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By first class mail and electronic mail to Post 2017BCP@wapa.gov 200

)

Mr. Darrick Moe %—

Western Area Power Administration

Desert Southwest Regional Manager Wﬁ)&q
P.O. Box 6457

Phoenix, AZ 85005-6457

RE: Comments of the Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians Regarding the Boulder
Canyon Project — Post 2017 Application of the Energy Planning and
Management Program Power Marketing Initiative & Federal Register Notice
of November 20, 2009.

Dear Mr. Moe:

The Augustine Band of Cahuilla Indians (the “Augustine Band”), a federally recognized
Native American government, provides the following comments in response to the
Western Area Power Administration’s (“Western™) call for the same in its Federal
Register Notices of April 27, 2011 and May 24, 2011 regarding the Boulder Canyon
Project (“Boulder Canyon Project” or “BCP”).

We address Western’s expressly noted areas for comment in turn below and supplemental
comments thereafter.

1. Application of the Power Marketing Initiative to the Boulder Canyon Project and
Total Quantity of Power to be Marketed

The Augustine Band supports the application of Western’s Power Marketing Initiative
(“PMTI”) to the allocation of electrical energy produced by the Boulder Canyon Project.
Western has applied this protocol to all other federal power projects within Western’s
administrative purview since the implementation of the PMI in 1995. We also agree with
the intent behind the PMI to support equitable distribution of Boulder Canyon Project
power as a public resource and to confirm that, as such, it must be redefined through
periodic resource reallocation as communities within the service area change over time.

Current customers have even noted in their own public comments to this process the
critical nature of community-responsive resource planning which further accentuates the



importance of the application of the PMI to the planned 2017 reallocation of energy from
BCP.

2. Quantity of Resources Extended to Existing Customers
The Augustine Band is not persuaded that the proposed BCP energy and capacity

allocations currently being considered by Western meet the equitable redistribution
mandate of the PMI.
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4. Excess Energy Provisions

New tribal customers should also receive an option to purchase any excess energy
available during any calendar year in proportion to their share of power or at least on the
same proportionate basis as that made available to existing customers. No first level
priority to existing customers is justifiable under any economic or other analysis and
would only create avoidable prejudice to new Project customers.




5. Additional Comments Regarding Western Authority to Allocate to Tribes

a. Consistent with current U.S. Department of Energy tribal policy, Western must
maintain a government-government relationship with tribes. On this basis alone Western

has authority to contract directly with tribes.
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