. TRANSPORTION AND DISPOSAL OF CONTAMINATED MATERIAL: The Contractor shall be
responsible and liable for the proper loading, transportation, and disposal of contaminated material
according to Federal, State, and local requirements. Use only U.S. transporters and disposal sites
approved by Western.

7. POST CLEANUP REPORT: Provide a Post-Cleanup Report that describes the cleanup of
contaminated soils and debris. Submit the report to the COR upon completion and prior to
submittal of final invoice. The report shall contain the following information:

(1) Site map showing the areas cleaned.

(2) Description of the operations involved in excavating, storing, sampling, and testing, and
disposal.

(3) - Sampling and analysis results including:

1) Name and address of the laboratory;
2) sample locations;
3) sample dates;
4) analysis dates;
5) contents of contaminant (e.g., PCB or total petroleum hydrocarbons) in parts per million

(ppm).
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(4) Certification by the Contractor that the cleanup requirements were met.

(5) Copies of any manifests, bills of lading, and disposal certificates.

(6) Copies of correspondence with regulatory agencies that support completion of the cleanup.
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SECTION 13.19--CONSERVATION OF NATURAL RESOURCES

1. GENERAL: Federal law prohibits the taking of endangered, threatened, proposed or candidate
wildlife and plants, and destruction or adverse modification of designated Critical Habitat. Federal
law also prohibits the taking of birds protected by the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, and the Bald and
Golden Eagle Protection Act. ―Take

‖
means to pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or

collect a protected animal or any part thereof, or attempt to do any of those things. The Contractor
will take reasonable precaution to avoid harming other wildlife species. Contractor must always
stay within Western’s right-of-way and/or easement.

2. KNOWN OCCURRENCE OF PROTECTED SPECIES OR HABITAT: Following issuance of the
notice to proceed, and prior to the start of construction, Western will provide training to all
contractor and subcontractor personnel involved in the construction activity. Untrained personnel
shall not be allowed in the construction area. Western will provide two sets of plan and profile
drawings showing sensitive areas located on or immediately adjacent to the transmission line
right-of-way and/or facility. These areas shall be considered avoidance areas. Prior to any
construction activity, the avoidance areas shall be marked on the ground in a manner approved
by the COR. If access is absolutely necessary, the contractor shall first obtain permission from
the COR, noting that a Western and/or other government or tribal agency biologist may be
required to accompany personnel and equipment. Ground markings shall be maintained through
the duration of the contract. Western will remove the markings during or following final
inspection of the project.

3. UNKNOWN OCCURRENCE OF PROTECTED SPECIES OR HABITAT: If evidence of a protected
species is found in the project area, the contractor shall immediately notify the COR and provide
the location and nature of the findings. The contractor shall stop all activity in the vicinity of the
protected species or habitat and not proceed until directed to do so by the COR.
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Appendix C: US Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) Response Letter, Dated July 29, 2014
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Appendix D: Letters from History Colorado
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Appendix E: Sandia National Laboratories’ Solar Glare Hazard Analysis Tool Results






















































































































































