Comments from Tim Olsen, Advanced Energy Systems, Inc.
Hi Lynn,
  Here are my written thoughts in response to the WAPA forum of 9/27/04:

  While the meeting focused on technical and monetary aspects of regulation services, I think we may see a growing need to look at legal issues as well.  Here's why:

  Ron Lehr made the point that load benefits from aggregation but generation does not.  The discussion revealed that's an institutional artifact, as WAPA is not in the aggregation business, but their large load-bearing customers are.

  That's fair enough, but it leads to a new question on rules for aggregation.  I think WAPA is in the best position to handle aggregation from a technical standpoint, but perhaps they lack the institutional mandate or will.  If so, then I would encourage maximum legal flexibility for other entities to handle aggregation of non-WAPA generation resources.  Specifically, it would be beneficial to allow for-profit, non-profit, coop, or other entities to provide such aggregation service, without necessarily buying and selling all of the energy.

  While flexible legally, such aggregation should still be held to reasonable technical standards compatible with WAPA's operations.  Such standards would allow geographical dispersion, given some regard for the transmission impact of such dispersion.

  Thank you for extending the opportunity to to work with you on these issues.

  Tim Olsen
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