
PROJECT HISTORY

The Pacific Northwest-Pacific Southwest Intertie Project (Intertie Project) was authorized by Section 8 of the Pacific Northwest Power Marketing Act of August 31, 1964 (16 U.S.C. 837g).  The basic purpose of the Intertie Project was to provide, through transmission system interconnections, maximum utilization of the total power resources to meet the nation's growing demands.  This purpose was to be accomplished through: (1) the exchange of summer-winter surplus peaking capacity between the Northwest and Southwest to reduce capital expenditures for new generating capacity; (2) the sale of northwest secondary energy to the southwest; (3) the sale of southwest energy to the northwest to "firm" peaking hydroelectric sources during critical water years; (4) conservation of significant amounts of fuel through the use of surplus hydroelectric energy; and (5) increased efficiency in the operation of hydroelectric and thermal resources.  As authorized, the Intertie Project was to be a cooperative construction venture by Federal and non-Federal entities, incorporating the capability for both AC and DC transmission service and providing interconnections among certain Federal and non-Federal power systems.

The Lower Colorado Region, Bureau of Reclamation (Reclamation), U.S. Department of the Interior, was assigned construction jurisdiction for:  (i) the Celilo-Mead 750-kV DC transmission line from the Oregon-Nevada border to Mead Substation; (ii) Mead Substation; and (iii) all facilities south of Mead Substation.  Several delays in congressional construction funding for the Celilo-Mead 750-kV DC transmission line revised its estimated in-service date to the point that potential users withdrew their interest.  This, and the subsequent lack of congressional funding, resulted in the May 1969 indefinite postponement of the Celilo-Mead 750-kV DC transmission line construction.  Consequently, the facilities constructed were Mead Substation and all facilities south of Mead Substation, which provide AC transmission service.

Pursuant to section 302 of the Department of Energy Organization Act (42 U.S.C. 7152), dated August 4, 1977, these Reclamation constructed facilities were transferred to Western.  This transmission service rates brochure applies to the Intertie Project facilities which are administered by Western's Desert Southwest Region.







