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March 12, 2009 
 
PLANNING COORDINATION COMMITTEE 
TECHNICAL STUDIES SUBCOMMITTEE 
 
Subject:  Acceptance of Regional Planning Report for the TANC Transmission Program   
 
On January 4, 2008, the Transmission Agency of Northern California (TANC) notified the 
Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) that it was initiating the WECC Regional 
Planning Review Process for the TANC Transmission Program (TTP).  The TTP is planned to 
consist of four Program Elements, as follows: 
• Program Element Zeta North which would include: 

° Two 500-kV lines extending from a new 500-kV substation (Raven) located near 
Ravendale in Northeastern California to the proposed Zeta 1 Substation (near Round 
Mountain), 

° A 500-kV line from the Zeta 1 Substation to the existing Olinda 500/230-kV Substation, 
and 

° A 500-kV tie between the Zeta 1 Substation and the existing Round Mountain 500/230-
kV Substation. 

• Program Element Zeta South which would include a new 500-kV line extending from the 
Olinda Substation to a new 500/230-kV substation (Tracy 2) in the proximity of the existing 
Tracy Substation and would include a new 500/230-kV substation (Dillard Road) in the 
Sacramento area. 

• Program Element Alpha which would include: 
° A 500-kV line between the Tracy 2 Substation and a new 500/230-kV substation (Alpha 

4) located near Oakdale, CA, and 
° Two double-circuit 230-kV lines that would extend from the Alpha 4 Substation into 

the service areas of the Modesto Irrigation District and the Turlock Irrigation District. 
° The interconnection of the New Melones hydroelectric project with the Alpha 4 

Substation.  
• Program Element Delta which would include double-circuit 230-kV facilities extending 

from the Tracy 2 and Tesla Substations into the San Francisco Bay Area. 
 
Subsequently, TANC formed a Sub-Regional Planning Project Review Group (Review Group) 
for the TTP.  The first meeting of the Review Group was held in March of 2008 and subsequent 
meetings were held in June, September, October, and December of 2008.  There were 
approximately forty personnel (representing seventeen different entities) on the correspondence 
list for the Review Group.  Review Group-related activities included: 
• Coordination of assumptions to be used in the various base cases developed for the Sub-

Regional planning studies. 
• Preparation of numerous powerflow base cases modeling both pre- and post-TTP conditions. 
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• Performing technical studies on the above base cases. 
• Discussing and concurring with the results of the above studies. 
• Developing the pertinent Regional Planning Report.  
 
In addition to the Review Group activities discussed above, TANC has taken several other steps to satisfy 
the sub-regional planning requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), 
the WECC, and WestConnect.  These have included discussions with the pertinent parties in 
venues other than the Review Group.  
 
The Regional Planning Project Report was provided to the members of the PCC and the 
Technical Studies Subcommittee on January 26, 2009.  A period of 30 days was provided to 
solicit comments on the report.  During this comment period the PCC members were provided 
the opportunity to review and comment on the project conformity with the Regional Planning 
Guidelines.  TANC states that they did not receive any comments during this time. 
 
I hereby provide notice of PCC acceptance of the Regional Planning Report for the TANC 
Transmission Program. 
 
Sincerely, 
Brian Silverstein 
Brian Silverstein 
 
cc: Kent Bolton, WECC 
 Tom Green, TSS Chair  
 Bryan Griess, TANC 










