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Presenter Bios:

Joel Bladow - Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Senior VP for Transmission: Mr. Bladow has over 32 years of experience in the electric utility industry in a variety of technical, managerial, and executive positions.  Since 2006, Mr. Bladow has held the position as the Senior Vice President, Transmission for Tri-State. In that capacity, he is responsible for all Transmission related functional areas. Tri-State’s transmission system covers over 200,000 square miles in parts of four states (Wyoming, Nebraska, Colorado, and New Mexico) where Tri-State’s 44 member owners serve over 1.5 million consumers. In addition to his duties at Tri-State, Mr. Bladow currently serves on a number of industry boards including the RMEL, the Western States Power Corporation, and the Midwest Electric Consumers Association.  He also serves on the Electric Power Research Institute’s Power Delivery and Utilization Sector Council
Thomas Kramer - LJB Inc. Principal, Keynote Speaker: Mr. Kramer is a safety consultant and structural engineer with 20 years of experience. As a dually registered professional engineer and certified safety professional, he has spent much of his career consulting with organizations in various industries to reduce risk for workers at heights.  He specializes in the assessment and design of fall protection systems, as well as fall protection program development and training.  He is widely considered as a thought leader in the fall protection industry, having given more than 100 technical sessions and workshops on the topic. He also serves as the Vice Chair of the ANSI Z359 standard, as well as president of the International Society for Fall Protection.

David Walles - ESCI: Mr. Wallis holds a B.S. in Electrical Engineering and is nationally recognized as a preeminent expert in electrical safety standards and work rules. He recently retired after 40 plus years developing Occupational Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) electrical safety standards. Mr. Wallis directed the OSHA Office of Engineering Safety for the last 10 years, authored 10 OSHA safety and health standards and contributed to dozens of others.  Mr. Wallis is the primary author of most OSHA electrical standards, including OSHA 1910.269, OSHA 1926 Subpart V, OSHA 1910 Subpart S and OSHA 1926 Subpart K. David actively participates in national consensus standards writing committees by offering his extensive knowledge in occupational safety and health standards. He is an active member of ASTM F18, IEEE, the Engineering in the Safety, Maintenance, and Operations of Lines Subcommittee (ESMOL), NFPA 70E, and NESC Subcommittee 8 responsible for Part 4 “Work Rules.”

James Hill & Dave Katich - Western Area Power Administration: Mr. Hill has been a journeyman lineman at Western since 1999. Mr. Hill is co-manager/trainer for Western’s helicopter long line program and is bare hand/hot stick certified. Mr. Hill is a long time member of and primary Subject Matter Expert (SME) for Western’s Fall Protection Committee and is the Sierra Nevada Regional Fall Protection Specialist for transmission structures. Mr. Hill is Western’s lead Specialist/SME for development and testing of fall protection equipment. Mr. Hill is a Certified Utility Safety Professional (CUSP) and is SPRAT certified for rope access. Mr. Katich has been a journeyman lineman for 15 years. He joined Western in 2009. Mr. Katich is a member of and primary Subject Matter Expert (SME) for Western’s Fall Protection Committee and is the Desert Southwest Regional Fall Protection Specialist for transmission structures. Mr. Katich is Western’s lead Specialist/SME for development and testing of fall protection equipment. Mr. Katich received his BS in international business in 2002 from Arizona State University, is a Certified Utility Safety Professional (CUSP) and is SPRAT certified for rope access.

Chris Delavera - VP of USA Sales Buckingham Manufacturing: Mr. Delavera has been employed by Buckingham Mfg. for 28 years and has been working with electric utilities and electrical contractors to develop better systems and techniques for climbing, working and descending steel structures and wood poles. Mr. Delavera is SPRAT Level One certified as well as an ‘Authorized Trainer’ (tower climbing and rescue) certified thru Safety One.
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Glenn ‘Buzzy’ Sailer,  VAF Industries: Mr. Sailer is the Vice President and Co-Founder of VAF Industries, LLC.  His background in the construction industry dates back some 25 years where after college, he realized that a degree in Spanish may be practical but not financially prudent. Mr. Sailer started working for a grading company in 1987 and started his own company in 1998. In 2009 he was fortunate enough to become a subcontractor for a large utility company where they were allowed to work alongside the utility’s crews. It gave them a keen insight into some of the issues that the utility industry deals with on a daily basis and their company found that we were able to help them solve some problems by designing and fabricating products in a timely manner. This ability has allowed them to develop over 30 products that are specifically created to solve existing and/or foreseeable problems for there clients.

Nate Ball – Atlas Industries: Mr. Ball is a co-founder and CEO of Atlas Devices, a Boston-based company that develops innovative solutions for difficult rescue and access challenges. The company's powered rope climbing systems, hook-and-climb kits, and compact rescue litters have been equipping military users with dramatic capability enhancements for over a decade. Realizing the strong overlap in applications between military and industrial use such as first man up, pick-offs, and being able to eliminate an entire haul team with one portable device, Atlas Devices is advancing to help improve safety and operations in the utility industry and beyond.

Tom Penner – Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association: Mr. Penner has 27 years of experience in the electric utility industry as a journeyman level Lineman and is an Electrical High Voltage (EVH) Barehand Trainer. Mr. Penner has been working with Tri-State G&T for 8 years.

John Sheridan – Palo Verde Ropeworks: Mr. Sheridan assisted in starting Palo Verde Ropeworks LLC back in 2010. Mr. Sheridan retired from the Phoenix Fire Department in 2016 after a 32 year career. Mr. Sheridan has multiple certifications in rescue and rope access. Mr. Sheridan has been a certified Arborist for the previous 15 years.

Fabio Bologna – Electrical Power Research Institute (EPRI): Mr. Bologna is the Senior Program Manager of Overhead Transmission at the Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI).  Mr. Bologna is based at the EPRI offices in Charlotte, North Carolina with duties that include heading the Lightening & Grounding and New & Emerging Inspection technologies project sets.  Mr. Bologna joined the Institute in December of 2006. Mr. Bologna holds an MS in electrical engineering from the University of Witwatersrand, Johannesburg, South Africa.  Mr. Bologna is the author of over 20 journal and conference publications.  He is a member of the SAIEE.

Before joining the Institute, Mr. Bologna worked with Eskom in South Africa, where he was Chief Consultant, Insulators and Chief Researcher in the following areas: High voltage outdoor insulation, faults on overhead power lines and optical fibers in high voltage environments.

Kevin Denis – Gravitec Systems, Inc.: Mr. Denis has been in the fall protection industry for over 20 years and has had significant involvement in the continuing education of workers at height. As the project coordinator for Gravitec Systems, Inc., Mr. Denis develops and maintains a number of different education programs related to fall protection, rope access and rescue.  Mr. Denis is a member of the Z359 Accredited Standards Committee and various Z359 subcommittees that develop the Z359 Fall Protection Code. Mr. Denis has authored nationally recognized training standards for the telecommunication industry and developed fall protection programs for government agencies as well as privately and publicly held companies.
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Todd Horning & Brian Bourquin - Safety One: Mr. Horning is the General Manager for Safety One Training Inc. He is a SPRAT, Level 3 rope technician and an instructor in the field for safe work at height and rescue practices.  Mr. Horning has spent the last eight years working with various electric utilities on keeping lineman and telecom climbers safe in the field.  Prior to that he gained climbing experience through time spent in the oilfield, and other industrial applications.

Mr. Bourquin is the Director of Training for Safety One Training Inc. He is a SPRAT, Level 3 rope technician and an instructor for safe work at height and rescue practices.  Mr. Bourquin joined Safety One full time in 2012, and prior to that gained extensive at height experience through his time spent working in rope access, production rigging and iron work.

Reed Thorne – Ropes That Rescue: Mr. Thorne is the senior lead instructor for the Arizona-based Ropes That Rescue rigging school. Mr. Thorne started his career as a mountaineer and EMT. His early career revolved around electric power transmission lines with Southern California Edison Co. Mr. Thorne was featured on a segment of the History Channel’s “Suicide Missions” series titled “HIGH VOLTAGE”. Mr. Thorne was charged with rescue of linemen from the center phase energized 500kv lines with Georgia Power. To this day, Mr. Thorne travels around the world teaching the Art of “Clean Rigging” with a high regard for the hazards associated with the vertical realm, especially for line workers.

Rusty Vance, Pacific Gas & Electric: Mr. Vance is a Transmission Line Electrical Field Safety Specialist for Pacific Gas & Electric company.   He started working for PG&E in 2011 as a Towerman in the General Construction Tower Department.  In 2014, he left the crew to become part of PG&E's Fall Protection team and begin the process of designing and implementing a Fall Protection Program for Transmission Lines.    Prior to working for PG&E, Mr. Vance was a career fireman.
Yancy Gill, Salt River Project: Dr. Gill holds a Ph.D. in Materials Engineering from the Georgia Institute of Technology, and is a registered professional engineer in the state of Georgia.  His current work is directed towards reliability and life cycle cost analysis of transmission and distribution equipment, hardware, structures, and conductors.  Prior to working in the electric utility industry, Dr. Gill worked for a major gas turbine engine manufacturer, estimating component lifetimes utilizing damage tolerance and probabilistic methods.
John Crawford, Optimal Analysis:   Mr. Crawford has a BS in Engineering Technology from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona and an MS in Mechanical Engineering from Michigan State University.  Mr. Crawford has over 30 years of experience using finite element analysis in a wide variety of applications, such as computer hardware, NASCAR race cars, gas turbine engines, surface to air missiles, and the occasional step bolt.


Brett Zeissler, Safety Direct, Ltd: Mr. Ziessler has been active in the fall protection field for over 20 years. Originally trained as a journeyman carpenter at the Northern Alberta Institute of Technology, he started his own construction company in 1979. While running TBK Construction Ltd. he became fascinated with the aspects of construction safety and founded Safety Direct Ltd in 2001. As the driving force behind Safety Direct, he holds patents for various fall protection products and currently sits as a voting member on the CSA Z259 fall protection standards committee. 
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John Yates, Yates Gear: Mr. Yates started Yates Gear in 1984 manufacturing equipment for the sport rock climbing industry. Over the last thirty years Yates Gear has become an industry leader in manufacturing and supplying equipment for Tactical Military Rappelling and Climbing, Fire Department Technical Rescue, Search and Rescue, Confined Space, Rope Access, Helicopter Short Haul and now Transmission Tower Access. Mr. Yates’ personal interests over the last 40 years have included rock and big wall climbing, whitewater kayaking, paragliding and hunting. Mr. Yates is currently a lieutenant with Shasta County Volunteer Fire Department.

Greg Small, High Engineering Corp: Mr. Small is regarded as one of the leading fall protection engineering experts in the world. His career began with CN Rail as a bridge engineer where he first developed fall protection techniques for bridge workers in the 1980s. He continued his efforts in fall protection by developing essential engineering techniques to analyze horizontal lifeline systems. Mr. Small participated in the development of three patented fall protection components and systems. In 2011, he completed a patent for his Rigid Rail system which allows two workers to pass each other on a single I-beam. Mr. Small formed High Engineering Corp. in 2005 and has been actively involved in a variety of efforts in engineering, evaluating and improving fall protection since. Mr. Small has numerous professional registrations and is involved with many of the fall protection-related associations. He has authored and co-authored numerous publications related to fall protection as well as having given many presentations for the same.  Mr. Small is currently chairs the ANSI Z359.18 subcommittee and has been a participant in other Z359 subcommittees. He has also participated in the development of Canada’s Z259 standards.
Mark C. Conover, Skylotec: Mr. Conover, a member of the ANSI Z359 Fall Protection Code committee, is sales manager of SKYLOTEC North America, LP.  SKYLOTEC is a global manufacturer of fall protection products, rescue and permanent systems.  Visit www.skylotec.com.
David O’Claire, Bonneville Power Administration: Mr. O’Claire received a BS in civil engineering from Gonzaga University in 1996 and a MS in civil engineering from Portland State University in 2004. Mr. O’Claire has been a Licensed Professional Engineer since 2001. Mr. O’Claire was an application engineer for a communication structure manufacturer for five years and has been an engineer and manager at Bonneville Power Administration for the last 14 years. Mr. O’Claire is the BPA Engineering Representative on Bonneville’s Fall Protection Committee.

David Katich, Western Area Power Administration: Journeyman lineman.

Cliff Petty, 3M/Capital Safety: Mr. Petty has 30 years of experience working in the electrical power Industry. Mr. Petty is a journeyman lineman and has a Safety Management Certificate from Indiana State University. He was a technical training and work methods manager for Indianapolis & Light Co. and is an inventor and patent holder for various fall protection devices and systems. Mr. Petty is an industry specific fall protection specialist for Capital Safety and the Utility Division Leader for 3M fall protection

Scott Hutchinson, Alabama Power:  Mr. Hutchinson has worked for Alabama Power for 25 years and has been performing substation construction and maintenance for 18 years. Mr. Hutchinson has been performing safety training for seven years and has been the Chairman of the Southern Co. Substation Fall Protection Committee for the past three years.

Mike Bahr, Tri-State Generation and Power Association: Mr. Bahr has been a Safety Coordinator with Tri-State G&T for the last three years. Mr. Bahr has been a safety professional in the electrical industry for thirty years. Mr. Bahr has formally been a Department Of Energy Electrical Safety Program Principal Investigator and a Principal Member of the NFPA 70E (Electrical Safety Related Work Practices) Committee.
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Ebbe Christensen, ReachMaster: Mr. Christensen has been involved with compact aerial lift equipment distribution in the US and Canada for the last 15 years. Mr. Christensen established ReachMaster in 2001, which was the first company to solely focus on so-called limited access applications, characterized with often only single door access but aerial reach requirements in excess of 130 feet in North America. In 2008, he introduces the US market to a new product category on a larger scale by importing small compact track based lifts from Italy. After being a subsidiary of other entities, Mr. Christensen became sole owner of ReachMaster in 2012. The company added five new product lines and now represents eight international brands and provides safe work height from 26 to 170 feet. In 2016, the delivered the tallest compact lift in the world that could reach 170 feet and only required a double door access. Mr. Christensen serves on advisory boards for industry organizations like the International Window Cleaners Association and the International Powered Access Federation.
Patrick Nies, Western Area Power Administration: Mr. Nies has been a Safety and Occupational Health Manager for Western since July of 2013 and is co-chair of Western’s Fall Protection Committee. Mr. Nies worked in the construction and maintenance industry for over 25 years before moving into safety full time. Prior to Western, Mr. Nies was federal OSHA Compliance Officer and Assistant Area Director specializing in construction safety with an emphasis on fall protection, cranes/aerial devices, scaffolds, excavations and roadway work zones. Mr. Nies has been involved with various applications of fall protection applicable to a variety of industries starting in 1980 performing high scaling work associated with water retention damn construction and has been involved with the fall protection industry since. During his 38 plus years of federal service, Mr. Nies has held numerous certifications and qualifications in construction, maintenance and safety. Mr. Nies is currently a voting member of the ANSI/ASSE Z359 Fall Protection Committee and a voting member of the IEEE, National Electrical Safety Code (NESC) committee.

Bernard Warren, Rapid Rail: Mr. Warren formed Rapid Rail International Limited (RRi) in 2003 to address the specific issues of fall safety on electrical transmission structures.  Mr. Warren is currently Managing Director of RRi and Chief Executive of High Zone Safety LLC. Prior to forming RRi, Mr. Warren was Managing Director of Sala Group Limited, part of the Capital Safety Group, with responsibility for operations in UK, Sweden, Germany, Australia and Hong Kong.  Mr. Warren’s earlier career was in engineering and management of manufacturing oriented companies in UK, Ireland and the US mainly for US multinational corporations. Mr. Warren has a BSc in Mechanical Engineering from Aston University and an MSc in management from Trinity College, Dublin.

Bill Godfrey, MSA Safety/Latchways: Mr. Godfrey has 21 years in the safety industry with a focus in specialty markets.  He is currently the Utility and Telecom Specialist for MSA Latchways Safety based in Cranberry Township, PA. His experience comes from being the safety director for a major electronics manufacturer company and has been involved in the fall protection industry with experience in custom engineering for harnesses and engineered systems.  He is a certified competent person and was a subject matter expert for fall protection for a safety manufacturer.  He has presented on OSHA 1910.269 standard to Electric City and other utility organizations helping to understand the changes affecting the utility industry.

Jim Miller, National Wireless Safety Association: Mr. Miller work for K&B Engineering from 1974 to 1980 and was involved with microwave tower design, fabrication and construction. Mr. Miller has been the owner and President of EasTex Tower, Inc., a total ‘turnkey’ construction company performing work in the microwave, cellular, PCS and wireless communications systems since 1980. Mr. Miller has also the Vice President for Elite Telecom Tower, Inc. since 2006. Mr. Miller has managed site/civil, tower and antenna crews along with radio technicians and structural engineers throughout North America. Mr. Miller holds specialty and general contractor licenses in multiple states. Mr. Mill is a founding member of the National Association of Tower Erectors (NATE), was involve with the NATE/OSHA Partnership, is a member in good standing with the NATE/STAR Initiative, was elected to the NATE Board of Director’s Vice Chairperson and is the Board’s oversight for the NATE Safety and Education Committee. He is one of three committee members of the NATE Legislative and Regulatory Committee. Mr. Mill is also a founding member of the National Wireless Safety Alliance (NWSA) and serves as the Board of Directors Vice Chairperson. Mr. Mill is a member of U.T.C. Utility Trade, State Wireless Associations, ISNET World and C.T.I.A.
image1.png
TRI-STATE

Generation and Transmission
© Association, Inc.

A Touchstone Energy” Cooperative &“)
e




image2.png
R FALL
rk\,, PROTECTION

NSO NO ONE FALLS




