Appendix n

Scheduling, System Control, and Dispatch Ancillary Service


Scheduling System Control and Dispatch service consists of the control-area operator functions that schedule generating units, transmission resources, and transactions before the fact, as well as monitoring and control of transmission resources and some generating units in real time to maintain reliability.  This service is required to move power into, out of, and through the control area.  Scheduling System Control and Dispatch service involves the purchase, maintenance, and use of metering, telemetering, communication, and computing equipment, as well as the people who manage these systems.  


It is worthwhile to subdivide control-center costs into those associated with reliability-related functions and those associated with the support of individual transactions.  The latter, transaction-specific costs, have traditionally been charged on a per schedule basis ($/schedule or $/schedule-change).  However, the Western Electricity Coordinating Council now requires E-Tags to be the primary method for communicating Interchange Scheduling Information, because these tags contain the relevant information to identify all transactions.  Consequently, Scheduling System Control and Dispatch service will be charged on a per tag basis.  The costs included in the charge are:

1.
Labor costs, which include pre-schedule, dispatch, post-schedule, and G4200 support; and

2.
Amortized capital costs, which include the control center building, computer equipment, communications equipment and other control center capital. 

The primary difference between the proposed rates and the WAPA-84 rate methodology for Scheduling System Control and Dispatch service is that the WAPA-84 rates were based on schedules and were distinguished between new and existing schedules and between those with intra-bus transfers.  The proposed rates are based on tags, do not distinguish between new and existing tags, and are do not distinguish between transactions that take place within the bus and those which do not split at a bus.
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