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Department of Energy


Western Area Power Administration


P.O. Box 281213


Lakewood, CO  80228-8213




January 20, 2004
Honorable Magalie Roman Salas

Office of the Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street, NE

Room 1A, East

Washington, DC  20426

Dear Secretary Salas:

Enclosed for filing with the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission in Docket Nos. RM02-1-000 and RM02-1-001 is an original electronic filing of the attached document entitled “Filing of the Western Area Power Administration.”

Please contact me if you have any questions about this filing.  Thank you for your assistance.  

  





Sincerely,







/s/ Douglas N. Harness







Douglas N. Harness







Attorney







Office of General Counsel
Enclosures

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

FEDERAL ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION

Standardization of Generator Interconnection

Docket Nos. 
RM02-1-000

Agreements and Procedures



RM02-1-001


FILING OF THE
 WESTERN AREA POWER ADMINISTRATION

The Western Area Power Administration (Western), an agency of the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), makes this filing in response to the Commission's Notice Clarifying Compliance Procedures dated January 8, 2004.  
 PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND


On July 24, 2003, the Commission issued Order No. 2003, Standardization of Generator Interconnection Agreements and Procedures.1  On September 26, 2003, the Commission issued a Notice of Extension of Time granting Regional Transmission Organizations (RTOs) and Independent System Operators (ISOs) (collectively, independent Transmission Providers) an extension of time until January 20, 2004 to comply with Order No. 2003.  On October 7, 2003, the Commission granted requests to extend the effective date of the Final Rule and the date on which compliance filings are due for non-independent Transmission Providers2, also to January 20, 2004.  105 FERC  ¶ 61,043 at P 17-18 (2003).  

Subsequently, on January 8, 2004, the Commission issued a Notice Clarifying Compliance Procedures that clarified the process for complying with that January 20, 2004 effective date.  The January 8, 2004 Notice provides that the open access transmission tariffs (OATT) of all non-independent Transmission Providers will be deemed to be revised to include the pro forma Large Generator Interconnection Procedures (LGIP) and Large Generator Interconnection Agreement (LGIA) in Order No. 2003 on January 20, 2004, unless the non-independent Transmission Provider seeks a variation from the pro forma LGIP and LGIA from the Commission on or before January 20, 2004.
WESTERN BACKGROUND




Western is a Federal power marketing administration.  It markets Federal power and owns and operates transmission facilities in fifteen central and western states encompassing a geographic area of 1.3 million-square-miles.  The Federal power that Western markets is hydroelectric in nature, and is generated at facilities constructed and operated by the Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation) in the Department of the Interior, the Army Corps of Engineers and the International Boundary and Water Commission.  Western owns and operates over 17,000 miles of electrical transmission facilities within the same area.


Western markets power and provides transmission service on a project-specific basis, consistent with separate project authorizations enacted over time by Congress.  The transmission features of each project were constructed to facilitate Western’s statutory mission of marketing Federal power.  Some project transmission facilities are interconnected with the transmission facilities of other projects, while others are interconnected only with the transmission of third parties.  Rates for transmission service are developed on a project-specific basis.  


 Western has been providing open access and allowing interconnection to its transmission facilities for many years.  Western’s open-access transmission tariff was approved by the Commission on April 12, 2002.3  Western has been using and revising the interconnection procedures developed by its predecessor, Reclamation, since Western was established in 1977.  In 1999, in order to be more consistent with the Commission’s rulings regarding interconnection procedures, Western revised its procedures again.  Western’s General Requirements for Interconnection are available for review at http://www.wapa.gov/interconn/pdf/gri.pdf.  These procedures reflect many years of experience, and are consistent with the laws applicable to Western. 


Western is not a public utility subject to the Commission’s jurisdiction under Sections 205 and 206 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 824d and 824e.  Western is, however, a transmitting utility subject to Sections 211-213 of the Federal Power Act, 16 U.S.C. §§ 824i-824k. 
STATUS OF WESTERN’S OATT AND INTERCONNECTION PROCEDURES

The purpose of this filing is to clarify that Western’s tariff will not be revised as of January 20, 2004, to include the pro forma LGIP and LGIA as a result of the Commission’s January 8, 2004 Notice.  While generally supportive of the LGIP and LGIA, Western can not adopt some provisions due to legal or other limitations.  Therefore, Western intends to file a revised tariff with the Commission later this year that includes LGIP and LGIA provisions appropriate for Western.  Until such time as Western’s revised tariff is filed with the Commission, Western’s existing tariff and interconnection procedures shall remain effective.     
SERVICE

Western hereby respectfully requests waiver of the requirements set forth in 18 C.F.R. § 385.2010 due to the volume of interested parties in this matter and the limited nature of this filing.  The filing has been electronically posted on Western’s website at www.wapa.gov under the heading “Filings to FERC” for interested parties to view.  In addition, paper copies will be made available to any person upon request by contacting counsel of record.






































Dated this 20th day of January 2004.






  
Respectfully submitted,






/s/ Douglas N. Harness





        
Douglas N. Harness

   





Office of General Counsel






   
Western Area Power Administration


CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


I hereby certify that I have not this day served the foregoing document upon each person designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding but instead have requested a waiver to the Commission’s service requirements as specified in the document.

Dated at Lakewood, Colorado, this 20th day of January 2004. 

             





By /s/ Douglas N. Harness                      
 


 



Douglas N. Harness








Office of General Counsel








Western Area Power Administration








P.O. Box 281213








Lakewood, CO 80228-8213








(720) 962-7010








(720) 962-7009 (fax)
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1 Standardization of Generator Interconnection Agreements and Procedures,  Order No. 2003, 68 Fed. Reg. 49,845 (Aug. 19, 2003), FERC Stats. & Regs. ¶ 31,146 (2003), reh’g pending (Final Rule or Order No. 2003).


2 Non-independent Transmission Providers are utilities that (a) are not RTOs or ISOs or (b) are members of RTOs or ISOs but maintain ownership and operational control over certain of their Commission-jurisdictional facilities.  


� Request for Declaratory Order at page 1.


� Id at page 13.


3 United States Department of Energy – Western Area Power Administration, 99 FERC ¶ 61,062 (2002).


� Id at page 21.


� See, April 23, 2001 letter from the sSecretary of Energy, Spencer Abraham, cited in Order Granting, With Modification, RTO West Petition for Declaratory Order and Granting Transconnect Petition for Declaratory Order, 95 FERC ¶61,114 (April 26, 2001).


� Request for Declaratory Order at page 13.


� Id at page 18.


� Id at page 11.
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