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Mail Station ISB669
PO Box 52025

Phoenix, AZ  85072-2025
September 28, 2007

Ron Horstman

Western Area Power Administration

P.O. Box 281213

Lakewood, CO 80228-8213

Re:  Proposed Changes to IRP Regulations

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed IRP regulation changes.  SRP’s comments follow.     

1. Western proposes to make current customer IRPs more readily available to the public, such as by posting such documents on Western’s external Web site.  Customers may continue to request confidential treatment of sensitive information covered by an exemption in the Freedom of Information Act when the IRP is filed with Western.  If Western agrees, the sensitive information will be redacted and not released.  This proposal is in response to feedback from interested parties that IRPs prepared by Western’s customers are more difficult to obtain than investor-owned utility IRPs.  Western is proposing to clarify its ability to release customer IRPs in section 905.23.

SRP Comments:  SRP would be willing to have its IRP posted to Western’s external website provided that any proprietary and confidential information associated with the IRP is contained in a separate addendum that is not to be posted to the website.  Customers must have the ability to determine what information is deemed proprietary and confidential.    This determination must be made by the customer, not Western. 

2. Western proposes to eliminate the requirement in 905.11 that members of a member-based association (MBA) unanimously approve the IRP.  Instead, Western proposes to require approval only by the governing body of an MBA, which serves the interests of each MBA member through the member’s representation on the MBA board.  

An MBA means an entity composed of member utilities or user members, or an entity that acts as an agent for, or subcontract with, but does not assume power supply responsibility for its principals or subcontractors, who are its members. 

SRP Comments:  No comment, this does not apply to SRP.

3. Western is proposing to add a paragraph to section 905.12 to encourage cooperation among customers in the preparation of regional IRPs by clarifying that such a regional approach is acceptable, with advance approval by Western, even if the participating customers are not members of an MBA.  Collaboration on transmission projects through a regional planning approach is particularly appropriate.  

SRP Comments:  SRP is supportive of the concept; we would like to see the specific wording that is being proposed.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me. 
Sincerely,

James E. Petersen

Manager, Energy Asset Management Resource Planning

(602) 236-3223

